Memorandum

To: CHAIR AND COMMISSIONERS CTC Meeting:  August 22, 2012

Reference No.: 4.1
Action

m/od D

Frofm: LA G. RHINEHART
Executive Director

Subject: STATE AND FEDERAL LEGISLATION

ISSUE:

The Legislature began its summer recess on July 6, 2012 and reconvened on August 6, 2012.
This second year, of the two-year legislative session, will conclude on August 31, 2010. Bills
passed by both houses will be forwarded to the Governor for signature. The Governor has until
September 30, 2012 to sign or veto these bills.

The attachmerit to this staff report provides the status of bills that staff is monitoring.

ACTIONS TAKEN SINCE THE JUNE 2012 COMMISSION MEETING:

While the Legislature was on summer recess, the Governor signed two bills:

Related to Direct Impact to the Commission

AB 1458 (Buchanan) Amended June 28, 2012 — State Transportation Commission
Retains the Commission's status as an independent entity to perform its powers, duties and functions,
with the enactment of the Governor's Reorganization Plan No. 2 (GRP 2) of 2012.

SB 1039 (Steinberg) July 2, 2012 — State government: Business, Consumer Services, and
Housing Agency

Requires that the Department of Housing and Community Development, the Department of
Transportation, and the Commission coordinate state housing and transportation policies and

programs beginning July 1, 2013. Provides that certain provisions of this bill shall prevail over
specified provisions of the GRP 2.
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The following bills were amended prior to summer recess:

Related to Direct Impact to the Commission

SB 878 (DeSaulnier) Amended June 26, 2012 — State Transportation Commission

Requires the Commission to undertake a study to assess the appropriateness of establishing an Office
of Inspector General to ensure the State Department of Transportation and transportation agencies
with projects funded from state funds in the state transportation improvement program are operating
in a specified manner. Requires the Commission to consult with other agencies and to submit a
related report on the advisability of the creation of such office.

Last Action: June 26, 2012 — Amended in Assembly Committee on Transportation. Re-referred to
Assembly Committee on Appropriations

Current Location: Assembly Committee on Appropriations

SB 1117 (DeSaulnier) Amended July 5, 2012 - Statewide Passenger Rail Transportation Plan

The bill originally would require Commission to prepare a statewide passenger rail transportation
plan relative to conventional and high-speed intercity passenger rail, commuter rail, and urban rail
transit containing various elements. The amended bill requires the Commission to include in its
guidelines for regional transportation plans policy direction regarding the integration of all passenger
rail services into a coordinated system with emphasis on intermodal facilities and cost-effective rail
services. Requires the requirements for the multi-year state rail plan to require the plan to be
consistent with a specified federal act when meeting specified requirements. Relates to blended
transportation systems and a related plan.

Last Action: June 26 — Amended in Assembly Committee on Transportation.

July 5 — In Assembly and read second time and amended. Re-referred to Committee
Current Location: Assembly Committee on Appropriations

RECOMMENDATION:

The Commission is requested to provide direction to staff on legislation of interest to it.

BACKGROUND:

The Commission approved criteria to guide Commission staff in monitoring legislation and selecting
bills that should be brought forward for Commission consideration. An over-arching criterion is that
a bill must directly affect transportation on a statewide basis. Bills meeting one or more of the
criteria, provided below, will be brought forward to the Commission for consideration.

¢ Funding/Financing - funding or a funding mechanism for transportation (capital and operations)
Environmental Mitigation - implementation of green house gas emissions reduction and
transportation (e.g., AB 32), and/or involve the environmental process and transportation (e.g.,
CEQA)

* Planning - implementation of transportation and land use and planning (e.g., SB 375)

e Project Delivery - changes to the way transportation projects are delivered
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Additional criteria for bringing a bill forward include:

 Direct Impact to Commission - changes in Commission responsibility, policy impact or
operations

o Commissioner Request - recommended by a Commissioner for consideration by the Commission
at its next regularly scheduled meeting

The Commission adopted policy to consider legislation in relation to its overall policy by topic area,
prior to taking a position on legislation addressing that topic; and remain selective in its use of
watch, support or opposition on a bill. The rationale for a policy by topic area is it permits the
Commission to address a suite of legislative proposals dealing with the same topic by commenting to
the author(s) without necessarily taking a position. Rather than taking specific positions on bills in
their initial state, the Commission can advise the Legislature on a bill’s policy and/or technical
aspects, as well as how it helps or hinders transportation. The intent of the Commission’s comments
is to alert the author of the bill’s impact on a policy and/or technical aspect related to transportation
planning, programming, financing, mitigation, or project delivery.

Further direction will be provided to staff, by the Chair, on bills that meet the aforementioned
criteria.

Attachment
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