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 WILDLIFE STUDY 91/71 INTERCHANGE RIVERSIDE COUNTY

08-RIV. 71 0.0/3.0 & 08-RIV 91 R1.2/R2.5 NEAR CORONA AT JUNCTION RTE 71/91 SEPARATION

EA # 44655
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Project Location:  In Riverside County 

Co/Rte/KP/PM: RIV-071-0.0/3.0 & RIV-091 1.2/2.5

Project Description:  Large carnivore (coyote, bobcat, mountain lion) movement studies will be performed on SR-71 and the SR-71/91 (Fresno Canyon) areas.  
Along SR-71 there are at least 23 underpasses that wildlife currently uses to move between Prado Basin and Chino Hills State Park.  Two underpasses have been identified under SR-91 that wildlife may use to move between Cleveland National Forest and Prado Basin or the Chino Hills.  
Project Information

Purpose & Need for the Project:

The purpose of this large carnivore movement study is to identify the potential impacts of Caltrans transportation projects and denote how wildlife adapts to increased traffic and what measures should be included in a transportation project to avoid/minimize wildlife impacts, in vicinity of SR 91/71.

Previous studies have determined that the existing corridor below SR-71 is functioning, as coyotes and bobcats have been documented utilizing existing culverts that cross under SR-71.  This study would be used to determine existing wildlife uses of these corridors, and would provide information on the effects of highway widening on wildlife corridor use and dispersal. The effectiveness of wildlife fencing and vegetative cover at highway undercrossings would also be evaluated. 

Data would be used to determine if additional measures are needed to keep a functional corridor below SR-71 and SR-91 if movement does not exceed or meet the baseline results following completion of construction.  If the data confirms that wildlife movement has been significantly impaired, Caltrans will use the results to identify measures to restore connectivity.  The most effective means of data collection for this project include road kill information, tracking medium, and cameras.  

The study would also identify wildlife movement routes between Cleveland National Forest and Prado Basin (below SR-91). Fresno Canyon is believed to be the best viable corridor alternative to Coal Canyon below SR-91.  Because this area has not previously been studied, a baseline data set is required so that post-construction impacts associated with SR-71/91 direct connectors can be evaluated. This study would identify the wildlife movement routes within the Fresno Canyon area, as well as, evaluate the use and effectiveness of the undercrossing structures in relation to species density moving through this corridor.  Data would be collected using direct observation, tracking medium, scat identification, and telemetry. 

Scope of Project:

The wildlife movement study is a mitigation commitment for the widening of Riv-71 (EA 446514) and will aid in the environmental process of the proposed construction of SR-71/91 connectors.  This commitment is part of the Biological Opinion (BO) issued by USFWS and Section 2080.1 of the California Endangered Species Act.  Failure to comply with the BO and the 2080.1 could delay/jeopardize the construction schedule and work.  EA 446514 is scheduled to begin construction in February ’04.  The SR-71/91 connectors have been postponed due to the MIS (Major Investment Study) that is underway for SR-91 improvement projects.

Total Construction Cost:
   $0

Total Project Cost:
   $5,369,000 (PA&ED)

Existing Funding:  
   $2,224,000 IIP




   $4,000,000 DEMO

                           $4,410,000 TCRP (Not Available)

Project Schedule:

· PA&ED
          08/01/07

· RTL
          N/A

· CCA
          N/A

Project Benefits Based on Theme Criteria

Reduce Congestion 

· Transportation Congestion Relief Program Project

· Accelerated TCRP Project

· Congestion Mgmt Program Project

Livable Communities

The Region where the project is located:

· Enforces TDM and Trip Reduction.
· Expands Transit Service (specifically along congested State Route Corridors).
· Integrates CM Programs into project selection for their RTIP.

· Practices zoning for high-density housing, Commercial/Office Development adjacent to transit facilities.

· Develops local transportation systems that reduce local trips on the highway system

· Interrelates planning processes involving General/Habitat Conservation/Trans/Env etc. Plans

· Gets early involvement with environmental and regulatory agencies

· Effects planning practices with other agencies over jurisdictional boundaries

Improve Goods Movement Within Gateways

· Improves geometrics to accommodate STAA Trucks

· Adds capacity for 5 axle trucks

· Connectivity to Intermodal Transfer Facility

· Grade Separations

· Truck Climbing Lane

Project Benefits Based on Theme Criteria

Rural Partnerships

· Pooled funding from adjacent counties

· Bypass Project

· Passing Lane/Truck Climbing Lane

· ITSP Project

· Recreational/Tourism Access route

ITSP Focus Routes

· Project completes key segment or corridor

· Project completes key segment of Trunk System (Focus Route)

· Project completes linkage to Trunk System

Innovative Finance

· Project is funded through TIFIA

· Project utilizes GARVEE Bonds

· Public/Private Partnership Funding

· Local Government funding
Other benefits to Theme Criteria

Additional benefits applicable to Theme Criteria not listed above:

· Satisfy mitigation requirements in the Biological Opinion for EA 446510 

· Provide data in order to move forward with discussions with resource agencies regarding 71/91 connector projects.  Lack of wildlife movement data and understanding is a major hurdle in negotiations with USFWS and CDFG, this data will significantly speed up the regulatory process. 

· Determine the success or failure of expensive bridge structures 

· Provide data for future projects within the 71 corridor.  

