PROJECT TITLE 
Route 46 Expressway Conversion

2002 ITIP FUNDING NEED:
$1.0 Million
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Project Location:  
Kern County, From San Luis Obispo County Line to Kecks Road 

Co/Rte/KP/PM:
Ker/46/KP 0.0/11.7  


(PM 0.0/7.3)

Project Description:
The project proposes to convert the two-lane conventional highway to a four-lane expressway.

Project Scope:
Alternatives to be studied include conversion from an existing two-lane expressway to four-lane expressway with controlled access.

Engineer’s Estimate:   
$48.850M

Existing Funding:
ITIP
$1.365M


RTIP
$1.365M


TCRP
$5.720M
The project will be funded through a partnership agreement between Caltrans and the Kern Council of Governments (KCOG).  KCOG has agreed up contibute up to $45M for the entire project improvements from the San Luis Obispo Line to I-5. An additional $29.7M will represent TCRP funds.  

Future Funding Need:


$49,850
Total Estimated Cost:

$58,300



Project Schedule: 


PSR
03/07/00
(Completed)

PA&ED
01/30/04

PS&E
02/01/07

RW
07/01/07

CON
11/01/07

PROJECT INFORMATION

Purpose & Need  for the Project:  

The project constitutes a main link from the San Joaquin Valley to the Central Coast.  The project will reduce congestion and improve safety, particularly in relation to truck and recreational traffic.  The project ties together a series of improvements in both Kern and San Luis Obispo Counties with an emphasis of improving the highway to four lanes from Route 101 to Interstate 5. The project is consistent with the Caltrans Route Concept, the Interregional Transportation Strategic Plan, and the Kern and San Luis Obispo County Regional Transportation Plans.  The project is of top priority for both regional transportation planning agencies.  

Project Need:

The segment of Route 46 is experiencing safety and operational problems inherent to a two-lane highway which is shared by an increasing mix of local commuters, trucks and recreational

Project Purpose:

The proposed project will:

*
Reduce congestion and improve travel time between Route 46 and the Coastal  recreational uses.

*
Constitutes a partnership between the Kern Council of Governments  and Caltrans.

*
Improve the movement of people and goods along Route 46 and the connectivity to  Route 101.

*
Enhance the safety of the traveling public.

*
Improve the reliability and convenience of travel.

*
Respond to the District 6 Transportation Concept Report.

*
Respond to the Kern County Regional Transportation Plan

*
Respond to the Interregional Transportation Strategic Plan.

PROJECT BENEFITS BASED ON THEME CRITERIA

Reduce Congestion 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Transportation Congestion Relief Program Project.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Accelerated TCRP Project

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Congestion Mgmt Program Project

Livable Communities

The Region where the project is located:

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Enforces TDM and Trip Reduction.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Expands Transit Service (specifically along congested State Route Corridors).
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Integrates CM Programs into project selection for their RTIP.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Practices zoning for high-density housing, Commercial/Office Development adjacent to transit facilities.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Develops local transportation systems that reduce local trips on the highway system

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Interrelates planning processes involving General/Habitat Conservation/Trans/Env etc. Plans

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Gets early involvement with environmental and regulatory agencies

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Effects planning practices with other agencies over jurisdictional boundaries

Improve Goods Movement Within Gateways

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Improves geometrics to accommodate STAA Trucks

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Adds capacity for 5 axle trucks

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Connectivity to Intermodal Transfer Facility

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Grade Separations

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Truck Climbing Lane

PROJECT BENEFITS BASED ON THEME CRITERIA
Rural Partnerships

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Pooled funding from adjacent counties

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Bypass Project

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Passing Lane/Truck Climbing Lane

 FORMCHECKBOX 

ITSP Project

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Recreational/Tourism Access route

ITSP Focus Routes

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Project completes key segment or corridor

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Project completes key segment of Trunk System (Focus Route)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Project completes linkage to Trunk System

Innovative Finance

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Project is funded through TIFIA
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Project utilizes GARVEE Bonds
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Public/Private Partnership Funding
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Local Government funding
Other benefits to Theme Criteria

Additional benefits applicable to Theme Criteria not listed above:
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