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February 16, 2011

TO San Francisco Bay Area Fiscal Year 2011-2012 Transportation Planning Grant Applicants:

For over ten years, the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) has provided funds to
various recipients through the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) Partnership Planning
and Federal Transit Administration (FTA) 5304 Transit Planning Grant Programs. In the San
Francisco Bay Area, the Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC) has coordinated the
administration of these two grant programs and acted as the primary applicant for sub-recipients
such as transit agencies, cities, counties, and Native American Tribal Governments.

We have recently been notified by MTC that they will not be acting as the primary applicant on
behalf of sub-recipients for the upcoming fiscal year (FY) 2011-12 for FHWA Partnership
Planning and FTA 5304 Transit Planning (Statewide or Urban Transit Planning Studies, Rural or
Small Urban Transit Planning Studies, and Transit Planning Student Internships) Grant
Programs. Applications for these two grant programs arc due to Caltrans by March 30, 2011.

As a result of MTC’s decision, cities, counties, transit agencies, and Native American Tribal
Governments may apply directly to Caltrans for these two grant programs, and should be
prepared to follow the directions located within the Caltrans Transportation Planning Grant
Guide found at: http://www.dot.ca.gov/hg/tpp/grants.html. Information about the planning
grants, as well as the FY 2011-12 grant application form is also available at this website. We
have provided additional information specifically for the San Francisco Bay Area grant
applicants for these two grant programs.

It is important to note, however, that for this grant cycle, the following groups must apply only as
a sub-recipient, and would have to partner with a city, county, transit agency or Native American
Tribal Government (as the direct-recipient):

e Universities and Community Colleges

e Community-Based Organizations

e Non-Profit Organizations

For applicants applying directly to Caltrans, please be aware that once a grant has been awarded,
applicants should be prepared to provide:
e A local resolution from the applicant’s governing board stating the title of the person
authorized to enter into a contract with Caltrans as part of the grant application process.
This resolution must be made by the grant applicant’s governing board, and identify the
person authorized to enter into a contract.
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e A signed FHWA/FTA Certifications and Assurances Document.

Please also be aware that once a grant project has entered into a contract, the following will be
required:

e Disadvantaged Business Enterprise Quarterly Reports.

e Quarterly Progress Reports.

We understand that agencies may need to make changes to their grant applications to meet new
grant application requirements for the upcoming March 30, 2011 application deadline, and we
will work closely with prospective applicants in this regard.

If you have local questions about the FY 2011-12 grant application process, please contact the
following Caltrans staff:

e Erik Alm, on the FHWA Partnership Planning grants at 510-286-6053; or

o Becky Frank, on the FTA 5304 Transit Planning grants at 510-286-5536.

We apologize in advance for any inconvenience this may have caused.

Sincerely,
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SHARON SCHERZINGER, Chiéf
Division of Transportation Planning
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c¢: Ann Flemer - MTC Deputy Executive Director, Policy
Lee Taubeneck — Local Assistance Deputy District Director, Caltrans, District 4
Martin Tuttle — Deputy Director Planning and Modal Programs, Caltrans
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