Memorandum

To: CHAIR AND COMMISSIONERS CTC Meeting: ~ April 25-26, 2012

Reference No.: 4.1
Action

o //ﬁéé/mf

From IMLA G. INEHART
Executive Director

Subject: STATE AND FEDERAL LEGISLATION

ISSUE:

The Legislature reconvened on April 9, 2012 from spring recess. Attachment A provides the status
of bills that staff is monitoring.

At the March 28-29, 2012 California Transportation Commission (Commission) meeting, staff was
directed to prepare letters stating the Commission’s adopted positions and/or concerns on
legislation.

Action Item from the March 28-29, 2012 Commission Meeting

Assembly Bill 441 (Monning) — State Transportation Improvement Program

This bill would require that the Commission to, by no later than 2014, include health issues, as
specified, voluntary health and health equity factors, strategies, goals, and objectives in the
guidelines promulgated by the Commission for the preparation of regional transportation plans.

Action: Prepare a letter stating the Commission’s concerns on the bill. The Commission’s Chair
approved the letter that was forwarded to the appropriate legislative members.

Bill Status: In Senate Committee on Transportation and Housing. No hearing scheduled at this
time.

Assembly Bill 1645 (Norby) — State Highways: Naming and Designation by the Legislature
This bill would transfer the authority for naming highways, bridges, pathways, and other
transportation infrastructure from the Legislature to the Commission.

Action: Prepare a letter in opposition on the bill. The Commission’s Chair approved the letter that
was forwarded to the appropriate legislative members.

Bill Status: This bill was heard by the Assembly Committee on Transportation on April 9, 2012.
The bill failed passage by the Committee.
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Senate Bill 1102 (DeSaulnier) — State Transportation Improvement Program

This bill would require the Department of Transportation, as part of the annual project delivery
report, to report on the difference between the original allocation made by the Commission and the
actual construction capital and support costs at project close for all STIP projects completed during
the previous fiscal year. Would revise provisions to require project costs to include right-of-way
support costs. Would require the Commission to allocate funds for construction support costs for a
project in the STIP at the time of allocation of funds for construction capital costs. Would require a
supplemental project allocation request to be made for all interregional and regional projects that
experience construction support costs equal to more than 120% of the amount originally allocated.

Action: Prepare a letter in formal support on the bill. The Commission’s Chair approved the letter
that was forwarded to the appropriate legislative members.

Bill Status: In Senate Committee on Appropriations. No hearing scheduled at this time.
Copies of the letters can be found on Attachment B.

Amended Legislation

Following the March 2012 Commission meeting, two bills of interest to the Commission were
amended. Staff is currently analyzing these bills.

SB 1117 (DeSaulnier) — Statewide Passenger Rail Transportation Plan

As amended March 29, 2012: This bill would require the Commission to prepare a statewide
passenger rail transportation plan relative to conventional and high-speed intercity passenger rail,
commuter rail, and urban rail transit containing various elements. The bill would require the
commission to adopt the plan by September 2014, and update the plan every 4 years thereafter.
Requires the plan to contain goals for integrated passenger rail services and facilities, and to adopt
policies and guidelines to be used by the Department of Transportation, the High-Speed Rail
Authority, and regional transportation agencies in the development of their plans, and would
prohibit those agencies from taking inconsistent actions. Requires regional transportation planning
agencies to submit their plans for commuter rail and urban rail transit to the Commission by
December 31, 2013. This bill would also impose certain requirements on the High-Speed Rail
Authority with regard to the high-speed rail element of the plan and implementation of projects on
an incremental basis by the authority, including preparation of an incremental high-speed rail

development program, as specified, by December 31, 2013, which would be incorporated into the
authority’s business plan.

SB 1189 (Hancock) — The Safe, Reliable High-Speed Passenger Train Bond Act for the 21*
Century: Project Funding '

As amended March 26, 2012: This bill would appropriate $523,400,000 from the High-Speed
Passenger Train Bond Fund to the Department of Transportation for allocation by Commission as
provided for in specified guidelines adopted by the Commission.

The amended bills can be found on Attachment C.
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RECOMMENDATION:

The Commission is requested to provide direction to staff on legislation of interest to it.

BACKGROUND:

The Commission approved criteria to guide Commission staff in monitoring legislation and
selecting bills that should be brought forward for Commission consideration. An over-arching
criterion is that a bill must directly affect transportation on a statewide basis. Bills meeting one or
more of the criteria, provided below, will be brought forward to the Commission for consideration.

¢ Funding/Financing - funding or a funding mechanism for transportation (capital and
operations)

e Environmental Mitigation - implementation of green house gas emissions reduction and
transportation (e.g., AB 32), and/or involve the environmental process and transportation (e.g.,
CEQA)

e Planning - implementation of transportation and land use and planning (e.g., SB 375)

e Project Delivery - changes to the way transportation projects are delivered

Additional criteria for bringing a bill forward include:

e Direct Impact to Commission - changes in Commission responsibility, policy impact or
operations

e Commissioner Request - recommended by a Commissioner for consideration by the
Commission at its next regularly scheduled meeting

The Commission adopted policy to consider legislation in relation to its overall policy by topic
area, prior to taking a position on legislation addressing that topic; and remain selective in its use
of watch, support or opposition on a bill. The rationale for a policy by topic area is it permits the
Commission to address a suite of legislative proposals dealing with the same topic by commenting
to the author(s) without necessarily taking a position. Rather than taking specific positions on bills
in their initial state, the Commission can advise the Legislature on a bill’s policy and/or technical
aspects, as well as how it helps or hinders transportation. The intent of the Commission’s
comments is to alert the author of the bill’s impact on a policy and/or technical aspect related to
transportation planning, programming, financing, mitigation, or project delivery.

Further direction will be provided to staff, by the Chair, on bills that meet the aforementioned
criteria.

Attachments
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ATTACHMENT B

JOSEPH TAVAGLIONE, Chair EDMUND G. BROWN Jr., Governor

JAMES C. GHIELMETT], Vice Chair
BOB ALVARADO

DARIUS ASSEMI

YVONNE B. BURKE

LUCETTA DUNN

JAMES EARP

DARIO FROMMER

CARL GUARDINO

FRAN INMAN

JAMES WARING

SENATOR MARK DESAULNIER, Ex Officio
ASSEMBLY MEMBER BONNIE LOWENTHAL, Ex Officio

BIMLA G. RHINEHART, Executive Director

CALIFORNIA TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION

1120 N STREET, MS-52
SACRAMENTO, CA 95814
P. O. BOX 942873
SACRAMENTO, CA 94273-0001
FAX (916) 653-2134
(916) 654-4245
http://lwww.catc.ca.gov

April 6,2012

The Honorable William W. Monning
Member of the Assembly

P.O. Box 942849, Room 4116
Sacramento, CA 94849-0072

Re: Assembly Bill (AB) 441
Dear Assemblymember Monning:

As part of its statutory charge, the Commission reviewed a number of bills at its March 28, 2012
meeting. I am writing to express the Commission’s concerns on AB 441.

AB 441 requires the Commission to include voluntary health and heath equity factors, strategies,
goals and objectives in the Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) Guidelines prescribed by the
Commission for the preparation of RTPs. The Commission’s concerns with the bill include:

e Current RTP Guidelines, adopted by the Commission in April 2010, already provide
information and best practices regarding health and equity factors and issues in the following
specific sections : Complete Streets; Context Sensitive Solutions, Public Participation;
Consultation and Coordination; Social Equity and Environmental Justice; Local Streets and

- Roads, Bicycle and Pedestrian Modes; Transit; Land Use Transportation Strategies to
Address Regional Greenhouse Gas, and Sustainable Communities Strategies.

e Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs) and Regional Transportation Planning
Agencies (RTPAs) already partner with local government organizations, cities and counties,
and appropriate health oriented agencies, to support any health factors, strategies, objectives
and goals as appropriate for their particular region. With the current RTP Guidelines, the
MPO and RTPAs also continue to be able to determine at a regional level what is practical
and financially feasible for their regions.
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Public health concerns are addressed via the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).

Since RTPs undergo CEQA programmatic review, public health impacts are addressed at that
time.

MPOs and RTPAs currently develop performance objectives and measures in policies and
regional planning where public health issues are addressed.

The bill states that the inclusion of health and health equity factors in the planning
process is voluntary. However, with “voluntary” programs becoming “mandates” on

several occasions in recent history, the Commission questions how long these factors will
truly be voluntary.

As projects are presented by the MPOs and RTPAs for programming and allocation by
the Commission, it will be nearly impossible for the Commission to question the health
benefits of each individual project several years after an RTP is adopted by the region.
This would most likely lead to project delays as these issues are debated and challenged

by potential opponents of a project, thus negating the public review process afforded
during the CEQA process.

The bill’s Legislative Counsel’s Digest indicates that the Commission shall “by no later
than 2014, include voluntary health and health equity factors, strategies, goals and
objectives” in the RTP Guidelines, although the bill itself requires the Commission to
include such factors in the next revision of the guidelines.

This bill does not provide resources for MPOs or RTPAs to address additional health and
health equity factors, strategies, objective and goals, nor does it address the impact on
Commission resources to update the RTP Guidelines. The Commission’s update would
require close coordination with the MPOs, RTPAs, Caltrans and a myriad of affected
agencies, stakeholders, and advocates to develop and reach consensus on public health and
health equity factors.

If you have questions in regard to the Commission’s concerns, please call the Commission’s
Executive Director, Ms. Bimla Rhinehart, at 916-654-4245.

- Sincerely,
VR 2%
JOSEPH TAVAGLIONE
Chair

c: The Honorable Bonnie Lowenthal, Assembly Transportation Committee Chair
The Honorable Mark DeSaulnier, Senate Transportation and Housing Committee Chair
California Transportation Commissioners
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April 6,2012

The Honorable Chris Norby
Member of the Assembly
P.O. Box 942849, Room 4116
Sacramento, CA 94849-0072

Re: Oppose Assembly Bill (AB) 1645
Dear Assemblymember Norby:

The California Transportation Commission (Commission) is responsible for the programming and
allocating of funds for the construction of highway, passenger rail and transit improvements
throughout California. The Commission also advises and assists the Secretary of Business,
Transportation and Housing Agency and the Legislature in formulating and evaluating state policies
and plans for California’s transportation programs. The Commission is also an active participant in
the initiation and development of State and Federal legislation that seeks to secure financial stability
for the State’s transportation needs.

As part of its statutory charge, the Commission reviewed a number of bills at its March 28, 2012
meeting. Iam writing to inform you that the Commission expressed concerns about AB 1645, and
formally adopted an oppose position on this bill.

AB 1645 would transfer the authority of naming highways, bridges, pathways, and other
transportation infrastructure from the Legislature to the Commission. In 2008, the Legislature
authorized the naming of 50 transportation infrastructure facilities. Although the signs are paid for
with private donations, it has been estimated that it costs $15,000 in staff time for every
transportation infrastructure naming resolution that is approved. If the authority to transfer the
naming of transportation infrastructure to the Commission was approved, the Commission would
need to develop and adopt guidelines on the submission of naming requests and screening criteria for
naming nominations. Commission staff would then be required to review the requests, develop
written recommendations for Commission approval, and write and issue the approving resolution.



The Honorable Chris Norby
April 6,2012
Page 2

Due to limited staff and budget resources it would be extremely difficult for the Commission to carry
out the intent of this bill.

If you have questiohs concerning the Commission’s oppose position, please call the Commission’s
Executive Director, Ms. Bimla Rhinehart, at 916-654-4245.

Sincerely,

V7 a%d

JOSEPH TAVAGLIONE
Chair

c: The Honorable Bonnie Lowenthal, Assembly Transportation Committee Chair
The Honorable Mark DeSaulnier, Senate Transportation and Housing Committee Chair
California Transportation Commissioners
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April 4,2012

The Honorable Mark DeSaulnier
Member of the Senate

State Capitol, Room 5035
Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Support Senate Bill (SB) 1102

Dear Senator DeSaulnier:

As part of its statutory charge, the California Transportation Commission (Commission) advises the
Administration and the Legislature in formulating and evaluating state pollCIes and plans for
California’s transportation programs.

I am writing to inform you that the Commission, at its March 28, 2012 meeting, formally adopted a
support position on SB 1102.

The Commission looks forward to continuing to work with you on this bill. If you have any
questions, please call the Commission’s Executive Director, Ms. Bimla Rhinehart, at 916-654-4245.

Sincerely,

[z

JOSEPH TAVAGLIONE
Chair

c: The Honorable Bonnie Lowenthal, Assembly Transportation Commlttee Chair
California Transportation Commissioners



AMENDED IN SENATE MARCH 29, 2012

SENATE BILL No. 1117

Introduced by Senator DeSaulnier

February 17,2012

An act to add Section14537 14521.5 to the Government Code, and
to add Section 185033.1 to the Public Utilities Code, relating to
transportation.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

SB 1117, as amended, DeSaulnier. California—Fransportation
Gemmnssmﬁ—passenger—ml—p}&nﬂmg-—&atewzde passenger rail

transportation plan.

Existing law creates the California Transportation Commission, with
various powers and duties relating to the programming and allocation
of certain funds available for transportation capital improvement
projects and various other transportation policy matters. Existing law
creates the Department of Transportation with various powers and
duties relating to the state highway system and other transportation
modes, including the authority to contract for conventional rail
passenger service. Existing law requires the department to prepare a
10-year State Rail Plan on a biennial basis. Existing law creates the
High-Speed Rail Authority to develop and implement a high-speed rail
system in the state, with specified powers and duties, including
preparation of a business plan on a biennial basis. Existing law,
pursuant to the Safe, Reliable High-Speed Passenger Train Bond Act
for the 21st Century, provides for the issuance of $9.95 billion in general
obligation bonds for high-speed rail and related purposes.

This bill would require the California Transportation Commission
to prepare a statewide passenger rail transportation plan relative to

98
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conventional and high-speed intercity passenger rail, commuter rail,
and urban rail transit containing various elements. The bill would
require the commission to adopt the plan by September 2014, and update
the plan every 4 years thereafter. The bill would require the plan to
contain goals for integrated passenger rail services and facilities, and
to adopt policies and guidelines to be used by the department, the
authority, and regional transportation agencies in the development of
their plans, and would prohibit those agencies from taking inconsistent
actions. The bill would require regional transportation planning
agencies to submit their plans for commuter rail and urban rail transit
to the commission by December 31, 2013.

This bill would also impose certain requirements on the High-Speed
Rail Authority with regard to the high-speed rail element of the plan
and implementation of projects on an incremental basis by the authority,
including preparation of an incremental high-speed rail development
program, as specified, by December 31, 2013, which would be
incorporated into the authority’s business plan.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: "no.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Section 14521.5 is added to the Government Code,
2 toread:
3 14521.5. (a) The commission shall prepare a statewide
4 passenger rail transportation plan, with the following elements:
5 (1) A statement of the goals for an integrated rail passenger
6 system consisting of high-speed intercity rail, conventional intercity
7 rail, commuter rail, and urban rail transit services and facilities.
8 (2) Identification of all of the following:
9 (A) Proposed investments in high-speed intercity rail and
10 conventional intercity rail services and facilities.
11 (B) Proposed investments in commuter rail and urban rail
12 transit services and facilities.

98
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(C) . Corridors in which new or enhanced improvements will be
made.

(D) A demonstration of the plan’s consistency with the
requirements of Senate Bill 375 (Chapter 728 of the Statutes of
2008) and subsequent amendments.

(E) An assessment of transportation energy requirements for
high-speed intercity rail, conventional intercity rail, commuter
rail, and urban rail transit services.

(F) Anassessment of the ability of passenger rail transportation
services to reduce regional and intercity highway congestion, and,
in the case of high-speed rail, an assessment of the ability of the
service to reduce intercity passenger airline travel and congestion.

(G) Identification of rail corridors and expected impediments
to their development, including the availability of rights-of-way
for tracks, stations, and maintenance facilities.

(b) In preparing the plan, the commission shall adopt policies
and guidelines for developing high-speed intercity rail,
conventional intercity rail, commuter rail, and urban rail transit
services and facilities, as follows:

(1) Performance goals related to passenger capacity, financial
capacity, and service performance, and frequency of passenger
rail services based on the estimated size of statewide, regional,
and local travel markets.

(2) Performance goals for connections between rail systems to
ensure convenience and to increase travel opportunities for
passengers connecting between various rail systems.

(3) Capital and operating revenue estimates for the development
of high-speed intercity rail, conventional intercity rail, commuter
rail, and urban rail transit services and facilities. The estimates
shall be for 5-, 10-, and 20-year time horizons.

(c) The policies and guidelines shall be developed in
consultation with the department, the High-Speed Rail Authority,
regional transportation planning agencies, and the agencies
administering or operating commuter rail and urban rail transit
systems.

(d) The policies and guidelines shall be used by regional
transportation planning agencies when developing the rail mass
transportation element of their regional transportation plans. The
regional agencies shall not take actions that are inconsistent with
the policies and guidelines adopted by the commission.
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(e) The regional transportation planning agencies shall submit
their rail plans for commuter rail and urban rail transit to the
commission on or before December 31, 2013.

(f) The policies and guidelines shall be used by the department
when preparing the conventional State Rail Plan pursuant to
Section 14036 and the High-Speed Rail Authority, or its successor,
when preparing the High-Speed Rail Business Plan pursuant to
Section 185033 of the Public Utilities Code. Neither the department
nor the authority shall take actions that are inconsistent with the
policies and guidelines adopted by the commission.

(g) The commission shall incorporate statewide and regional
rail plans into the statewide passenger rail transportation plan
prepared pursuant to this section, provided the other plans are
consistent with the policies and guidelines adopted by the
commission.

(h) The peer review group established pursuant to Section
185034 of the Public Utilities Code may be convened by the
commission to provide an independent review and comment on
the proposed policies and guidelines, and on issues encountered
during the preparation of the plan.

(i) The commission shall submit a draft plan developed pursuant
to this section to the department, the High-Speed Rail Authority,
regional transportation planning agencies, and the Legislature
on or before April 30, 2014, for review and comment. The
commission shall hold at least two public workshops, with at least
one workshop in northern California and one in southern
California, to secure public comments on the draft plan.

() The final plan shall be adopted at the September 2014
meeting of the commission and updated every four years thereafter.
The commission may extend the adoption date by up to 60 days.

SEC. 2. Section 185033.1 is added to the Public Utilities Code,
to read:

185033.1. (a) Consistent with Proposition 14 (2008) and the
policies and guidelines of the California Transportation
Commission relative to the high-speed intercity rail element of the
statewide passenger rail transportation plan adopted pursuant to
Section 14521.5 of the Government Code, the authority shall plan
Jor implementation of an incremental high-speed rail development
program with the following features:
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(1) Investments in passenger rail projects in the Phase I
high-speed rail corridor (San Francisco Transbay Terminal-Los
Angeles Union Station-Anaheim) that benefit conventional intercity
and commuter rail services but that are compatible with being
upgraded to high-speed rail service in the future.

(2) Investments in operable segments in the Phase I high-speed
rail corridor that generate sufficient passenger revenue to be
attractive to private investors, that will be electrified, and that will
be converted to high-speed rail service in the future.

(3) Proposed upgrades to conventional intercity and commuter
rail segments that connect with Phase I projects and would enhance
the performance of future high-speed rail service, such as Anaheim
to San Diego and San Jose to Oakland and Sacramento.

(4) Maximization of state, local, federal, and private funds to
support intercity and commuter passenger rail development,
including high-speed rail.

(5) Projects that will create employment opportunities and meet
rail development goals.

(b) In developing the incremental high-speed rail development
program, the authority shall consult with the department, regional
transportation planning agencies, agencies administering or
operating commuter rail, freight railroads operating in the
conventional intercity and commuter rail corridors and in the
Phase I corridors, and firms that have experience in commercial
high-speed intercity rail operations.

(c) The authority shall identify one or more possible operating
segments in the Phase I corridor as a candidate for a public-private

- partnership. This shall be done in cooperation with a regional rail

agency and a private rail development consortium. The selected
segment shall have substantial existing intercity or commuter rail
ridership. There shall be a competitive procurement process
consistent with the existing procurement authority of the authority
to select the consortium. In pursuing a public-private partnership,
the authority shall minimize the capital and operating risks to the
State.

(d) The authority shall submit a draft of its incremental
development program to the California Transportation Commission
and the Legislature on or before December 31, 2013. The program
shall subsequently be incorporated into the authority’s business
plan prepared pursuant to Section 185033.
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AMENDED IN SENATE MARCH 26, 2012

SENATE BILL No. 1189

Introduced by Senator Hancock
(Principal coauthor: Assembly Member Ma)
(Coauthor: Senator Alquist)
(Coauthor: Assembly Member Beall)

February 22, 2012

An act relatiﬁg to high-speed rail, and making an appropriation
therefor.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

SB 1189, as amended, Hancock. The Safe, Reliable High-Speed
Passenger Train Bond Act for the 21st Century: project funding.

Existing law, pursuant to the Safe, Reliable High-Speed Passenger
Train Bond Act for the 21st Century, approved by the voters as
Proposition 14 at the November 4, 2008, general election, provides for
the issuance of $9.95 billion in general obligation bonds for high-speed
train capital projects and other associated purposes. Existing law makes
$950 million of the proceeds of those bonds .available for capital
improvements to intercity and commuter rail lines and urban rail
systems that provide direct connectivity to the high-speed train system
and its facilities, or that are part of the construction of the high-speed
train system, as specified, or that provide capacity enhancements and
safety - improvements. Existing law requires the California
Transportation Commission to allocate those funds to eligible recipients,
as defined, and to develop guidelines to implement those provisions.

This bill would appropriate $523,400,000 from the High-Speed
Passenger Train Bond Fund to the Department of Transportation for
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allocation by the California Transportation Commission as provided
for in specified guidelines adopted by the

'] b b o

Vote: majority. Appropriation: ne-yes. Fiscal committee: ne
yes. State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

1 SECTION 1. The Legislature finds and declares all of the
2 following: '
3 (a) In approving the Safe, Reliable High-Speed Passenger Train
4 Bond Act for the 21st Century at the November 4, 2008, general
5 election, California voters approved $950 million in general
6 obligation bonds to be available for capital improvements to the
7 state’s intercity and commuter rail lines and urban rail systems.
8 The funds, available upon appropriation by the Legislature, are
9 for improvements that provide direct connectivity to the high-speed
10 train system and its facilities, are part of the construction of the
11 high-speed train system, or are improvements that provide capacity -
12 enhancements and safety improvements on the existing intercity,
13 commuter, or urban rail lines.
14 (b) Ofthe $950 million authorized for expenditure by the voters
15 for the purposes described in subdivision (a), 20 percent, or $190
16 million, is to be allocated among the three state-supported intercity
17  rail lines known as the Capitol Corridor line, the San Joaquin line,
18 and the Pacific Surfliner line (Intercity Rail Program). Eighty
19 percent, or $760 million, is to be allocated to other commuter and
20 wurban rail line operators based on a formula outlined in the bond
21 act (Commuter and Urban Rail Program).
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(c) The approved bond act requires commuter and urban rail
line operators that are eligible recipients of these state bond funds
to provide matching funds in an amount not less than the amount:
of bond funds allocated to the recipient. This match requirement
means for every dollar of state bond funds invested in an eligible
local project, at least one dollar of nonbond funds will also be
invested in the project.

(d) The Safe, Reliable High-Speed Passenger Train Bond Act
for the 21st Century requires the California Transportation
Commission to develop guidelines for the implementation of both
the Intercity Rail Program and the Commuter and Urban Rail
Program. The commission. is also responsible for allocating the
available funds to eligible recipients in each program.

(e) On February 24, 2010, the commission adopted the program
guidelines for the 3950 million High-Speed Passenger Train Bond
Program, consisting of the 3190 million Intercity Rail Program
and the $760 million Commuter and Urban Rail Program.

() On May 20, 2010, the commission adopted the initial
program of projects to be funded by the High-Speed Passenger
Train Bond Program, a program that proposed to fund $262.4
million in projects in the 201112 fiscal year alone.

(g) While the Budget Act of 201 1, passed by the Legislature on
June 28, 2011, included an appropriation totaling more than 3262
million to begin funding eligible projects in the
commission-adopted High-Speed Passenger Train Bond Program,
all but §28 million of the appropriation was vetoed.

(h) Notwithstanding the veto of a significant portion of the bond
funds appropriated for the High-Speed Passenger Train Bond
Program, it remains imperative for the Legislature to appropriate
bond funds to eligible recipients so that project contracts can be
signed, mobility and safety improvements can commence, and
immediate job opportunities for Californians can be made
available.

(i) According to commuter and urban rail service providers
throughout the state, the bond funds from the 83760 million
Commuter and Urban Rail Program alone are estimated to fund
no less than 15 capital improvement and safety projects in
California, leveraging more than $4.9 billion in nonstate
transportation funds, and creating nearly 200,000 jobs.
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(i) The mobility and safety improvements funded by these bond
Sfunds will benefit Californians in all regions of the state.

(k) The appropriation of bond funds for the High-Speed
Passenger Train Bond Program, as adopted and updated by the
commission, is a necessary precursor for rail mobility and safety
improvements and for job creation in California. It is, therefore,
the intent of the Legislature to appropriate these funds for
allocation by the commission to eligible rail operators requesting
an allocation. ;

SEC. 2. Pursuant to Section 2704.095 of the Streets and
Highways Code, the sum of five hundred twenty-three million four
hundred thousand dollars (3523,400,000) is hereby appropriated
from the High-Speed Passenger Train Bond Fund to the
Department of Transportation for allocation by the California
Transportation Commission as provided for in the guidelines
adopted by the commission in Resolution HSTI1A-G-0910-01 on
February 24, 2010, and as those guidelines may be updated by
the commission.
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