PROJECT TITLE

Alameda Corridor East; Orangethorpe Corridor; Placentia /Melrose Avenue Railroad Grade Separation

ITIP FUNDING NEED:
YES; $2.2 million
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Project Location:  
In Orange County in the Cities of Placentia and Fullerton

Co/Rte/KP/PM:
Not applicable 

Project Description:
Construct railroad grade separation on the BNSF line at Placentia/Melrose Avenue

Project Scope:
Complete implementation of the project, with construction of a railroad grade separation on the BNSF line at Placentia Avenue and Melrose Avenue which is on the boundary of the cities of Placentia and Fullerton


Total Project Cost:   
$19.5 million for Melrose Avenue and $15 million for Placentia Avenue grade separation project.

Existing Funding:
$3.3 million STIP               $16.2  TCRP 

Project Schedule: 
10/01/01 thru 3/31/04

PROJECT INFORMATION

Background:
AB 2928 was signed into law on March 20, 2000, creating a comprehensive transportation funding measure that incorporated most of Governor Gray Davis’ proposals for almost $5 billion in congestion relief, transportation system connectivity and goods movement projects.  Included among those proposals was $28 million of Transportation Congestion Relief Program funding for the “Alameda Corridor East; (Orangethorpe Corridor).  This funding was intended to build grade separations on the Burlington Northern-Santa Fe railroad line in Orange County.  

The Orange County Transportation Authority, as the lead applicant agency, in cooperation with the City of Placentia, as the implementing agency, submitted an application to the California Transportation Commission for use of the funds.  The Commission approved an allocation for right-of-way acquisition during the June 2001 meeting.  These funds would be used  for the early implementation of two grade separation projects at Melrose Street and Placentia Avenue, and one street closure at Bradford Street.  The City has filed Statutory Categorical Exemptions for these projects pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA; Section 21080.13 Railroad Grade Separation Project.)   The City is front funding the design for the grade separations, and will be prepared for expedited project construction in July 2002 with State funding.

The estimated costs for project development, right-of-way acquisition, and construction for the Melrose/Bradford and Placentia projects is $36.6 million.  Of the total, $16.2  million of TCRP have already been allocated and $3.3 million of STIP will be needed to complete the Melrose Avenue Grade Separation. 

The Melrose/Bradford project is under construction and nearly complete. These streets are totally within the City of Placentia, and no institutional issues remain.  The Placentia Avenue project defines the boundary between the cities of Placentia and Fullerton, and some issues remain unresolved between those two entities.  Although they carry less traffic, the Melrose/Bradford project is an integral part of the Old Santa Fe District renewal program.  

The Placentia Avenue grade separation project is one of eleven existing at-grade railroad crossings within the cities of Fullerton, Placentia, and Anaheim within the Orange County Gateway project reach.  The boundaries of the Orange County Gateway are from Placentia Avenue on the west to Imperial Highway on the east, approximately 5 miles.  Placentia and Melrose/Bradford are intended as early implementation projects.  Standard grade separation solutions are preferred by the City of Fullerton, and geometric challenges dealing with SR 57 dictate that Placentia and Melrose grade separations are done as street underpasses.  Although the method for grade separating the remaining eight crossings within the Orange County Gateway area east of Bradford Street must be resolved through NEPA and CEQA environmental studies, it is anticipated that the railroad may be lowered between Bradford Street and Imperial Highway.  The Melrose/Bradford and Placentia grade separations may be implemented quickly to demonstrate the benefits of the Orange County Gateway grade separation program and Governor Davis’ Traffic Congestion Relief Program.

Project Need: 

BNSF, Metrolink, and AMTRAK train volumes within the Orangethorpe Corridor are already high and are anticipated to multiply approximately 2.5 times by 2020.  This increased volume is attributed to the anticipated increase in rail shipments to and from the international ports of Los Beach and Los Angeles.  Approximately 40% of the rail traffic from the ports is anticipated to use the Orangethorpe Corridor.  

Street traffic volumes will also increase dramatically over the next 20 years.  As SR 57 reaches gridlock, motorists will look for alternative north/south local streets, including Placentia Avenue, as alternatives.   The streets within Placentia and Anaheim that parallel SR 57 that now cross the tracks at-grade will be such alternative routes.  As SR 91 reaches gridlock, motorist will seek alternative local streets for east/west travel alternatives.  Orangethorpe Boulevard is one such route, but the ability to access that parallel thoroughfare is impaired by train crossing conflicts. 

Without the Orange County Gateway grade separations, the BNSF trains would continue to roll – at least until collisions with automobiles.  But, street traffic would be severely impaired.  This would include emergency vehicles, transit vehicles, trucks, and automobiles.

A September 1999 study by the Los Angeles Economic Development Corporation (LAEDC) estimated 59 trains per day traverse the Orange County Gateway area; more recent counts place the number at over 70.  The study estimates that number will increase to 135 trains per day by 2020.  The current estimate of traffic delays within the corridor is 159 hours/day; this is anticipated to increase to 890 hours/day of traffic delay by 2020.  For the Placentia Avenue crossing, 8 hours/day of delay is currently estimated, which will increase to 44 hours/day by 2020.  

Project Purpose:

The City of Placentia and the Orange North American Trade Rail Access Corridor Authority (OnTRAC) is preparing this Project as an early implementation usable segment of the larger Orange County Gateway railroad grade separation program within the cities of Fullerton, Placentia, and Anaheim.  The project will:

· Reduce congestion and improve travel time. The project will eliminate delays from existing and future trains at Placentia Avenue.  Combined with the Melrose/Bradford project east of SR 57, these grade separation projects will provide motorists an option to bypass SR 57 gridlock on parallel local streets. 
· Improve the movement of people and goods along north and south parallel to SR 57, which is a major interregional goods movement corridor.

· Contribute to conflict free rail service on the BNSF line to the ports of Long Beach and Los Angeles. This project would separate one of the remaining 12 at-grade crossings on the BNSF mainline (e.g., San Bernardino Subdivision) within Orange County.  It is assumed that Melrose/Bradford and the Imperial Highway grade separation projects are funded. 

PROJECT BENEFITS BASED ON THEME CRITERIA

Reduce Congestion 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Transportation Congestion Relief Program Project.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Accelerated TCRP Project

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Congestion Mgmt Program Project

Livable Communities

The Region where the project is located:

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Enforces TDM and Trip Reduction.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Expands Transit Service (specifically along congested State Route Corridors).
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Integrates CM Programs into project selection for their RTIP.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Practices zoning for high-density housing, Commercial/Office Development adjacent to transit facilities.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Develops local transportation systems that reduce local trips on the highway system

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Interrelates planning processes involving General/Habitat Conservation/Trans/Env etc. Plans

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Gets early involvement with environmental and regulatory agencies

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Effects planning practices with other agencies over jurisdictional boundaries

Improve Goods Movement Within Gateways

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Improves geometrics to accommodate STAA Trucks

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Adds capacity for 5 axle trucks

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Connectivity to Intermodal Transfer Facility

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Grade Separations

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Truck Climbing Lane

PROJECT BENEFITS BASED ON THEME CRITERIA
Rural Partnerships

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Pooled funding from adjacent counties

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Bypass Project

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Passing Lane/Truck Climbing Lane

 FORMCHECKBOX 

ITSP Project

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Recreational/Tourism Access route

ITSP Focus Routes

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Project completes key segment or corridor

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Project completes key segment of Trunk System (Focus Route)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Project completes linkage to Trunk System

Innovative Finance

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Project is funded through TIFIA
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Project utilizes GARVEE Bonds
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Public/Private Partnership Funding
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Local Government funding
Other benefits to Theme Criteria

Additional benefits applicable to Theme Criteria not listed above:


The Orangethorpe Corridor projects are to be included in Caltrans SCR 96 study as identified needed goods movement project.

The project will implement goods movement related policies and programs contained in the recently approved SCAG Regional Transportation Plan, and associated environmental documents. 

