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Project Location: In Kings and Tulare Counties – Near Hanford from 0.8 km east of Route 43 to 0.6 km west of Route 99.


Co/Rte/KP/PM: Kin/198/KP34.6/45.6, PM 21.5/28.4 


Tul/198/KP 0.0/5.3, PM 0.0/3.3

Project Description: This project proposes to add traffic capacity to an existing highway.

Project Scope: Alternatives to be studied include conversion from an existing two-lane highway to four-lane expressway with controlled access. 


Existing Funding:
IIP: $1,600


RIP: $15,867


Other: $14,000 (TCRP)

Future Funding Need:
$59,500

Total Estimated Cost:  $77,000

Project Schedule: 


PROJECT INFORMATION

Purpose & Need for the Project: Route 198 within the project limits, is currently a 2-lane conventional highway bounded on each end by a freeway and an expressway.  This gap is the only segment within this route that is not expected to provide the conceptual Level of Service (LOS) in the year 2025 due to increased traffic demand.  Closing this gap is a high priority with local governments as the route segments appear within their respective 1996 regional transportation plans.

Project Need: The March 2001 Traffic Study Report indicates that LOS deficiencies will occur within the project limits in the next the years.

Project Purpose: This proposed project will:

· Respond to the Transportation Congestion Relief Program

· Reduce congestion and improve travel times

· Improve the movement of people and goods along Route 198

· Enhance the safety of the public

· Improve the travel time reliability and convenience of travel

· Respond to the District 6 Transportation Concept Report

· Respond to the Kings County and Tulare County Regional Transportation Strategic Plan.

PROJECT BENEFITS BASED ON THEME CRITERIA

Reduce Congestion 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Transportation Congestion Relief Program Project.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Accelerated TCRP Project

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Congestion Mgmt Program Project

Livable Communities

The Region where the project is located:

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Enforces TDM and Trip Reduction.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Expands Transit Service (specifically along congested State Route Corridors).
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Integrates CM Programs into project selection for their RTIP.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Practices zoning for high-density housing, Commercial/Office Development adjacent to transit facilities.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Develops local transportation systems that reduce local trips on the highway system

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Interrelates planning processes involving General/Habitat Conservation/Trans/Env etc. Plans

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Gets early involvement with environmental and regulatory agencies

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Effects planning practices with other agencies over jurisdictional boundaries

Improve Goods Movement Within Gateways

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Improves geometrics to accommodate STAA Trucks

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Adds capacity for 5 axle trucks

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Connectivity to Intermodal Transfer Facility

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Grade Separations

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Truck Climbing Lane

PROJECT BENEFITS BASED ON THEME CRITERIA
Rural Partnerships

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Pooled funding from adjacent counties

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Bypass Project

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Passing Lane/Truck Climbing Lane

 FORMCHECKBOX 

ITSP Project

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Recreational/Tourism Access route

ITSP Focus Routes

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Project completes key segment or corridor

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Project completes key segment of Trunk System (Focus Route)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Project completes linkage to Trunk System

Innovative Finance

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Project is funded through TIFIA
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Project utilizes GARVEE Bonds
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Public/Private Partnership Funding
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Local Government funding
Other benefits to Theme Criteria

Additional benefits applicable to Theme Criteria not listed above:


