PROJECT TITLE

Atwater Freeway
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Project Location:  
Near Atwater - North of the Atwater Overhead to South of Arena Way. 

Co-Rte-KP/PM:
Mer-99-PM 23.8/R26.5  
Project Description:
Freeway conversion from  4-lane expressway to  a

6-lane freeway with interchange Overcrossing at Westside Boulevard and an Overhead across Union Pacific rail road.

Project Scope:
Full conversion to modern standard freeway on alignment immediately east of the existing right-of-way. Includes a frontage road  with local access provided at a single new interchange overcrossing.  Eliminates several at grade intersections.

Existing Funding:
IIP: $41,256,000


RIP: $0


Other: $0

Future Funding Need:
$10,540,000

Total Estimated Cost:  $51,796,000
Project Schedule:

PA&ED
3/02
PS&E & HQ
6/06
R/W CERT
10/06
RTL
10/06
PROJECT INFORMATION

Purpose & Need  for the Project:
SR-99 is an ITSP focus route and the most important north/south highway in the San Joaquin Valley.  It serves all major urban areas of the Valley.  It carries significant interregional travel,  including over 25% trucks within the project limits.

Project Need:

This portion on SR-99 remains a four lane expressway with at grade intersections and some private driveways.  This results in diminished capacity on the route and multiple operational issues including cross-median traffic at intersections.  These issues are compounded as traffic volumes approach capacity.  Trucks are a high percentage of total traffic. 

Project Purpose:

Along with the programmed project, immediately to the north, this is a gap closure project which will add over five miles of freeway and link to existing freeway sections at either end.  It will greatly benefit operations, reduce accidents and provide necessary capacity as a replacement for this antiquated section of highway.

PROJECT BENEFITS BASED ON THEME CRITERIA

Reduce Congestion 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Transportation Congestion Relief Program Project.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Accelerated TCRP Project

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Congestion Mgmt Program Project

Livable Communities

The Region where the project is located:

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Enforces TDM and Trip Reduction.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Expands Transit Service (specifically along congested State Route Corridors).
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Integrates CM Programs into project selection for their RTIP.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Practices zoning for high-density housing, Commercial/Office Development adjacent to transit facilities.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Develops local transportation systems that reduce local trips on the highway system

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Interrelates planning processes involving General/Habitat Conservation/Trans/Env etc. Plans

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Gets early involvement with environmental and regulatory agencies

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Effects planning practices with other agencies over jurisdictional boundaries

Improve Goods Movement Within Gateways

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Improves geometrics to accommodate STAA Trucks

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Adds capacity for 5 axle trucks

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Connectivity to Intermodal Transfer Facility

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Grade Separations

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Truck Climbing Lane

PROJECT BENEFITS BASED ON THEME CRITERIA
Rural Partnerships

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Pooled funding from adjacent counties

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Bypass Project

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Passing Lane/Truck Climbing Lane

 FORMCHECKBOX 

ITSP Project

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Recreational/Tourism Access route

ITSP Focus Routes

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Project completes key segment or corridor

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Project completes key segment of Trunk System (Focus Route)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Project completes linkage to Trunk System

Innovative Finance

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Project is funded through TIFIA
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Project utilizes GARVEE Bonds
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Public/Private Partnership Funding
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Local Government funding
Other benefits to Theme Criteria

Additional benefits applicable to Theme Criteria not listed above:


LIVEABLE COMMUNITIES

MCAG is the MPO sponsor and lead agency for the Partners for Integrated Planning (PIP), a Statewide pilot project working with Caltrans, FHWA and EPA.  PIP is intended to develop specific criteria to consider environmental issues early and fully in development of a Regional Transportation Plan, and to develop and demonstrate processes to include resource agencies throughout the planning process.  It will also utilize new GIS based land use modeling techniques to test how different growth forms may affect transportation demand and the future transportation network.

MCAG is the managing agency for the Yosemite Area Regional Transportation System (YARTS)  which has established a new transit system from gateway communities (including locations in Merced County) to the Yosemite Valley as an alternative form of access to the National Park.  YARTS service runs along State highways.

MCAG is a sponsoring agency of a new access management and liveable communities project along Highways 152 and 165 in Los Banos.  Caltrans and theCity are also participating in this project..

GOODS MOVEMENT

SR 99 is the most significant corridor for goods movement within the San Joaquin Valley.  

This project significantly improves capacity, operations and access, directly benefiting truck transport in a heavily used corridor.

The project directly meets several of the improvement priorities identified as Global Gateway priorities and is consistent with the Global Gateways Development Program.

MCAG has been actively involved and has adopted the Central Valley Goods Movement Plan developed the eight regional agencies in the Valley.  This plan is compatible and consistent with the Global Gateways Development Program.

ITSP FOCUS ROUTES

SR-99 is an ITSP focus route.  This project is consistent with the ITSP and completes a key segment of a  focus route.

INNOVATIVE FINANCE

MCAG is developing a regional fee program which includes State highways in conjunction with key stakeholders in the County and Caltrans.







