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RECOMMENDATION:

The California Department of Transportation (Department) recommends the California
Transportation Commission (Commission) approve the request by the Siskiyou County (County) to
extend the period of project completion for the State Transportation Improvement Program Lake
Siskiyou Trail Wagon Creek Arm Bridge project (PPNO 02-2405) for 16 months to April 30, 2014.

ISSUE:

On July 24, 2008 the Commission approved Resolution FP 08-04, allocating $745,000 for the Lake
Siskiyou Trail, Wagon Creek Arm Bridge project (Project). The construction contract was awarded
on December 8, 2009. The County is unable to complete project construction by the deadline of
December 31, 2012.

BACKGROUND:

This Long Term Environmental Mitigation project includes construction of a multi-use trail,
shoreline restoration and parking improvements and a new bridge that will be constructed that link
seven miles of bicycle and pedestrian trails. The County anticipates that they will be unable to
complete the 75 percent plant establishment requirement by the December 31, 2012 deadline.

The major components of the project have been completed; the remainder being the 3-year plant
establishment period. The final planting occurred on April 19, 2011 thus initiating the 3-year plant
establishment period. Long term environmental commitments require a minimum of 75 percent
plant establishment within 3 years of initial planting. The beginning of the plant establishment
period could not be determined prior to completion of the major construction activities. Given

April 2011 start date, the earliest start date the 75 percent plant establishment period could be
completed would be April 19, 2014. Therefore, the County is requesting a 16-month time extension.

Current STIP Guidelines stipulate that a local agency has up to 36 months from the time of contract
award to accept the contract. The local agency has 180 days after the contract acceptance to prepare
and submit the final invoices and reports to the Department. The Guidelines further stipulate that the
Commission may approve a waiver to the project completion deadline one time only for up to

20 months in accordance with Section 14529.8 of the Government Code.

““Caltrans improves mobility across California”
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