Appendix A
Sample Eligible and Ineligible Regional Transportation Planning Activities

As the name indicates, transportation planning funds (FHWA PL and FTA Section 5303) are to be used for activities associated with the Metropolitan planning process (23 CFR 450). A wide variety of regional transportation planning activities are eligible for transportation planning funds. This is list is illustrative, not inclusive.
Eligible Activities include, but not limited to:
· Participate in Federal and State Clean Air Act transportation related air quality planning activities.
· Identify and analyze issues relating to integration of regional transportation and community goals and objectives in land use, housing, economic development, social welfare and environmental preservation.
· Develop and/or modify tools that allow for better assessment of regional transportation impacts on community livability.
· Consider alternative growth scenarios that provide information on compact development and related infrastructure needs and costs as it relates to regional transportation planning.
· Involve the public in the regional transportation planning process.
· Establish and maintain formal consultation with Native American Tribal Governments enabling their participation in local and state transportation planning and programming activities.
· Identify and document transportation facilities, projects and services required to meet regional and interregional mobility and access needs.
· Define solutions in terms of the regional multimodal transportation system, land use and economic impacts, financial constraints, air quality and environmental concerns (including wetlands, endangered species and cultural resources).
· Assess the operational and physical continuity of the regional transportation system components within and between metropolitan and rural areas, and interconnections to and through regions.
· Identify the right of way for future transportation projects, including unused right of way needed for future transportation corridors and facilities 
· Investigate methods to reduce vehicle travel and to expand and enhance travel services.
· Incorporate transit and intermodal facilities, bicycle transportation facilities and pedestrian walkways in regional transportation plans and programs where appropriate.
· Conduct regional transit needs assessments and prepare transit development plans and transit marketing plans as appropriate.
· Consider airport ground access transportation and transportation to ports, recreational areas and other major trip-generating sites in planning studies as appropriate.
· Develop life cycle cost analyses for all proposed transportation projects and services, and for transportation rehabilitation, operational and maintenance activities.
· Participate with regional, local and state agencies, the general public and the private sector in planning efforts to identify and plan policies, strategies, programs and actions that maximize and implement the regional transportation infrastructure.
· Conduct collaborative public participation efforts to further extend transportation planning to communities previously not engaged in discussion.
· Create, strengthen, and use partnerships to facilitate and conduct regional transportation planning activities among California Department of Transportation (Department), MPOs, RTPAs, Native American Tribal Governments, transit districts, cities, counties, the private sector and other stakeholders.
· Develop partnerships with local agencies responsible for land use decisions to facilitate coordination of regional transportation planning with land use, open space, job-housing balance, environmental constraints, and growth management.
· Utilize techniques that assist in community-based development of innovative regional transportation and land use alternatives to improve community livability, long-term economic stability and sustainable development.
· Use partners to identify policies, strategies, programs and actions that enhance the movement of people, goods, services and information on the regional, inter-regional, and state highway system.
· Ensure that projects developed at the regional level (not project specific) are compatible with statewide and interregional transportation needs.
· Review the regional project ranking process and programming guidelines ensuring comprehensive cost/benefit analysis of all project types are considered.
· Develop joint work programs with transportation and air quality agencies, including transit operators, to enhance coordination efforts, partnerships, and consultation processes; eliminate or reduce redundancies, inefficient or ineffective resource use and overlapping review and approvals.
· Identify and address regional transportation issues relating to international border crossings, and access to seaports, airports, intermodal transportation facilities, major freight distribution routes, national parks, recreation areas, monuments and historic sites, military installations; and military base closures.
· Conduct planning activities (including corridor studies, and other transportation planning studies) to identify and develop candidate projects for the Federal Transportation Improvement Program (FTIP).
· Preserve existing transportation facilities, planning ways to meet transportation needs by using existing transportation facilities more efficiently, with owners and operators of transportation facilities/systems working together to develop operational objectives and plans which maximize utilization of existing facilities.
· Involve federal and state permit and approval agencies early and continuously in the regional transportation planning process to identify and examine issues to develop necessary consensus and agreement; collaborate with Army Corps of Engineers, National Fish and Wildlife Service, Environmental Protection Agency and other federal agencies responsible for permits and National Environmental Protection Act (NEPA) approvals and with state resources agencies for compliance with California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).
· Document environmental and cultural resources, and develop and improve coordination between agencies using Geographic Information Services (GIS) and other computer-based tools.


Regional planning documents, consistent with federal and state requirements:
· Regional Transportation Plans (RTP)
· Transportation Improvement Programs (TIP)
· RTP and TIP environmental compliance
· Overall Work Programs (OWP) and Amendments
· Overall Work Program Agreements (OWPA) and Amendments
· Master Fund Transfer Agreements (MFTA)
· Corridor studies

Ineligible Activities include, but not limited to:
· Non-planning related TDA administration such as fulfilling TDA auditing requirements, processing TDA invoices and fund reports, TDA allocation and claims process, etc. (planning related activities such as unmet transit needs assessment are eligible if they support the regional transportation planning process and RTP).
· Non-planning related transit administration for 5310, 5311, JARC, New Freedom, etc. including application development and assistance (review of 5310 applications and programming of funds as it relates to the TIP process are eligible planning activities).
· RHNA Process (portions may be eligible, but not the RHNA process as a stand-alone task)
· Project development documents such as Project Initiation Documents and Project Study Reports. 
· Review of project level EIRs is only eligible if it is to ensure consistency and compliance with the MPOs/RTPAs RTPs and other regional transportation planning plans and products. 
· Implementation of a study or plan.
· Project Delivery activities.
· City or county level transportation studies unless it is regionally significant or has a direct effect on the highway/transit system. 
· Lobbying
· Project design, engineering, and construction.
· If you using toll credits as local match, MPOs’ OWP administrative work element must be funded with an additional funding source. This is due to the OWP containing ineligible work elements (not funded with CPG), and other funding sources being managed through the OWP.
· Association membership dues and staff time attending CALCOG, NARC, AMPO, NSSR, etc. if planning activities are not segregated.
