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BACKGROUND 
The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) and the California State 
Transportation Agency (CalSTA) in collaboration with other state agencies are 
forming the California Statewide Modeling Advisory Committee (Committee) to 
bring a focus on interregional and statewide travel forecasting and analysis.   
 
Over the last few years a range of legislative and policy initiatives have significantly 
altered the state policy framework and priorities, necessitating substantial 
improvement in statewide travel forecasting and data analysis to support a 
sustainable, integrated and efficient transportation system to enhance California’s 
economy and livability.  These changes include SB 375 (sustainable community), 
SB 743 (CEQA reform), and SB 391 (California Transportation Plan) that require 
more robust quantitative and analytic evaluation to describe the relative 
performance of transportation policies, strategies, and programs.  The internal and 
external reviews of Caltrans programs, reflecting stakeholders and expert opinion 
specify the need for Caltrans to enhance its modeling and data analysis capability.  
Also, the Caltrans Improvement Project (CIP) recommends improving Caltrans 
tools and techniques to inform transportation planning and programming.    
 
Caltrans has been working on strengthening its travel modeling tools and recently 
rolled out the California Statewide Travel Demand Model (CSTDM).  Caltrans is 
making the CSTDM available to state and regional agencies and other stakeholders 
who are interested in statewide and interregional travel modeling and analysis. 
 
PURPOSE, ROLES, AND RESPONSIBILITIES 
The intent of the Committee is to create a forum to discuss statewide and 
interregional travel issues and priorities, recommend solutions and action items, and 
advance analytic tools such as CSTDM to support development of plans and 
projects of statewide significance.  
 
The Committee will:  
 Advise on the further refinement, application and broad use of CSTDM, 

including cloud access to CSTDM. 
 Help identify and advise on statewide and interregional travel issues of 

significance such as real-time data collection and access, freight modeling and 
travel data, modeling informing planning scenarios and corridor/project specific 
studies, and capturing interregional travel. 

 Help coordinate statewide and interregional transportation modeling priorities 
with state and regional agencies such as how state and regional models intersect. 

 Help identify near term (5-10 year) statewide transportation modeling and travel 
data needs. 

 Discuss other issues such as: Rural areas modeling needs, rail model Network 
integration with CSTDM, network modeling and cumulative effect of multiple 
corridors, cross border issues with other states and Mexico. 
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DESIRED OUTCOMES 
Desired outcomes, at a minimum, include: 

 Establish a collaborative and coordinated statewide, interregional transportation modeling effort.  
 Provide consistency in statewide travel forecasting and data analysis. 
 Enhance quality and analytic capabilities in statewide and interregional travel analysis.  
 Ensure models can evaluate progress on meeting statewide mandates, i.e., AB 32, SB 375. 
 Address rural areas modeling issues. 
    
MEMBERS 
The Committee consists of core representatives from state and regional and local agencies who lead or 
oversee their respective travel forecasting functions and have stake in interregional and multiregional 
modeling and data analysis.  The private sector consulting services may also be represented to provide 
additional expert point of views per committee’s direction.  The initial list of committee members have 
been compiled by the sponsored agencies.  The Committee will recommend additional members as 
appropriate.  The committee will also recommend the replacement if any member of the Committee is 
unable to serve for any reason.  The Committee Chairperson will be selected by the Committee.  The term 
of the Chairperson will be one year, at the discretion of the Committee.  Member of the Committee will 
serve a three-year term. 
 
SPONSORSHIP  
The Committee is sponsored jointly by Caltrans and CalSTA in collaboration with California Air 
Resources Board and the Governor’s Office of Planning and Research. 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE AND LOGISTICAL SUPPORT 
The Chief, Caltrans Division of Transportation Planning and the Office of Multi-Modal System Planning 
are responsible for coordination and providing administrative support for this advisory committee. 
 
OPEN MEETING LAW AND INCOMPATIBLE ACTIVITIES 
The Chairperson is responsible to ensure that the Committee operates in a manner that seeks consensus 
among the members.  The Committee may present multiple recommendations with supportive arguments 
for each position.  The Committee Chairperson is responsible to ensure differing positions are heard. 
 
The Committee is entirely advisory in nature, and has no governmental powers in and of itself.  Although 
the Committee is not subject to state open meeting laws, it will conduct its business in an open manner, 
whereby any interested person is permitted to observe any meeting of the Committee.  
 
The members are expected to refrain from any activity that could reasonably be construed as, or give the 
appearance of, an incompatible activity or a conflict of interest.  Members shall not seek any personal 
preference in any business matter involving Caltrans, by virtue of their participation on this Committee.  
However, membership shall not bar any member from otherwise conducting business with Caltrans. 
 
FREQUENCY OF MEETINGS 
The Committee will meet quarterly or as defined by the Committee over the next three years.  The 
Committee may reconstitute the terms of the Advisory Committee beyond November 2017 with a 
majority vote.  Meetings are held in Sacramento and provisions for remote meeting participation will be 
made for members unable to travel. 


