PROJECT TITLE  San Joaquin Regional Rail Commission - ACE Siding Project

ITIP FUNDING NEED:
 $1,000,000  
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Project Location:  Between Union Pacific Rail

 Road (UPRR)  PM 49 - 52 

               Alameda  580 PM 11- 15 approx. 

Project Description:
This project will add a

 siding section on  UPRR  line in Livermore

 Valley.  It will create a passing area approx. 8,000 

 feet in length between East First Street and

 Greenville Road.  between UPRR Mileposts 49

and  52 approx. in the Livermore Valley   I-580.

Project Scope: The project will construct a siding 

area (ie section of  double track) approximately

 8,000 feet long to provide an area where trains

 may pass each other without  stopping. 
Engineer’s Estimate: UPRR estimate $6.1Million

Existing Funding:


    
TRCP      $1,000,000


 IIP         
1,000,000
CMAQ    
4,000,000              
Local        
   100,000             
Total       $ 6,100,000                


Project Schedule: 
Construction 



Starts  July 2007


    Ends June 2008
PROJECT INFORMATION

Purpose & Need for the Project: 
This project is being proposed to help alleviate the congestion along the rail corridor which the Altamonte Commuter Express (ACE) must travel.  Currently there is only one track along this corridor and it is impossible to operate freight and commuter services except at very strict intervals. This will provide a length of track whereby two trains could pass each other.  As the rail now exists, the commuter trains must always stop and give up the right of way so the slower freight trains may continue on their way without stopping.   The ACE trains will be able to schedule more efficient and timely services and attract more riders. The siding project will allow for improved efficiency and on time performance of both the freight and commuter trains.  Currently without the siding the ACE commuter trains that are nearly filled with commuters who otherwise would be on Interstate 580 are routinely delayed. This would be avoided with the construction of this project. 

Project Need:

The project needs to be constructed to provide for an area where there can be bi-directional travel along the rail lines in the Livermore Valley area.  This double tracked area will provide an area where trains traveling in opposite directions may pass each other without interferince. This will reduce the number of delays and increase the operating efficiency of both the commuter and freight services.   The ACE train service is one of the most successful and efficient commuter services in the nation.  It serves as an affordable and vital link for the citizens of the Central San Joaquin Valley and their jobs in the San Francisco Bay Area.

Project Purpose:
Currently there is a single tracked rail line serving the area.  This single track area has both commuter passenger rail and commercial freight rail  operating during conflicting times.  During these conflicting schedules the travel of the commuter train is stopped to allow the freight train to continue along its way.  ACE and the Union Pacific Rail Road have agreed that a  siding (double track section ) is needed in the Livermore Valley that will provide an adequate passing/ staging area for trains traveling bi-directionally on the single track. The proposed project would extend a railroad siding for approximately 8,000 feet to enable an adequate passing/staging area for trains traveling bi-directionally on the single track.  The project would be located between East First Street and Greenville Road (approximately between UPRR Mileposts 49 and 52 in the Livermore Valley.  The project would provide for better schedule adherence and improved travel times for the commuter trains.  It would increase on time performance and increase passenger confidence in reliability. The improved operating performance of the system would lead to higher ridership and less single occupancy vehicles on the already congested highways. 

