
I-5 Boat Section Project

Keeping Sacramento’s Gateway Open!



EXPECTED HEAVY TRAFFIC

CONSTRUCTION AREA



“BOAT SECTION” DE-WATERED IN 1968



“BOAT SECTION” OPENED IN 1970



FLOODED IN 1980



WHAT’S WRONG WITH THE BOAT SECTION?

Long history of maintenance issues and 
potential for flooding 

Numerous cracks and leaks deteriorating 
pavement.

Existing drainage systems are plugged 
and ineffective



CROSS SECTION OF BOAT SECTION - Present Condition

5 feet to
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thick

seal slab

Pavement Slab (roadway)

Hydrostatic forces

Spalling, Deck Deterioration





HOW CAN IT BE REPAIRED?

Reconstruct six-inch pavement slab

Upgrade drainage system

Install new de-watering wells

Install monitoring equipment



A VIEW WE DON’T WANT TO SEE



PROJECT WORK SCHEDULE

Nighttime and weekend closures = 5+ years

Caltrans’ expedited work schedule = 165 days of 
around-the-clock construction and 15 weekends 
of traffic-interfering work

Contractor’s bid -114 traffic-interfering days = 85 
days of around-the-clock construction and 29 
days working  nights and weekends.

New work plan - approximately 40 traffic-
interfering days around-the-clock construction 
spread over two months.



STAGE 1 Northbound Closure
Friday, May 30 at 8 p.m.

STAGE 2 Southbound Closure
Friday, June 13 at 8 p.m.

STAGE 3 Northbound Closure
Thursday, June 26 at 8 p.m.

STAGE 4 Southbound Closure
Tuesday, July 8 at 8 p.m.

IMPORTANT NOTE
This schedule is tentative and remains subject to change dependent on final approvals, materials
testing, weather, etc.
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STAGE 1
Friday, May 30 at 8 p.m. - All northbound lanes of I-5 closed from US Highway 50/Capitol City
Freeway Interchange to Richards Blvd (Q Street ramp will remain open from northbound I-5).
Monday, June 9 at 5 a.m. - All lanes open for five days.

STAGE 2
Friday, June 13 at 8 p.m. - All southbound lanes of I-5 closed from Richards Blvd to US Highway 50
(two lanes will be open for traffic exiting at J Street.
Monday, June 23 at 5 a.m. - All lanes open for four days.

IMPORTANT NOTE
This schedule is tentative and remains subject to change dependent on final approvals, materials
testing, weather, etc.
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STAGE 3
Thursday, June 26 at 8 p.m. - All northbound lanes of I-5 closed from US Highway/Capitol City 
Freeway Interchange to Richards Blvd. (Q Street ramp will remain open from northbound I-5).
Thursday, July 3 at 5 a.m. - All lanes open for six days.

STAGE 4
Tuesday, July 8 at 8 p.m. - All southbound lanes of I-5 closed from Richards Blvd. to the US 
Highway 50/Capitol City Freeway Interchange (two lanes will be open for traffic exiting at J Street.
Tuesday, July 15 at 5 a.m. - Work on this portion of project is complete.

IMPORTANT NOTE
This schedule is tentative and remains subject to change dependent on final approvals, materials
testing, weather, etc.
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EXPECTED HEAVY TRAFFIC

FREEWAY DETOURS

More Detours are 
being developed.



PLANNING & PROJECT CONSTRUCTION

Stakeholder Identification & Interaction

Public Outreach & Project Awareness Techniques 

Interagency Coordination

Traffic Modeling & Forecasting

Developing Travel Management Strategies



TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT

Public outreach campaign

Partner with Sac and West Sac to identify, plan, 
monitor and respond to impacts

Consider major construction projects and special 
events

Multi-agency team to address planned and unplanned 
events during construction

Partner with SACOG, CTA, TMA’s, Transit Providers, 
DSP, Old Sacramento’s Merchant’s Association 

Roadside message boards and Highway Advisory 
Radio



TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT (cont’d)

CHP enforcement in the Cone Zone

Dedicated tow truck service

Encourage commuters to use alternate modes

Posted detours for truck traffic 







Temporary re-striping

Guide signs

Traffic flagging

Temporary traffic retiming

Traffic monitoring (Cameras/Staff)

Increased enforcement

Temporary re-striping

Guide signs

Traffic flagging

Temporary traffic retiming

Traffic monitoring (Cameras/Staff)

Increased enforcement

TRAFFIC TOOLS



PUBLIC OUTREACH CAMPAIGN HIGHLIGHTS

Outreach to (residents, businesses, commuters, transit 
providers, TMA’s )

West Coast outreach to over 80 truck stops and 
inspection/weight stations

Project website,  www.Fix I-5.com 

E-mail travel alerts

Construction Hotline

Traffic reports on radio and television stations

Advertising in area newspapers




