 (
Complete Streets
)[image: CT_logo]		

To Complete Streets friends, colleagues, and interested public members:

The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) has revised the Highway Design Manual (HDM) pursuant to our Complete Streets deputy directive and has released the proposed changes for comment.  It can be accessed at http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/oppd/Draft-HDM-Complete-St/ .  Comments are due by July 8, 2011.  

Additionally, in mid-June, Caltrans Headquarters Division of Design will be providing opportunities to discuss the proposed HDM modifications through meeting(s) and/or webinar(s).  Please see the website for further information.  

The Highway Design Manual is a key guidance document that is used to develop Caltrans projects as well as local streets and roads.  This revision will more fully consider the safety, mobility, and accessibility needs of all users.  It is a critical step in implementing Complete Streets and has the potential to influence state, regional, and local transportation facilities.  

Key to this update is the effort of the Department to be transparent and open to external comment, by broadcasting this action widely.  Revisions to the manual address context sensitive design, place types, speeds, and lane widths as well as over 450 new references to bicycles, pedestrians and transit.  Consideration of the safety of all users, regardless of mode, is central to this update.  

The manual revisions and a summary of proposed changes can be found at the web site noted.  Along with Complete Streets related changes there are also updates to other sections of the HDM.  The goal is to provide comprehensive guidance so projects are scoped to include complete streets from planning to project delivery.

I hope you and your colleagues will take a close look at it, and take advantage of the open opportunity to provide comments back to the department on this significant revision to this significant manual.  If you have any questions, please contact Design Division staff directly.

Terry L. Abbott, Chief
Design Division 
Office:  916 654-3858
Cell:  916 799-4108
terry_abbott@dot.ca.gov

Tim Craggs, Assistant Division Chief
Design Division 
O: 916-653-1027
C: 916-275-2890
tim_craggs@dot.ca.gov

Kevin Herritt, Chief, Office of Geometric Design Standards 
Design Division 
O: 916-653-0253
kevin_herritt@dot.ca.gov


Thank you.  

Chris Ratekin, Project Manager 
Complete Streets Policy Implementation
Office of Community Planning
Division of Transportation Planning
1120 N Street, MS 32
Sacramento, CA 94274
916-653-4615      916-653-4570 (fax)

Visit http://dot.ca.gov/completestreets for more info 
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