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RECOMMENDATION: 
 
The California Department of Transportation (Department) recommends the California 
Transportation Commission (Commission) consider an application amendment for Traffic 
Congestion Relief Program (TCRP) Project 32.9, as described below. 

 
ISSUE: 
 
The North Coast Railroad Authority (NCRA) requests an application amendment for TCRP 
Project 32.9 – North Coast Railroad; long-term stabilization (PPNO T0329) to update the 
project schedule for completion of Environmental (PA&ED) and construction from  
Fiscal Year (FY) 2008-09 to FY 2010-11.   
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
On February 14, 2008, the Commission approved Resolution TAA-07-47, which revised the 
project scope, reprogrammed funds among project components, updated the project funding plan, 
and revised the project schedule for TCRP Projects 32.9 and 32.3.  Also approved was the use of 
TCRP funds from both projects to fund a Geotechnical Study and Mapping of the Eel River 
Canyon (Canyon Study). 
 
For Project 32.9, the scope of construction was revised under TAA-07-47 to focus the project on 
restoring a segment of the rail line within the Russian River Division.  To coincide with that 
construction scope revision, PA&ED was also revised.  Rather than produce an Environmental 
Impact Report addressing activities in the Eel River Canyon (one part of the original PA&ED 
scope of Project 32.9), NCRA was required to produce the Canyon Study, which was approved 
under TAA-07-47 to be funded under both TCRP Project 32.9 and 32.3.   
 
As part of the original PA&ED scope of Project 32.9, NCRA is producing an “Environmental 
Impact Report (EIR) for Operation in the Russian River Division”.  This EIR evaluates the impact 
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of using the rail line for freight operations.  The EIR is not affected by the change approved in 
February 2008, which left the Canyon Study as the remaining scope of PA&ED for Project 32.9. 
 
On April 8, 2010, the Commission approved Resolution TAA-09-16 for Project 32.3, which 
established FY 2010-11 as the completion date for the Canyon Study.   
 
In order to align the PA&ED allocations from both Project 32.3 and 32.9, for the Canyon Study, 
NCRA requests the Commission approve this new resolution, TAA-09-24, to complete PA&ED in 
FY 2010-11.  NCRA needs this additional time because access into the canyon is limited due to 
seasonal water flows and private property concerns.  By delaying its final field reviews for the 
Canyon Geotechnical study and mapping until May 2010, NCRA can enter the canyon along with 
other agencies who are conducting fish passage assessments under other projects unrelated to 
transportation. 
 
For the remaining scope of construction for Project 32.9, NCRA filed a Notice of Categorical 
Exemption.  Construction has been delayed but is ongoing and is not subject to the Canyon Study.  
NCRA will complete construction concurrently with their work on the Canyon Study. 
 
Construction was delayed primarily due to litigation against NCRA initiated in September 2007 by 
the City of Novato.  This litigation has been concluded, but there were additional delays to 
construction due to at-grade crossing issues in the city of Petaluma.  Petaluma required an 
encroachment permit for signal work at a crossing near the intersection of Washington Street and 
D Street, which entailed additional design work for NCRA.   
 
One segment of the construction scope for Project 32.9 cannot be completed until the California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife approves a permit for bridge work.  NCRA applied for this permit 
in November 2009 but it has been delayed due to state staffing shortages.  NCRA expects to have 
this permit by November 2010. 
 
NCRA requests a project application amendment to update the project schedule to change the 
completion date for Environmental and construction from FY 2008-09 to FY 2010-11.   
 
NCRA did not make this request prior to the end of FY 2008-09, which is when Program 
Supplements (contracts) reached their termination dates.  Approval of this resolution would allow 
payment of outstanding invoices.  NCRA requests that the new term for completion of 
Environmental and construction be retroactive to FY 2008-09 for both Environmental and 
construction.   
 
RESOLUTION TAA-09-24 
 
Be it Resolved, that the California Transportation Commission does hereby amend Traffic 
Congestion Relief Program Project 32.9 - North Coast Railroad; long-term stabilization  
(PPNO T0329) to update the project schedule for Environmental and construction, as described 
above. 
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