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Introduction 

On June 29, 2010 four members of the Colusa business community attended a focus group 
workshop at the Colusa County Chamber of Commerce. Two tribal representatives attended a 
similar workshop held immediately afterwards. The workshops were sponsored by the City of 
Colusa and Caltrans District 3 and facilitated by MIG, Inc. These focus group workshops were 
held to solicit community input on potential improvements along Market Street/SR 20. The 
project team will bring forward the ideas generated in these events as design concepts for review 
and comment in a July workshop. Ultimately, this project will identify a series of prioritized 
improvements along the corridor.      
 
Business Community Attendees 
Gretchen Hone – Chamber of Commerce 
Nancy Nevlin – Chamber of Commerce, Colusa Legal Support Services  
Pat Kittle – Kittles Outdoor 
Tom Reische – Colusa City Council, Messick Ace Hardware 
 
Tribal Representative Attendees 
Shannon Morganson – Colusa Indian Community  
Annie Mitchell – Colusa Indian Community  
 
Other Attendees 
Jennifer Duran – Caltrans 
Sukhvinder Takhar– Caltrans 
OTHERS?  
Bryan Stice – City of Colusa  
Denise Carter– Colusa County  

Workshop Overview 

Mukul Malhotra, MIG, delivered a PowerPoint presentation that described previous project 
studies, relevant policies and existing conditions in the corridor as well as an overview of the 
complete streets design concept.  
 
Following the overview presentation, attendees were invited to participate in facilitated group 
discussion to discuss potential corridor improvements. The primary purpose of the meeting was 
to identify business and tribal concerns related to Market Street/SR 20, as well as to generate 
specific input on potential improvements types and locations along the corridor. This summary 
highlights the findings from these discussions. 
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A Vision for Market Street/SR 20 

Meeting attendees envision Market Street/SR 20 as an inviting and safe gateway to Colusa that 
supports both automobile and non-automobile traffic.  
 
Participants have a vision for the Market Street/SR 20 corridor that: 
 Attracts business activity and investment  
 Has reduced speeds  
 Accommodates farm equipment, tractors and trucks up to 20’ wide 
 Has increased on-street parking; and  
 Supports parades and other civic events.  

Improving Market Street/SR 20: Issues and Opportunities 

A number of issues and opportunities for improvement along Market Street/SR 20 were 
identified during the workshop and are described below.  
 
ISSUES AND OPPORTUNITIES 
 Sidewalk disrepair 
 Parking  
 Traffic Speed  
 Parking for trailers.  
 
Culture/Identity and Amenities  
Participants identified the following potential amenities that could be developed to improve the 
identity of the corridor:  
 Development of a gateway monument at 10th or 8th and Market  
 Building on the historic street lights, trees and brick crosswalks.  
 
Pedestrian-Oriented 
Participants identified the following pedestrian-oriented issues and opportunities: 
 Shortening crosswalks with bulbouts 
 Developing crosswalks at every corner  
 Ensuring ADA compliance. 

 
Bike-Oriented 
Participants identified the following bicycle-oriented issues and opportunities: 
 Developing bike lanes on Main Street or other parallel streets.  
 
Roundabout Development  
Participants identified the intersection of 5th and Market as a potential location for a 
roundabout.   
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Parking  
Participants discussed potential parking requirements and consideration, including:  
 Diagonal Parking 
 Angled Parking  
 Diagonal Parking on 7th Street 
 Calming traffic with parking.  
 
Landscaping 
Participants identified the following landscaping issues and opportunities: 

 Planting the right kind of trees with consideration for the sidewalk.  
 Developing larger landscaped areas along the sidewalk.  

 
Other Considerations  
Other considerations identified included: 
 Maintenance 
 Liability 
 Financing.  
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