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Native American Advisory Committee 
Quarterly Meeting Minutes 

April 23, 2008 
 
Welcome and Introductions: Chairman Joseph Myers opened the meeting at 9:10 AM.  
He welcomed the Native American Advisory Committee (NAAC) members and 
participants. 
 
Roll Call: Kimberly Johnston-Dodds, Native American Liaison Branch (NALB) took roll 
call. 
 
Adopt Agenda: The agenda was adopted with no changes for the January 23, 2008 
meeting. 
 
Approve Minutes: The minutes were approved with no changes or corrections. 
 
Members in Attendance: Bo Mazzetti, Rincon Band of Luiseno Indians; Joe Garcia, 
Fort Mojave Indian Tribe; Jacque Hostler, Trinidad Rancheria; Kim Yearyean, 
Reservation Transportation Authority; Lorenda Sanchez, California Indian Manpower 
Consortium, Inc.; Joseph Myers, National Indian Justice Center; Teresa Dixon, alternate 
for Joe Sanchez, Susanville Indian Rancheria; Joe Garcia, Fort Mojave Indian Tribe; and 
Carlos Hernandez, alternate for Leland Watterson, Hendricks, Bishop Reservation. 
 
Director’s Representatives in attendance were: Joan Sollenberger, Chief, Division of 
Transportation Planning; Garth Hopkins Acting Chief, Office of Regional and 
Interagency Planning; and Cynthia Gomez, Branch Chief, Native American Liaison 
Branch. 
 
Others in Attendance: Kathleen Sartorius, Caltrans District1; Paul Richard, Caltrans 
Civil Rights; Marilyn Delgado, Caltrans Civil Rights; Kevin Orcutt, Hoopa Valley Tribe 
Roads Dept.; Betty Miller, Caltrans; Sandra Rivera, Caltrans District 2; Kathleen 
McClaflin, Caltrans District 11; Richard Olson, Caltrans District 3; Tina Biorn, Caltrans 
Headquarters; Sandi Tripp, Karuk Tribe; Mark Bobotis, Caltrans District 11; Romana 
Limon, Pit River Tribe; Warren Tamerius, Hoopa Valley Roads Department; Arlando 
Teller, Caltrans District 4; Carolyn Yee, Caltrans NALB; and Kimberly Johnston-Dodds, 
Caltrans NALB. 
 
Old Business 
 
1.  Legislative Analysis Report Subcommittee Report – Andrew Masiel, NAAC 
member was not present at the meeting, but provided a copy of his report to the 
Committee.  
 
2.  Indian Reservation Road Program  (IRR) Coordinating Committee – Members 
Bo Mazzetti and Jacque Hostler gave a brief report on the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) 
IRR Coordinating Committee’s activities.  The Coordinating Committee is required to 
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vote on issues by consensus, and at this time these issues have not reached consensus.  
The BIA provided the Coordinating Committee with a matrix of issues to determine 
which issues were most important, which they intend to prioritize the issues based on 
majority vote---instead of using the Committee’s requirement for consensus among the 
Committee.  The Coordinating Committee is currently reviewing some policy measures 
that could impact the Tribes in California. Some of the most problematic would be those 
that would limit or eliminate State and local roads from the IRR system, and roads that 
generate more than 10,000 average daily traffic (ADT) counts.  If the Tribes include all 
of the roads that were recently inventoried, the majority of the roads on the IRR system 
will be State and local roads.  The next meeting will be held in Rapid City, North Dakota 
in June 2008. 
 
3.   Transportation Authorization Act – California Principles.   Member Bo Mazzetti 
met with Ken De Cresenzo, Caltrans Federal Liaison to discuss inclusion of the Tribal 
transportation needs into the State’s Reauthorization Principles.  Currently, the State has 
proposed including “Tribal Transportation System” needs under the category of “Ensure 
the Financial Integrity of the Highway Trust Fund.”  The NAAC requested that NALB 
write the summary to increase funding for safety, maintenance, construction, 
transportation planning, and transit.  The due date for the summary is April 18, 2008 and 
should be submitted to Mr. De Cresenzo.   
 
4.  Indian Reservation Road (IRR) Inventory Update Report/Research Project – 
Final Report.  Cynthia Gomez, NALB provided the NAAC with a copy of the Final 
Report completed by Winzler and Kelly Engineering.  This was a project in partnership 
with the Tribes and the Bureau of Indian Affairs to collect data for inclusion into the BIA 
IRR system.  Seventy-seven Tribes participated and there is a potential for an additional 
4,577.3 miles of roads and bridges to be placed onto the IRR system.  These roads and 
bridges can be added only if the Tribe submits a request to the BIA to include them onto 
the system.  The NAAC expressed their appreciation to Caltrans, particularly Joan 
Sollenberger for supporting this project because it will be beneficial to Tribes, State, and 
local governments in California. 
 
5.    Office of Traffic Safety (OTS) Grant – Cynthia Gomez reported the grant that was 
awarded to the Department to work on a safety campaign and a pilot project with the 
Yurok Tribe to collect safety data will be returned to OTS because the Department was 
unable to encumber the funds. 
 
6.  Vehicle Registration Subcommittee Report – Bo Mazzetti and Joseph Myers 
reported that a meeting was held by the Subcommittee in April to discuss the information 
they wanted to have researched regarding registration of vehicles that travel within and 
outside of Indian Reservations to conduct governmental services.  NALB collected 
information to provide NAAC with examples of laws and policies related to tribal 
government vehicle registration in California and other states.  The information included 
examples of state laws, Tribal laws, and agreements specifically regarding vehicle codes.   
This is an issue that is not under the jurisdiction of the Department and was no further 
assistance was needed from the Department. 
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7.  Tribal Technical Assistance Program (TTAP) CA/NV – Joseph Myers provided a 
written report to the NAAC of the training and activities conducted and scheduled for the 
past, present and future quarters.  A copy of the TTAP newsletter, the Tribal 
Transportation News, Volume 1, Issue 2, Spring 2008 edition was provided to the 
NAAC. 
 
8.  Intergovernmental Review (IGR) Statewide Program Guide – Betty L. Miller, 
Associate Transportation Planner from the IGR Program within Caltrans reported that she 
has been working on the IGR Guide for several months.  She requested and received 
comments from several Tribes to improve the Guide.  She provided the NAAC with a 
copy of the final draft, when it is complete it will be available on the Caltrans website. 
 
9.  2008 California Indian Community Directory, Status Report – Carolyn Yee, 
NALB reported that she is working on the final draft of the Directory.  It is behind 
schedule, she hopes to have the Directory completed by the next NAAC meeting in July 
2008. 
 
10.  Tribal Employment Rights Ordinance (TERO) Update, Follow up.  Marilyn 
Delgado, Manager in Civil Rights reported that the Attorney General’s (AG) office has 
completed a draft legal opinion regarding whether the State can comply with TEROs 
when a State project is within the boundaries of the Tribal Reservation.  She did not 
know when the final opinion would be released. 
 
New Business 
 
1.  Humboldt Tribal Transportation Commission (HTTC) Bylaws Event Report – 
Member Jacque Hostler reported that the HTTC has continued to work together to gain 
greater support for transportation issues for the Tribes within Humboldt County.  The 
Tribes have been working very well together.  Member Jostler stated that she thought it 
important to develop a collection of stories reflecting the transportation problems in 
California.  These stories should include the history, pictures, undeveloped routes that 
provide the economic lifeline to the tribes, social issues, and impacts to cultural 
resources.  It was noted that many of the current highways and roads were original routes 
that Tribes used to travel before the European influence, therefore, having cultural 
resources that will be impacted as the current routes are constructed, maintained, or 
reconstructed.  The Native American Liaison Branch will assist NAAC in the collection 
of the history and pictures of tribal routes in California. 
 
2.  Scenic Byways Program - Cynthia Gomez reported that the deadline for this program 
was April 11, 2008.  The Tribes were eligible recipients and if they receive an award 
have the option of contracting with Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) or 
Caltrans. 
 
3.  Safe Routes to School Program – Cynthia Gomez reported that the deadline for this 
program is in July 18, 2008.  The Tribes are eligible recipients, but must submit their 



 4

applications through the regional transportation planning agencies.  Tribes have 
expressed their concern that this process may create problems because the regional 
transportation planning agencies may not want to submit these applications on their 
behalf.  The regional transportation planning agencies can submit more than one 
application. 
 
Announcements: Written announcements for upcoming meetings and workshops were 
provided on the agenda. 
 
Adjournment: Joesph Myers moved to adjourn the meeting; Member Bo Mazzetti 
seconded the motion. The meeting was adjourned at 12:10 PM.   


