
 

M e m o r a n d u m 
 

To:  CHAIR AND COMMISSIONERS 
  

CTC Meeting: November 3-4, 2010  

 Reference No.: 2.2c. (11)  
 Action  

 
 
 

From:  BIMLA G. RHINEHART 
 Executive Director 

 

 
Subject: APPROVAL OF PROJECT FOR FUTURE CONSIDERATION OF FUNDING 

MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION FOR THE LATHROP ROAD/UNION PACIFIC 
RAILROAD (UPRR) WESTERLY GRADE SEPARATION PROJECT 
RESOLUTION E-10-97  

 
  

ISSUE: 
 

Should the Commission, as a Responsible Agency, accept the Mitigated Negative Declaration 
(MND) for the Lathrop Road/UPRR Westerly Grade Separation Project (project) in San Joaquin 
County and approve the project for future consideration of funding? 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 

 

Staff recommends that the Commission accept the MND and approve the project for future 
consideration of funding. 
 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 

The City of Lathrop (City) is the CEQA lead agency for the project.  On September 1, 2009 the City 
approved the MND and found that the project would not have a significant effect on the environment 
after mitigation.   
 
The project consists of two related improvements.  The project will widen Lathrop Road from two to 
four lanes and  construct a grade separated crossing on Lathrop road on both sides of the Union 
Pacific Railroad (UPRR) tracks on 31 parcels from Harlan Road to east of McKinley Avenue.  The 
proposed project will ease congestion and improve levels of service along Lathrop Road and 
improve safety for motorists, pedestrians, and bicyclists.  
 
Impacts that require mitigation measures to be reduced to a less than significant level relate to air 
quality; biological resources; cultural resources; geology and soils; hazards and hazardous materials; 
noise; and hydrology and water quality.  Mitigation measures include, but are not limited to, 
watering active construction areas at least twice daily; conducting a pre-construction survey to 
determine if burrowing owls, Swainson’s hawks, or migratory birds are nesting in the project area 
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and adherence to seasonal work restrictions if necessary; if historic and/or cultural resources are 
found, the City will be notified and the services of a qualified archaeologist will be retained; ground 
disturbance and vegetation removal shall be limited during construction; soil samples will be 
collected and analyzed for any contamination; and all noise producing construction activities shall 
comply with the Lathrop Municipal Code.   The City adopted a Mitigation Monitoring Reporting 
Program for the project in September 2009. 
 
The project is fully funded through right-of-way.  The project is funded with State (STIP) 
($14,087,000) and Local ($7,022,000) funds.  Construction is programmed for fiscal year 
2011/2012; however, the City is estimating construction to begin in fiscal year 2012/13.   
 
Attachments 
 Resolution E-10-97 
 Project Location      

      
  



CALIFORNIA TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 
 

Resolution for Future Consideration of Funding  
10 – San Joaquin County 

Resolution E-10-97      
 

 
1.1 WHEREAS, the City of Lathrop (City) has completed a Mitigated Negative 

Declaration  pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the 
CEQA Guidelines for the following project: 

 
 Lathrop Road/Union Pacific Railroad Westerly Grade Separation Project 

 
1.2 WHEREAS, the City has certified that the Mitigated Negative Declaration has 

been completed pursuant to CEQA and the State CEQA Guidelines for its 
implementation; and 

 
1.3 WHEREAS, the project will widen Lathrop Road from two lanes to four lanes and 

construct a grade separated crossing on Lathrop Road on both sides of the Union 
Pacific Railroad tracks; and 

 
1.4 WHEREAS, the California Transportation Commission, as a Responsible Agency, 

has considered the information contained in the Mitigated Negative Declaration; 
and 

 
1.5 WHEREAS, the City found that all significant or potentially significant impacts 

can be reduced by mitigation measures to a less than significant level; and 
 
1.6 WHEREAS, the City Council approved the Mitigated Negative Declaration; and 
 
1.7 WHEREAS, the City adopted a Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program for 

the project. 
 
2.1  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the California Transportation 

Commission does hereby accept the Mitigated Negative Declaration and approve 
the above referenced project to allow for future consideration of funding. 
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