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Project Location: 

Near Oroville from 1.6 km north of Palermo

Road to 0.5 km South of Route 162.

Co/Rte/KP/PM: 

But/70/16.1-21.8/10.0/13.6

Project Description:


Highway 70 Extension and Construct Interchange at Ophir Road.

Project Scope:


This project proposes to extend the existing State Route 70 freeway southwest 4.8 kilometers.  Project construction begins 1.6 kilometers north of Palermo Road and ends at the existing freeway 0.5 kilometers south of the State Route 162 Junction. Project includes an interchange at Ophir Road, and an overcrossing at Georgia Pacific Way on State Route 70 in Butte County in and near the City of Oroville.

Based on the current state fiscal constraints and lack of STIP funding, it is recommend the project be developed in two phase.   Phase 1 would entail the following improvements:

Option 1: Four lane SR 70 with median width, install signal at Ophir Road, restrict access at Georgia Pacific and re-direct traffic to Ophir Road or other local street.  Re-alignment of local streets

Option 2: Partial interchange at Ophir Road, install signal at Georgia Pacific, re-alignment of local roads.
Phase 2 would bring the facility to full freeway standards. 

Existing Funding:
Phase 1


IIP: $10,764 million


RIP: $11,022 million


Other: $5,864 million 

Future Funding Need:
Phase 2-$20,000 million

Total Estimated Cost: $47,650 million

Project Schedule: Construction Phase 1: 2008

PROJECT INFORMATION

Purpose & Need for the Project:

The major traffic pattern through this region lies within State Route (SR) 70, 149 and 99 between Sacramento and Chico.

The projection by District 3 Office of Travel Forecasting and Modeling is for the Average Daily Traffic (ADT) through the Route 70/Ophir Road intersection to increase from 12,800 in the year 2000 to 37,800 in the year 2025.  The Peak Hour Volume (PHV) is estimated to increase from 940 to 3,025 in the same time period. The existing two-lane expressway will not accommodate the predicted traffic increases at the accepted route concept Level of Service (LOS D).  The Level of Service for the existing 2-lane facility will decline to a (LOS F) by the year 2025.

This project was developed in support of the Interregional Transportation Strategic Plan (ITSP) dated June 1998 which designates State Route 70 as a “High Emphasis Focus Route” and a “Gateway Route”.  High Emphasis routes are a priority for programming and construction to the minimum facility standards as required for all State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) projects.  State Route 70 like Interstate 80 crosses the Sierra Mountains and provides access to US 395 thus obtaining the “Gateway Route” designation.  Therefor Route 70 must be kept at a high level of service for interregional movement of people, goods and services to and through central and northern California as well as for major interstate commerce and goods movement. 

Safety concerns also exist on this portion of the State Route 70 corridor due to the at-grade intersections and driveway. Slow moving vehicles entering or exiting the two-lane, high speed, expressway of State Route 70, create friction and the increased accident potential.  The accident rate at the Route 70/Ophir Road intersection is approximately two times higher than the statewide average. At the Route 70/Georgia Pacific Way intersection, the accident rate is approximately four times higher than average.  Whereas the actual accident rate on Route 70 is approximately one-half the statewide average.

PROJECT BENEFITS BASED ON THEME CRITERIA

Reduce Congestion 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Transportation Congestion Relief Program Project.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Accelerated TCRP Project

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Congestion Mgmt Program Project

Livable Communities

The Region where the project is located:

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Enforces TDM and Trip Reduction.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Expands Transit Service (specifically along congested State Route Corridors).
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Integrates CM Programs into project selection for their RTIP.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Practices zoning for high-density housing, Commercial/Office Development adjacent to transit facilities.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Develops local transportation systems that reduce local trips on the highway system

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Interrelates planning processes involving General/Habitat Conservation/Trans/Env etc. Plans

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Gets early involvement with environmental and regulatory agencies

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Effects planning practices with other agencies over jurisdictional boundaries

Improve Goods Movement Within Gateways

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Improves geometrics to accommodate STAA Trucks

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Adds capacity for 5 axle trucks

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Connectivity to Intermodal Transfer Facility

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Grade Separations

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Truck Climbing Lane

PROJECT BENEFITS BASED ON THEME CRITERIA
Rural Partnerships

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Pooled funding from adjacent counties

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Bypass Project

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Passing Lane/Truck Climbing Lane

 FORMCHECKBOX 

ITSP Project

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Recreational/Tourism Access route

ITSP Focus Routes

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Project completes key segment or corridor

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Project completes key segment of Trunk System (Focus Route)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Project completes linkage to Trunk System

Innovative Finance

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Project is funded through TIFIA
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Project utilizes GARVEE Bonds
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Public/Private Partnership Funding
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Local Government funding
Other benefits to Theme Criteria

Additional benefits applicable to Theme Criteria not listed above:











