PROJECT TITLE

US-101–Marin/Sonoma Narrows

2002 ITIP Request:   $2.2M

2002 RTIP Request:  $4.4M
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Project Location:  
In Marin and Sonoma Counties

Co/Rte/PM:
MRN/101/18.3 – 27.7


SON/101/0.0 – 7.5

Project Description:
Convert the existing expressway to a 6-lane freeway for HOV Lanes and widen for HOV Lanes on the existing freeway sections.

Project Scope:
Project divided into 3 segments: 1) SR-37 to Atherton; 2) Atherton to SR-116; 3) SR-116 to Old Redwood Highway.

Engineer’s Estimate:   
$489.852 M

Existing Funding:
TEA-21 DEMO
$8.75M


TCRP
$21 M


ITIP
$5 M

Project Schedule: 

•
PSR
1/1/01 (Completed)

•
PA&ED
July 2007
PROJECT INFORMATION

Background and Introduction:
US-101 has been designated a Focus Route of the State’s Interregional Road System (IRRS) and is the main highway link connecting the San Francisco Bay Area region with Oregon via the Redwood Coast.  This project contains the last non-freeway segment of US-101 remaining in the North Bay.  Conversion of this non-freeway segment to freeway status with added HOV capacity would create facility continuity on U.S 101 north of San Francisco; reduce congestion;  and shorten traffic delays.  This project is consistent with Caltrans’ goal to construct an HOV lane system through Marin County as stated in the Marin 101 HOV Gap Closure Draft Project Report dated 6/20/97.  Caltrans considers development of HOV lane systems as a viable strategy to reduce delay, encourage the use of buses and carpools, enhance inter-modal transportation options, and relieve congestion for mixed flow traffic.

Project Need:

US-101 through Marin and Sonoma Counties has experienced considerable increases in commuter traffic as a result of growth from business and recreational expansion in Sonoma County.  Currently, southbound delay during the morning commute through the expressway section is 1240 vehicle hours per day according to 1998 data. Queues extend from Kastania Road (beginning of expressway section) back to Old Redwood Highway.

The Novato Narrows has an AADT of 120,000, with a significant volume of truck traffic that accounts for 7.5% of the AADT.  US-101 is designated as both a Surface Transportation Assistance Act (STAA) and a State Highway Extra Legal Load (SHELL) route.  The STAA routes are designated routes for over-length trucks.  

SHELL routes are for movement of extra legal loads; that is, those that exceed the limits of length, width, height, or weight of the California Vehicle code.

The MTC 1998 RTP examined this segment of US-101 as part of the region’s Golden Gate Corridor.  The RTP forecasted the demographic and travel data for this corridor for the year 2020.  These data suggest that population and employment will show significant growth that will result in a 34% increase in daily person trips by the year 2020.  Without any improvements to US-101, the average travel time through this corridor may increase by 50%.

Project Purpose:

US-101 is the major transportation corridor in Marin and Sonoma counties.  This north/south corridor is the traveled way for local and interregional traffic serving commuters, commercial, and recreational traffic.  US-101 serves as the primary transportation link between Sonoma and Marin Counties.  The existing 13.7 km segment of roadway between Petaluma and Novato known as the “Marin/Sonoma Narrows” is primarily a 4-lane expressway.  The conversion of the Narrows segment from 4-lane expressway to a six-lane freeway will increase capacity, reduce congestion, improve air quality, improve safety by eliminating at-grade crossing and providing control of access.

Date Prepared: 6/29/01
PROJECT BENEFITS BASED ON THEME CRITERIA

Reduce Congestion 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Transportation Congestion Relief Program Project.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Accelerated TCRP Project

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Congestion Mgmt Program Project

Livable Communities

The Region where the project is located:

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Enforces TDM and Trip Reduction.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Expands Transit Service (specifically along congested State Route Corridors).
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Integrates CM Programs into project selection for their RTIP.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Practices zoning for high-density housing, Commercial/Office Development adjacent to transit facilities.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Develops local transportation systems that reduce local trips on the highway system

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Interrelates planning processes involving General/Habitat Conservation/Trans/Env etc. Plans

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Gets early involvement with environmental and regulatory agencies

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Effects planning practices with other agencies over jurisdictional boundaries

Improve Goods Movement Within Gateways

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Improves geometrics to accommodate STAA Trucks

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Adds capacity for 5 axle trucks

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Connectivity to Intermodal Transfer Facility

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Grade Separations

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Truck Climbing Lane

PROJECT BENEFITS BASED ON THEME CRITERIA
Rural Partnerships

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Pooled funding from adjacent counties

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Bypass Project

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Passing Lane/Truck Climbing Lane

 FORMCHECKBOX 

ITSP Project

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Recreational/Tourism Access route

ITSP Focus Routes

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Project completes key segment or corridor

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Project completes key segment of Trunk System (Focus Route)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Project completes linkage to Trunk System

Innovative Finance

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Project is funded through TIFIA
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Project utilizes GARVEE Bonds
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Public/Private Partnership Funding
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Local Government funding
Other benefits to Theme Criteria

Additional benefits applicable to Theme Criteria not listed above:

     
