PROJECT TITLE

“Santa Maria River Bridges ”

EA# 445900
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Project Location:  


In Santa Barbara and San Luis Obispo Counties. In and near Santa Maria on Route 101, from the Junction of Route 135/101 north to Junction of Route 166/101.
Co/Rte/KP/PM:


SB-101-KP 145.6/146.4 (PM 90.47/90.96)

SLO-101-KP 0.0/1.3 (PM 0.0/0.81)
Project Description:


This project proposes to widen the highway to provide one additional northbound lane and one additional southbound lane on Route 101 from the interchange at State Route 135 to the interchange at State Route 166.
Project Scope:

Alternatives studied included widening to six lanes, either as a natural continuation of the “Santa Maria 6-Lane” project, or as auxiliary lanes.  A class one bike path will be included in all but the No-Build Alternative.
 
Existing Funding:
PA&ED $760 RIP & $1140 IIP, total $1,900.

Engineer’s Estimate:   
$47.5  Million including support
Project Schedule:  
PSR/PDS

06/01


PA&ED

12/06


RTL 

11/08


Job Complete
11/12


PROJECT INFORMATION

Purpose and Need for the Project:
This project has the support of the Santa Barbara County Association of Governments (SBCAG), the City of Santa Maria and the San Luis Obispo Council of Governments (SLOCOG). SLOCOG recognizes the need for addressing the safety issues in this area.  The local agencies have expressed a strong interest in involving the bicycle community during the environmental approval phase of the project regarding the bicycle/pedestrian lanes. SBCAG, SLOCOG and Caltrans have signed a memorandum of understanding that indicates their joint support for the project and their willingness to share in the funding of the project.

Project Need:

Current and projected high traffic volumes, nonstandard shoulder widths and the lack of bicycle and pedestrian facilities over the Santa Maria River Bridge, have combined to create operational deficiencies and safety issues that the project proposes to address. The present configuration of Route 101 north of the 101/135 junction is not consistent with the “Santa Maria 6-Lane” project that ends at that same junction.  Furthermore, an emergency situation that may occur on the bridge will have the effect of creating a “ bottleneck” on this important Focus Route. Moreover, a bottleneck may also be created during special events in the area. These reasons highlight the need for additional capacity on this section of Route 101. There is also a need for a better connection between State Routes 135 and 166, both of which carry substantial amounts of local, regional and interregional traffic.  

Project Purpose:

(
Complete the state highway focused route trunk system.


(
Improve driver safety.

(
Relieve congestion and promote livable communities.

(
Reduce delay.

(
Improve linkage between State Routes 135 and 166.

(
Enhance the facilitation of goods movement.

(
Provide improved bicycle/pedestrian facilities.

PROJECT BENEFITS BASED ON THEME CRITERIA

Reduce Congestion 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Transportation Congestion Relief Program Project.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Accelerated TCRP Project

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Congestion Mgmt Program Project

Livable Communities

The Region where the project is located:

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Enforces TDM and Trip Reduction.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Expands Transit Service (specifically along congested State Route Corridors).
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Integrates CM Programs into project selection for their RTIP.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Practices zoning for high-density housing, Commercial/Office Development adjacent to transit facilities.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Develops local transportation systems that reduce local trips on the highway system

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Interrelates planning processes involving General/Habitat Conservation/Trans/Env etc. Plans

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Gets early involvement with environmental and regulatory agencies

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Effects planning practices with other agencies over jurisdictional boundaries

Improve Goods Movement Within Gateways

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Improves geometrics to accommodate STAA Trucks

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Adds capacity for 5 axle trucks

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Connectivity to Intermodal Transfer Facility

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Grade Separations

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Truck Climbing Lane

PROJECT BENEFITS BASED ON THEME CRITERIA
Rural Partnerships

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Pooled funding from adjacent counties

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Bypass Project

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Passing Lane/Truck Climbing Lane

 FORMCHECKBOX 

ITSP Project

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Recreational/Tourism Access route

ITSP Focus Routes

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Project completes key segment or corridor

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Project completes key segment of Trunk System (Focus Route)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Project completes linkage to Trunk System

Innovative Finance

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Project is funded through TIFIA
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Project utilizes GARVEE Bonds
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Public/Private Partnership Funding
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Local Government funding
Other benefits to Theme Criteria

Additional benefits applicable to Theme Criteria not listed above:


1.)  Reduces Congestion

2.)  Two RTPAs, Santa Barbara and San Luis Obispo Counties, (SBCAG & SLOCOG) partnership with Caltrans 



