
 
 

Memorandum 
 
 
To:  CHAIR AND COMMISSIONERS Date: April 23, 2010 
 
 
From: BIMLA G. RHINEHART File: Book Item 2.2c (8) 
  Executive Director  Action 
 
 
Ref:  Final Environmental Impact Report for the Road 108 Widening Project  
  (Resolution E-10-38) 
 
 
ISSUE:  Should the Commission, as a Responsible Agency, accept the Final Environmental 
Impact Report, Findings and Statement of Overriding Considerations for the Road 108 Widening 
Project (project) in Tulare County and approve the project for future consideration of funding? 
 
RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends that the Commission accept the FEIR, Findings 
and Statement of Overriding Considerations and approve the project for future consideration of 
funding. 
 
BACKGROUND:  The County of Tulare (County) is the CEQA lead agency for the project.  
The project would increase traffic capacity on Road 108 between the cities of Tulare and Visalia 
and upgrade traffic controls at major intersections.  The increase in capacity is needed to 
accommodate the increase in traffic volumes along Road 108 as a result of the urbanization of 
the cities of Tulare and Visalia.  In addition to adding additional lanes, the project includes 
intersection improvements with traffic signals, left turn channelization, minor highway 
realignment, medians, paved shoulders, curb, gutter, sidewalks, and other improvements. 
 
The FEIR identified significant impacts that are unavoidable and cannot be reduced to a less than 
significant level with mitigation.   These significant and unavoidable impacts include the 
generation of operation related emissions of ozone precursors, carbon monoxide, and particulate 
matter in excess of San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District Standards in Year 2010; 
exposure of noise sensitive land uses to construction noise; exposure of noise sensitive land uses 
to traffic noise and a cumulative increase in noise due to project operations.  
 
On February 6, 2007, the County Board of Supervisors (Board) approved the FEIR, Findings, 
and adopted a Mitigation Monitoring Program and a Statement of Overriding Considerations for 
the project.    The Board found that the additional traffic capacity and convenience on the 
roadway in response to growth in the region as an economic consideration as well as safety 
enhancements of the facility overrides the unavoidable and significant impacts.   
 
The project is estimated to cost $29,498,000 and is anticipated to be funded with Local 
($27,203,000) and SLPP ($2,295,000) funds.  Construction is estimated to begin in 2010. 
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On  April 27, 2010, the project engineer for the County of Tulare confirmed that the selected 
alternative set forth in the FEIR is consistent with the project scope of work that is anticipated to 
be programmed for SLPP funding. 
 
 
Attachments 
• Resolution E-10-38    
• Statement of Overriding Considerations 
• Project Location 



CALIFORNIA TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 
 

Resolution for Consideration of Future Funding  
06 – Tulare County 
Resolution E-10-38  

 
 
1.1 WHEREAS, the County of Tulare (County) has completed a Final Environmental 

Impact Report pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and 
the CEQA Guidelines for the following project: 

 
• Road 108 Widening Project 

 
1.2 WHEREAS, the County has certified that the Final Environmental Impact Report 

has been completed pursuant to CEQA and the State CEQA Guidelines for its 
implementation; and 

 
1.3 WHEREAS, the project would add additional lanes and construct intersection, 

traffic signal, left turn channelization, minor highway realignment, medians, paved 
shoulders, curb, gutter, sidewalks and other improvements; and 

 
1.4 WHEREAS, the California Transportation Commission, as a Responsible Agency, 

has considered the information contained in the Final Environmental Impact 
Report; and 

 
1.5 WHEREAS, Findings of Fact made pursuant to CEQA guidelines indicate that 

specific unavoidable significant impacts related air quality and noise make it 
infeasible to avoid or fully mitigate to a less than significant level the effects 
associated with the project; and 

 
1.6 WHEREAS, the County adopted a Statement of Overriding Considerations for the 

project; and 
 
1.7 WHEREAS, the County adopted a Mitigation Monitoring Program for the project; 

and 
 
1.8  WHEREAS, the above significant effects are acceptable when balanced against the facts 

as set forth in the Statement of Overriding Considerations. 
 
2.1  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the California Transportation 

Commission does hereby accept the Final Environmental Impact Report, Findings of Fact 
and Statement of Overriding Considerations and approve the above referenced project to 
allow for future consideration of funding. 
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Vicinity Map for Road 108 Widening 


