
Memorandum  
 

To: Chair and Commissioners    Date: March 18, 2009 
 
 
From: ANDRE BOUTROS     File: Book Item 2.2c (1) 
         Action 
 
 
Ref: Final Environmental Impact Report – South Access to the Golden Gate 

Bridge – Doyle Drive Project (Resolution E-09-21)  
 
 
ISSUE:  Should the Commission, as a Responsible Agency, accept the Final 
Environmental Impact Report (FEIR), Findings of Fact and Statement of Overriding 
Considerations to allow the South Access to the Golden Gate Bridge - Doyle Drive 
Project to be considered for funding? 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  Staff recommends that the Commission accept the FEIR, 
Findings of Fact and Statement of Overriding Considerations for the South Access to the 
Golden Gate Bridge Doyle Drive Project (project) and approve the project to allow for 
consideration of funding.  
  
BACKGROUND:   The Doyle Drive portion of Route 101 provides the southern access 
to the Golden Gate Bridge and is part of the primary north-south link in coastal 
California.  Doyle Drive is located within the Presidio of San Francisco (Presidio) and 
provides access to such cultural and natural features as the Golden Gate National 
Recreation Area, the Presidio, the Golden Gate Bridge, and the Palace of Fine Arts.   
 
The purpose of the project is to improve the seismic, structural, and traffic safety of the 
roadway that is approaching the end of its useful life.  Doyle Drive, the southern 
approach of US 101 to the Golden Gate Bridge, is 1.5 miles long with six traffic lanes.  
The proposed project will replace the existing facility with a new six lane facility and 
southbound auxiliary lane, between the Park Presidio Interchange and the new Presidio 
access at Girard Road. 
 
The FEIR/Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) was finalized in October 2008.  
The San Francisco County Transportation Authority (the Authority) was the CEQA Lead 
Agency for the FEIR.  The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) was the NEPA 
Lead Agency for the FEIS.  The Authority and Caltrans were also Co-Lead Agencies 
under NEPA.  Caltrans is the owner operator of the facility and is managing the design, 
construction and funding activities associated with the project in partnership with the 
Authority.   
 
Two build alternatives were considered in addition to the no-build alternative.  Following 
release of the Draft EIS/EIR in December 2005, individuals and agency staff provided 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA CALIFORNIA TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 
 



Chair and Commissioners 
March 18, 2009 
Book Item 2.2c (1)  
Page 2 of 2 
 
over eight hundred comments regarding the environmental analysis and project 
alternatives.  Based on these comments and agency/public workshops, it was determined 
that the Presidio Parkway Alternative would best meet the purpose, need, and specific 
objectives of this project.  
 
The FEIR identified 12 environmental factors where the proposed project may result in 
significant or potentially significant impacts.  The majority of these significant impacts 
can be avoided through implementation of identified mitigation measures.  However, 
even with full implementation of the identified mitigation measures, the proposed project 
will result in significant unavoidable impacts to three specific areas:  a) cultural 
resources, b) geology, and c) land use and planning.  As a result, the Authority’s Board of 
Commissioners adopted a Statement of Overriding Considerations for this project. 
 
The project, estimated to cost $1,045,600,000, is programmed in the 2008 STIP 
($71,100,000), TCRP ($15,000,000), SHOPP GARVEE ($405,000,000), Federal 
($203,600,000), and Local ($337,900,000) funds.  Additional funding is anticipated to be 
programmed in the 2010 STIP ($13,000,000).  Construction will be performed in phases 
and is estimated to begin in Fiscal Year 2009. 
 
 
 
Attachments 
- Resolution No. 09-21 
- Project Location 
- Findings of Fact and Statement of Overriding Considerations 



CALIFORNIA TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 
 

Resolution for Consideration of Funding  
04-SF-101, PM 8.0/9.8; 04-SF-001, PM 6.8/7.1 

Resolution E-09-21 
 
 
1.1 WHEREAS, the San Francisco County Transportation Authority (Authority) has 

completed a Final Environmental Impact Report pursuant to the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the CEQA Guidelines for the following 
project: 

 
• South Access to the Golden Gate Bridge – Doyle Drive  

 
1.2 WHEREAS, the Authority has certified that the Final Environmental Impact 

Report has been completed pursuant to CEQA and the State CEQA Guidelines for 
its implementation; and 

 
1.3 WHEREAS, the project will improve the seismic, structural, and traffic safety of 

the roadway which is approaching the end of its useful life; and 
 
1.4 WHEREAS, the California Transportation Commission, as a Responsible Agency, 

has considered the information contained in the Final Environmental Impact 
Report; and 

 
1.5 WHEREAS, written findings indicate that specific unavoidable significant impacts 

related to cultural resources, geology, and land use and planning make it infeasible 
to avoid or fully mitigate to a level less than significant the effects associated as a 
result of the project; and 

 
1.6 WHEREAS, a statement of overriding considerations was adopted and findings 

were made pursuant to CEQA guidelines; and 
 
1.7 WHEREAS, the above significant effects are acceptable when balanced against the 

facts as set forth in the Statement of Overriding Considerations. 
 
2.1  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the California Transportation 

Commission does hereby accept the findings and statement of overriding 
considerations and approve the above referenced project to allow for consideration 
of funding.  
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