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The grant engaged seniors and people with disabilities within Santa Cruz County in an effort to
improve access to transit and supportive services. The grant also provided a catalyst for projects that
further the regional blueprint planning goals of reducing vehicle miles traveled. The Accessible
Pedestrian Improvement Plan, the final grant deliverable, includes obstacles to using transit, analysis

of prime pedestrian corridors, a pedestrian tool kit with best practices from other areas, and funding
strategies.

Community Outreach

Project Outcome

O Formed a Pedestrian Safety Work Group. 0 A Safe Paths of Travel report was
0 Distributed a survey to seniors, people with disabilities, produced
and Paratransit providers serving these populations. 0 Increased awareness about the value
O Rather than asking seniors and people with disabilities of a good pedestrian network,
locations where these populations congregate. 0 New and improved sidewalk
O Presentations were made to community groups working maintenance process at local
with targeted populations. jurisdictions
Environmental Justice Community Outreach: O  New interactive online hazard
0 The report targeted disadvantaged populations such as reporting form .
. L e Lsteas s . 0 Development of a list of
seniors, people with disabilities, and individuals with . .
o improvement projects
limited means.
0 Outreach materials were provided in Spanish, if needed.

Successes & Next Steps

The Pedestrian Safety Work Group will be pursuing grant funds to construct many of the
pedestrian improvement projects identified in the Final Report.

New Freedom funds were secured to implement a Safe Path to Transit project that
provides a pedestrian connection between a medical clinic and bus stops. This project is in
design and should be constructed next year (2013).

More sidewalk improvements by property owners are occurring, which is a cost effective
strategy at fiscally constrained times.

Although this grant helped to improve sidewalk accessibility for disadvantaged individuals,
it will also benefit the Santa Cruz County community at large.
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