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Memorandum 
 

 
To: Chair and Commissioners    Date: October 12, 2007 
 
 
 
From: JOHN F. BARNA, JR.    File: Book Item 4.3   
 Executive Director      Action   
   
 
 
Ref: Draft Public Partnership High Occupancy Toll (HOT) Lane Guidelines and 

Application Resolution G-07-08 
 
 
ISSUE:  Should the draft Public Partnership (PP) HOT lane guidelines and application 
form developed to implement the requirements of AB 1467 be adopted by the 
Commission?  The Commission has received a request from a Regional Transportation 
Agency (RTA) to develop and operate a HOT lane in response to this legislation.  
Therefore, a process to request and receive an eligibility determination by the 
Commission is necessary.   
 
RECOMMENDATION:  Commission staff recommends that the Commission consider 
the draft PP HOT lane guidelines and application attached to this memorandum, together 
with any comments received to date. If there are no substantive comments from regional 
transportation agencies or other interested parties, staff recommends that the Commission 
adopt the guidelines and application form.  If there are substantive comments, we 
recommend that the Commission direct staff to address these comments and prepare a 
final draft for adoption at the November 7-8 meeting. 
 
BACKGROUND:  Assembly Bill 1467 (Nunez), approved by the Governor May 19, 
2006, authorizes that, until January 1, 2012, RTAs, in cooperation with the Department of 
Transportation (Department) may apply to the Commission to develop and operate high-
occupancy toll lanes, including the administration and operation of a value pricing 
program and exclusive or preferential lane facilities for public transit, as specified.  The 
number of projects that may be approved is limited to four, two in Northern California 
and two in Southern California. 
 
AB 1467 provides that the Legislature will select the HOT lane project(s). The 
Commission’s role in implementing this legislation is limited to establishing eligibility 
criteria, determining whether each HOT lane application is eligible, holding public 
hearings in both Northern and Southern California for each eligible application, and 
submitting eligible application(s) and any public comments to the Legislature for 
approval or rejection.  Approval by the Legislature is achieved by enactment of a statute.  
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SUMMARY:  Attached to this book item are: 
 
• A summary of the proposed process for the Commission to follow for PP HOT lane 

projects. 
  
• Draft guidelines and a draft application form to provide a process for RTAs to request 

the Commission to consider whether a HOT lane project is eligible and to set forth 
the eligibility criteria and procedures for the Commission to evaluate PP HOT lane 
project eligibility.   
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Summary of the Proposed Process for  
Public Partnership Transportation Projects – High Occupancy Toll Lanes 

 
Public Partnership (PP) High Occupancy Toll (HOT) lane applications would be 
evaluated according to the following process: 
 
1. Commission staff would perform a preliminary pre-qualification review of the 

application to assess whether the application appears complete and generally meets 
the eligibility criteria. 

 
2. Commission staff would evaluate project applications against eligibility criteria.    

Eligibility objectives would include obtaining evidence to support whether the project 
complies with the Streets & Highways Code Sections 149 through 149.7, there is 
cooperation with the Department and consistency with state highway system 
requirements; the project is technically and financially feasible; the project is 
consistent with the RTP; and there are performance measures established for project 
monitoring and tracking. 

 
3. Based on an evaluation of the project application to the eligibility criteria, the 

Commission Executive Director would recommend that the Commission accept or 
reject the application.    For applications considered eligible by the Commission, one 
public hearing would be held in Northern California and one in Southern California. 

 
4. The Commission would submit the eligible application and any public comments 

made during the hearings to the Legislature for approval or rejection.  
 
5. For those projects approved by the Legislature and enacted by statute, the Department 

would enter into an agreement with the Regional Transportation Agency.  
 
6. The Commission, in cooperation with the Legislative Analyst, would report annually 

to the Legislature on the progress of the development and operation of a facility 
approved under these guidelines.  

 
 
  










































