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Subject:  DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT, STATE ROUTE 11 IN SAN DIEGO 

COUNTY – CONSTRUCT NEW ROADWAY AND PORT OF ENTRY NEAR SAN DIEGO 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
 
The Department of Transportation (Department) recommends that the California Transportation 
Commission (Commission) review and comment at the April 9-10, 2008 Commission meeting on 
the following Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR): 
 
• 11-SD-11, PM 0.0/2.7 - Construct new roadway and Port of Entry in San Diego County 

near the city of San Diego. 
 
PROGRAMMING: 
 
This project in San Diego County would construct a new roadway, State Route 11 (SR 11), and 
a new Port of Entry (POE) on the United States/Mexico border near the city of San Diego.  The 
environmental document is divided into two phases.  The current environmental document is 
for Phase I and will identify the location of potential corridors.  Phase II will be project level 
analysis and environmental approval for the SR 11 and the POE components.  The overall 
project is not fully funded.  The project is only funded for Project Approval/Environmental 
Document in the amount of $13,000,000 in the 2006 State Transportation Improvement 
Program – Interregional Improvement Program funds.  The total cost of the project is estimated 
to be $715,220,000.  Construction is estimated to begin in Fiscal Year (FY) 2012-13, 
depending on the availability of funds. 
 
ALTERNATIVES BEING CONSIDERED: 
 
The DEIR identifies potential locations for the future implementation of SR 11 and the Otay Mesa 
East POE, both of which would be entirely new facilities.  The DEIR identifies two alternative 
corridors and POE sites: 
 
• Alternative 1 - No Build. 

 
• Alternative 2 - Western Alternative Corridor – The Western Corridor Alternative 

includes the SR 11 and POE site.  The 2.1 mile long corridor would extend eastward 
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from Harvest Road at the future SR-125/SR-905 interchange, passing south of Otay 
Mesa Road and north of Airway Road, and curving southward to connect with the 
northern edge of the Western POE site. 

 
• Alternative 3 - Central Alternative Corridor – The Central Corridor Alternative includes 

the SR 11 and POE site.  The 2.5 mile long corridor would extend east along the same 
alignment as the western alternative, but it would extend further to the east before 
curving southward to the northern edge of the Central POE site. 

 
POTENTIAL SIGNIFICANT ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS: 

 
Because the DEIR is a program level document, potential environmental impacts are not 
discussed in a level of detail as they would be in a project level environmental document.  
Project level environmental documents will be prepared for both the new SR 11 and the 
new POE during Phase II of the project.  Potential significant environmental effects 
identified at this phase of the project include: 
 

• Land use 
• Water quality 
• Biological resources 
• Cultural resources 
• Farm land 
• Visual 
• Air Quality 
• Paleontology 
• Hazardous Materials 
• Geology 

 
Because of the potentially significant environmental impacts listed above, an 
Environmental Impact Report is being prepared. 
 
PROPOSED MEASURES TO MINIMIZE HARM: 

 
Mitigation measures have not been prepared for this phase of the project as no physical 
change would occur under any of the proposed alternatives.  Mitigation measures will 
be prepared for the project level environmental documents during Phase II of the 
project. 
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