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C a l i f o r n i a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f 
Transportation (Caltrans) planning 
grants are intended to strengthen the 
economy, promote equity, and protect 
the environment. The results of these 
grants should improve mobility and 
lead to the programming and 
implementation of transportation 
improvement projects. These projects 
should also emphasize safety, jobs, 
housing, transportation, sustainable 
communities, public participation, 
and reduced traffic congestion.  

For fiscal year 2014-2015, Caltrans is 
going to award approximately $5.3 
mi l l ion f o r  the  f o l l o wing 
transportation planning grant 
programs: 

 Transit Planning for Sustainable 
Communities 

 Transit Planning for Rural 
Communities 

 Partnership Planning for 
Sustainable Transportation 

These grants are for transportation 
planning, not for development of 
environmental documents or actual 
construction. 
 

NOTE: The Environmental Justice 
a n d  C o m m u n i t y - B a s e d 
Transportation Planning grants are 
on a one-year hiatus and will resume 
for the next grant cycle. 

Introduction 



Transit Planning 
Transit Planning funds must be used for 
transit related planning projects and 
require an 11.47% non-federal match. 
The following are the two Transit Planning 
grant categories and the types of projects 
each support: 

Transit Planning for 
Rural Communities 
Transit Planning for Rural Communities 
provides technical planning assistance for 
the operation and maintenance of a 
sustainable transit system. The intent is to 
support transit and/or intermodal planning 
studies that show benefit to rural or small 
urban service areas with a population of 
100,000 and less. 

An estimated $1 million will be available 
for the fiscal year 2014-2015 grant cycle. 
The maximum amount per grant award 
cannot exceed $100,000. 

Student internships in transit planning at 
public transportation agencies may be 
applied for under this grant program, with 
a grant cap of $50,000. 
Example Project Types: 

 Short-range transit development plans 
 Transit marketing plans 
 Site-selection studies 
 Transit service implementation plans 
 Ridership surveys 
 Social service improvement studies 
 Student internships 

Partnership Planning for 
Sustainable 
Transportation 
Partnership Planning for Sustainable 
Transportation supports studies that 
encourage or strengthen multi-agency and/
o r  g o v e r n m e n t - t o - g o v e r n m e n t 
partnerships. The projects must have a 
statewide or regional benefit and may 
include, but not be limited to, partnering 
with local agencies to develop plans that 
align with Senate Bill 375 Sustainable 
Communities Strategy (SB 375 SCS) 
implementation.  

An estimated $2.5 million will be 
available for the fiscal year 2014-2015  
grant cycle. The program requires a 20% 
non-federal match. The maximum 
amount per grant award cannot exceed 
$300,000. 
Example Project Types: 

 Studies that lead to SB 375 SCS 
implementation 

 Studies that align with Regional  
Blueprint Plans 

 Studies that identify regional, inter-
county, or statewide mobility and 
access needs 

 Corridor studies and corridor 
preservation studies 

 Projects that evaluate issues involving 
ground access to international 
boarders,  seaports,  airports , 
intermodal facilities, freight hubs, and 
recreational sites 

Transit Planning for  
Sustainable Communities 
Transit Planning for Sustainable 
Communities focuses on studying transit 
issues having statewide or regional 
significance in transit service areas with 
populations greater than 100,000.  The 
program aims is to assist in improving 
transit services and to facilitate congestion 
relief by offering a sustainable alternative  
to the single occupant vehicle.   

An estimated $1.8 million will be 
available for the fiscal year 2014-2015 
grant cycle. The maximum amount per 
grant award cannot exceed $300,000. 

Example Project Types: 

 Identification of policies and 
procedures to integrate transit into the 
transportation system planning 
process 

 Statewide transit planning surveys 
and research 

 Identification of policies, strategies, 
and programs to preserve transit 
facilities and optimize transit 
infrastructure 

 Projects that evaluate accessibility and 
connectivity of the multi-modal 
transportation network. 
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