
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
  

 

 
 

Fiscal Year 2001/2002 

Community Based Transportation Planning Grants 


City of Willits Baechtel Road/ 
Railroad Avenue Study 

¾ Grant Recipient: City of Willits 
¾ County: Mendocino 

Project Area – The 1.7-mile stretch of 
U.S. Highway 101 that runs north south in 
the city of Willits. The project area’s 
east west boundaries are the Northwest 
Pacific railroad and Baechtel Creek. 

Project Focus –To conduct a detailed 
study of a proposed road that would 
connect Baechtel road and Railroad 
Avenue on the east side of the city.  The 
current congestion that occurs on U.S. 
101 makes it difficult for residents to 
patronize businesses at opposites ends of 
the corridor.  The need for a connecting 
road will be amplified as Willits grows and 
contemplates residential growth at the 
south end of the city. 

Project Goals – To identify the feasibility 
of the proposed connector road. The 
function of this road would be to improve 
the distribution of traffic in the 
southeast quadrant of the city. 
Additionally, it would facilitate infill 
development of a large area of 
unimproved land; explore the feasibility 
of a creek side parkway with pedestrian, 
bicycle and transit routes that would be 
integrated into a citywide network; and 
provide a link connecting the housing, 
employment and recreational facilities on 
the east side of the City. 

Community Outreach – Volunteers went 
door to door interviewing residents about 
the present conditions of the 

neighborhood. The volunteers asked if 
the residents would support the project 
and use the connector road if it were 
built. Over 500 letters and brochures 
went out to public officials, local 
residents in the planning area, and to 
citizens who had participated in 
community planning events during the 
prior few years. A two-day design 
charrette was held, with the second day 
consisting of a tour of the corridor and 
discussion of possible improvements 
available for implementation. 

Project Outcome- Residents of Willits 
who attended the design charrette made 
a series of recommendations for 
improving circulation on the east side of 
Willits, with the focus being on a 
connector road between Baechtel Road 
and railroad Avenue.  The Preferred 
Concept Plan is the product of the 
community. Working together, the 
community developed a series of 
alternatives for the corridor that focused 
on each mode of transportation with the 
following goals: Reduce speeding; improve 
flow and safety; create a pedestrian 
friendly environment; reduce bus 
conflicts; beautify the Avenue and help 
businesses; and increase parking. 

Planning Goals Realized – 

¾ Foster neighborhoods and project 
designs that enable more walking and 
biking; 

¾ Reduce dependence on single occupant 
vehicle trips; 

¾ Reduce traffic congestion and improve 
air quality. 

“Caltrans Improves Mobility Across California” 


