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APPROVAL OF PROJECT FOR FUTURE CONSIDERATION OF FUNDING
MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION FOR THE FRENCH VALLEY PARKWAY/
INTERSTATE 15 OVER-CROSSING AND INTERCHANGE IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT
(RESOLUTION E-11-18)

ISSUE:

Should the Commission, as a Responsible Agency, accept the Mitigated Negative Declaration
(MND) for the French Valley Parkway/ Interstate 15 Over-Crossing and Interchange Improvements
Project (project) in Riverside County and approve the project for future consideration of funding?

RECOMMENDATION:

Staff recommends that the Commission accept the MND and approve the project for future
consideration of funding.

BACKGROUND:

The City of Temecula (City) is the CEQA lead agency for the project. On February 23, 2010 the
City adopted the MND and found that the project would not have a significant effect on the
environment after mitigation.

The project is located in the cities of Temecula and Murrieta in Riverside County. The project will
construct a new principal arterial (French Valley Parkway) between Jefferson Avenue and Ynez
Road, construct a new interchange on Interstate 15 (I-15) at French Valley Parkway, and construct a
new Collector/Distributor (C/D) System of lanes along both sides of I-15. The project will reduce
traffic congestion, improve safety and provide alternative vehicle access to 1-15.

Impacts that require mitigation measures to be reduced to a less than significant level relate to
biological resources. Mitigation measures include, but are not limited to, purchase of high quality
habitat for the Los Angeles Pocket Mouse; riparian habitat creation or payment in-lieu fees to a
regional conservation authority that will use the fees for ongoing restoration and management of
existing riparian resources in the region; and night construction activity minimization.
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On February 14, 2011 the City confirmed that the preferred alternative set forth in the final
environmental document is consistent with the project scope of work programmed by the
Commission in the STIP and included in the Regional Transportation Plan.

The project will be designed and constructed in two phases. The total project is estimated to cost
$201,398,396. Phase I, estimated to cost $30,958,108, is fully funded with Local funds. Phase I
construction is estimated to begin July 2011. Phase Il is estimated to cost $170,440,288 and is
currently funded with Local Funds and STIP ($12,729,000) funds through the PS&E phase. Phase Il
construction is estimated to begin March 2013.
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CALIFORNIA TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION

Resolution for Future Consideration of Funding
08 — Riverside County
Resolution E-11-18

WHEREAS, the City of Temecula (City) has completed a Mitigated Negative
Declaration pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the
CEQA Guidelines for the following project:

. French Valley Parkway/Interstate 15 Over-Crossing and Interchange Project

WHEREAS, the City has certified that the Mitigated Negative Declaration has
been completed pursuant to CEQA and the State CEQA Guidelines for its
implementation; and

WHEREAS, the project will construct a new interchange at French Valley Parkway at
Interstate 15 (I-15) and provide a collector/distributor (C/D) roadway system parallel to I-
15 in the cities of Temecula and Murrieta in Riverside County; and

WHEREAS, the California Transportation Commission, as a Responsible Agency,
has considered the information contained in the Mitigated Negative Declaration;
and

WHEREAS, the City found that all significant or potentially significant impacts can be
reduced by mitigation measures to a less than significant level; and

WHEREAS, the City adopted the Mitigated Negative Declaration; and

WHEREAS, the City adopted a Mitigation Monitoring Reporting Program for the
project.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the California Transportation
Commission does hereby accept the Mitigated Negative Declaration and approve the
above referenced project to allow for future consideration of funding.
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