Summary of New RTP Requirements Resulting from SAFETEA-LU
Public Participation Plan/Outreach – Each MPO shall provide citizens, affected public agencies, representatives of public transportation employees, freight shippers, private providers of transportation, representatives of users of public transportation, representatives of users of pedestrian walkways and bicycle transportation facilities, representatives of the disabled, and other interested parties with a “reasonable opportunity” to comment on the RTP.  (23 CFR Part 450.316)

Changes to Federal Planning Factors – The planning factor to “protect and enhance environment, promote energy conservation and improve quality of life” was expanded to also include “promote consistency between transportation improvements and State and local planned growth and economic development patterns.”  In addition, safety and security were separated to individual factors to highlight the importance of each issue. (23 CFR 450.306)

Contents of the Public Participation Plan Shall Include: Development of the RTP in consultation with all interested parties; Provide that all interested parties have reasonable opportunities to comment on the contents of the RTP; Hold any public meetings at a convenient and accessible locations; Employ visualization techniques to describe the RTP (such as GIS, maps, graphs, charts and other visual methods of interpreting data and information); And, making the information available to the public in electronic accessible format and means, such as the world wide web.  The intent is to afford a reasonable opportunity for comments on the RTP to the general public.  A minimum public comment period of 45 days shall be provided before the initial or revised participation is adopted by the MPO. (23 CFR Part 450.316)  

RTP Cycle Updates – An RTP shall be updated at least every four years.  In air quality attainment regions, MPOs may elect to update their RTPs every five years. (23 CFR Part 450.322(c))

Identify Transportation Facilities – An RTP shall include an identification of transportation facilities, including major roadways, multimodal and intermodal; facilities, and intermodal connectors. (23 CFR Part 450.322 (e)(2))

Identify Mitigation Activities – An RTP shall include a discussion of types of potential environmental mitigation activities and potential areas to carry out these activities that may have the greatest potential to restore and maintain the environmental functions affected by the plan. (23 CFR Part 450.322(f)(7))

Consultation & Coordination – The discussions shall be developed in consultation with Federal, State and tribal wildlife, land management, resource agencies and regulatory agencies. (23 CFR Part 450.322(g))

Financial Plan – A Financial Plan shall be developed and demonstrate how an adopted RTP can be implemented, indicate resources that reasonably expected to be available to carry out the plan, and recommends any additional financing strategies for needed projects and programs.  Total dollar amount for projects included in the RTIP must take into account a projected rate for inflation.  The MPO, transit operators and State shall cooperatively develop estimates of funds that will be available to support plan implementation. (23 CFR Part 450.322(i))

Identify Operation & Management Strategies - Operation & Management Strategies shall be included in order to improve the performance of the existing transportation facilities, to relive vehicular congestion and maximize the safety and mobility of people and goods. (23 CFR Part 450.322(f)(3))

Identify Capital Investment Strategies – Capital investment strategies and other strategies shall be included to preserve the existing and projected future metropolitan transportation infrastructure, and provide for multimodal capacity increases based on regional priorities and needs. (23 CFR Part 450.322(f)(5))

Congestion Management Process – The Congestion Management Process (CMP) should be an integral part of developing RTPs and RTIPs for MPOs that also serve as transportation management areas (TMAs). (23 CFR 450.320) 

Visualization Technique and RTP/MTP Publication – An RTP shall include visualization techniques such as GIS based, graphs, maps, bar charts, pie charts and other visualization techniques in which a public participant understands and is not in great technical detail, but more comprehensive and basic.  The RTP shall be available on a website and for the life of the plan. (23 CFR Part 450.316(a))
Safety and Security Issues – RTPs should include a safety element that incorporates and summarizes the goals, priorities and projects that are contained in the California Strategic Highway Safety Plan as well as emergency relief and disaster preparedness plans that support homeland security and the personal security of the public (23 CFR Part 450.322(h))
Public Transit-Human Services Transportation Plan – A public transit-human services transportation plan as required by 49 U.S.C. 5310, 5316 and 5317 should be consistent with the metropolitan transportation planning process. (23 CFR 450.306(g))
