PROJECT TITLE

“SR 46 Corridor  Improvements “

 (PA&ED only -- entire corridor)

EA# 3307U1 -- PPNO# 0226A
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Project Location:  


This project is located on Route 46 near Paso Robles, from Airport Road to Kern County Line

Co/Rte/KP/PM:
SLO-46 KP 51.8/98.0


SLO-46 PM 32.2/60.9

Project Description:


Convert  two lane highway to four lane expressway

Project Scope:


Relieve congestion, provide passing opportunities, and improve safety for goods movement and recreational travel.  PA&ED Only

Existing Funding:


This project is fully funded with RIP, IIP and Federal Demo funding for PA&ED only for the entire corridor from Airport Road to the Kern County Line.   PA&ED is $8 Million. 

Engineer’s Estimate:   


N/A, this project is for PA&ED only.  

Current Status:  This project will remain in STIP as a Corridor Project for PA&ED Only.  This project now includes PPNO#0227, 0650, and 0226A. 

Future Need:
 None for PA&ED.

Projects will be programmed for PS&E through construction in separate contracts as funds become available.   The projects may receive GARVEE funding and/or Federal Demo. funding.

Project Schedule:

PA&ED for the corridor is  to be finalized by June 30, 2004.

PROJECT INFORMATION

Purpose and Need  for the Project:
State Route 46 was originally constructed in 1959 as a two lane conventional highway that included sections widened to four lanes at various locations for passing opportunities.  A subsequent widening location was constructed in 1992 to provide westbound passing opportunities at KP 95.4 to KP 97.0.  State Route 46 is a key east/west connector and a major route for trucks and recreational vehicles traveling between the San Joaquin Valley and the Central Coast.  A 1998 traffic analysis showed  an Average Annual Daily Traffic (AADT) of  5800 vehicles, 20.7% is truck traffic, and of that, 79%  is 3-axel or more trucks.  State Route 46 is a designated route for the conveyance of explosives, hazardous materials (including rocket fuels) and trucks up to 105 feet in length.

Project Need: 

This portion of State Route 46 traverses rolling to mountainous terrain that includes sustained grades of up to 6%.  Heavy trucks and recreational vehicles traveling in both directions comprise a very high percentage of the total traffic 

makeup,  and typically experience a reduction in running speed of 31 km/h.  There are limited passing opportunities on this segment which contributes to driver frustration and passing miscalcualtions. 

Traffic volumes on this portion of State Route 46 are expected to grow at a rate that is correspondingly higher than local population growth projections. Growth in traffic volumes here will instead reflect the State of California  growth rate overall, and traffic volumes on Route 46 will climb proportionally.  In the future, Route 46 will continue to serve as a vital conduit for traffic to and from the San Joaquin Valley region and beyond, through the Temblor Mountain Range, to the Central Coast of California.  

Project Purpose:  

· Improve congestion

· Enhance safety and provide passing opportunities

· Reduce driver frustration

· Improve the facilitation of goods movement

· Improve recreational travel and major east/west route from the San Joaquin Valley and Interstate 5 to the Central Coast and Route 101

·  District 6 has programmed Route 46 widening in the western side of Kern County.

PROJECT BENEFITS BASED ON THEME CRITERIA

Reduce Congestion 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Transportation Congestion Relief Program Project.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Accelerated TCRP Project

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Congestion Mgmt Program Project

Livable Communities

The Region where the project is located:

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Enforces TDM and Trip Reduction.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Expands Transit Service (specifically along congested State Route Corridors).
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Integrates CM Programs into project selection for their RTIP.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Practices zoning for high-density housing, Commercial/Office Development adjacent to transit facilities.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Develops local transportation systems that reduce local trips on the highway system

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Interrelates planning processes involving General/Habitat Conservation/Trans/Env etc. Plans

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Gets early involvement with environmental and regulatory agencies

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Effects planning practices with other agencies over jurisdictional boundaries

Improve Goods Movement Within Gateways

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Improves geometrics to accommodate STAA Trucks

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Adds capacity for 5 axle trucks

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Connectivity to Intermodal Transfer Facility

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Grade Separations

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Truck Climbing Lane

PROJECT BENEFITS BASED ON THEME CRITERIA
Rural Partnerships

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Pooled funding from adjacent counties

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Bypass Project

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Passing Lane/Truck Climbing Lane

 FORMCHECKBOX 

ITSP Project

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Recreational/Tourism Access route

ITSP Focus Routes

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Project completes key segment or corridor

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Project completes key segment of Trunk System (Focus Route)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Project completes linkage to Trunk System

Innovative Finance

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Project is funded through TIFIA
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Project utilizes GARVEE Bonds
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Public/Private Partnership Funding
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Local Government funding
Other benefits to Theme Criteria

Additional benefits applicable to Theme Criteria not listed above:


Route 46 is the major east/west route from the central valley and interstate 5 to the central coast and route 101.   Focus Tract Project.

ITIP and RTIP funding partnership.

The project may use GARVEE funding for some or all of its phases.

