PROJECT TITLE

“San Juan Bautista 4-Lane Widening” (The Gap Project)

EA# 344900
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Project Location:  


In and near San Juan Bautista from 0.5 KM E. of Alameda St. to Union-Mitchell Road

Co/Rte/KP/PM:


SBt-KP 5.0/12.4

SBt-156-3.0/8.0

Project Description:


Convert two lane highway to four lane divided facility

Project Scope:


The scope of this project includes widening of the existing 2-lane highway to a 4-lane divided facility.  The project begins at the end of the existing 4-lane expressway to the west.  Project alternatives include a four lane divided expressway and a four lane divided highway.

Existing Funding:
PA&ED $858,000 (IIP and local contribution), PS&E $3,028000, RW-S $476,000, R/W $3,770,000 total $8,132,000 plus $5,963,000 local – Grand total $14,095,000. 

Future local funding $0.6 Million to be programmed for construction at a future date.

ITIP funding needed is $23,033,000.

Engineer’s Estimate:   
$37,728,000 incl. support

Project Schedule: 
PA&ED target is 7/3/2006. RTL 2008/09.  R/W funds are needed in FY 2006/07 $8,072,000 R/W and $476 R/W support.  

PROJECT INFORMATION

Purpose and Need for the Project:

State Route 156 is an east-west interregional facility connecting the Monterey Peninsula to State Route 101 and 152.  It provides a moderate level of service for agricultural truck travel out of the Castroville, Monterey Bay, Salinas Valley, Hollister area to the San Joaquin Valley.  Route 156 also provides for recreational travel to the Monterey Bay Area from points north and south via State Route 101 and to other regions via Interstate 5 and State Route 99.  It is the only direct agricultural goods movement and recreational route south of the Bay Area connecting the coast and the San Joaquin Valley.  Route 156 has been designated as a Focus Route in the Caltrans Interregional Transportation Strategic Plan.  

Project Need:
Increased interregional freight movement, recreational traffic from the San Joaquin Valley heading into the Monterey Bay Area, and the interaction between slower moving agricultural, commuter and regional traffic, have combined to cause escalating congestion and operational concerns that need to be addressed by this project.  The existing level of service (LOS) during the peak hour is “F”.  Traffic modeling has determined that the planned improvements would increase LOS to “C” for the 2025 year.  

Project Purpose:

· Relieve congestion
· Improve coastal access
· Improve driver safety.
· Reduce delay
· Reduce conflicts between interregional traffic and slower moving vehicles

· Improve the facilitation of goods movement

PROJECT BENEFITS BASED ON THEME CRITERIA

Reduce Congestion 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Transportation Congestion Relief Program Project.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Accelerated TCRP Project

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Congestion Mgmt Program Project

Livable Communities

The Region where the project is located:

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Enforces TDM and Trip Reduction.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Expands Transit Service (specifically along congested State Route Corridors).
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Integrates CM Programs into project selection for their RTIP.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Practices zoning for high-density housing, Commercial/Office Development adjacent to transit facilities.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Develops local transportation systems that reduce local trips on the highway system

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Interrelates planning processes involving General/Habitat Conservation/Trans/Env etc. Plans

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Gets early involvement with environmental and regulatory agencies

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Effects planning practices with other agencies over jurisdictional boundaries

Improve Goods Movement Within Gateways

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Improves geometrics to accommodate STAA Trucks

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Adds capacity for 5 axle trucks

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Connectivity to Intermodal Transfer Facility

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Grade Separations

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Truck Climbing Lane

PROJECT BENEFITS BASED ON THEME CRITERIA
Rural Partnerships

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Pooled funding from adjacent counties

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Bypass Project

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Passing Lane/Truck Climbing Lane

 FORMCHECKBOX 

ITSP Project

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Recreational/Tourism Access route

ITSP Focus Routes

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Project completes key segment or corridor

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Project completes key segment of Trunk System (Focus Route)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Project completes linkage to Trunk System

Innovative Finance

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Project is funded through TIFIA
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Project utilizes GARVEE Bonds
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Public/Private Partnership Funding
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Local Government funding
Other benefits to Theme Criteria

Additional benefits applicable to Theme Criteria not listed above:


