Active Transportation and Livable Communities (ATLC)

Advisory Group Meeting

Thursday, August 19, 2010 – 1:00 PM – 3:30 PM

California Department of Transportation, Headquarters

1120 N Street, Sacramento, CA -- Director’s Board Room 2116

Meeting Summary Notes

1. Welcome and Introductions
Martin (Marty) Tuttle, Deputy Director for Planning and Modal Programs, opened the August 19, 2010 meeting and requested introductions from the members present and on the telephone.

	ATTENDANCE

	External Agencies

Wendy Alfsen, California Walks

Melinda Benson, Department of Housing and Community Development

Graham Brownstein, TransForm

Andrew Casteel, Bay Area Bicycle Coalition

Lisa Cirill, California Department of Public Health Services

Scott Clark, Local Government Commission

Jacquolyn Duerr, California Department of Public Health Services
Justin Fanslau, Advo Cycle

Anne Geraghty, WALK Sacramento

Nicole Hara, Center for Civic Partnership 
Jennifer Lopez, Kern County

Jessica Meaney, Safe Routes to School National Partnership

Sabrina Means, CA Transit Association

Jacklyn Montgomery, CA Association for Coordinated Transit (CalACT) (via Telephone)

Chris Morfas, Sacramento Metro Air Quality Management District

Bob Planthold, California Pedestrian Advisory Committee

Terry Preston, WALK Sacramento
Steve Schweigerdt, Rails-to-Trails Conservancy

	Caltrans

Martin Tuttle, Deputy Director, Planning and Modal Programs

Tom Neumann, Transportation Planning-Community Planning

Sharon Scherzinger, Interim Division Chief, Transportation Planning

Denix Anbiah, CEA III, Local Assistance
Anne Mahaney, Local Assistance

Dawn Foster, Local Assistance

Garth Hopkins, Regional and Interagency Planning

Chris Ratekin, Transportation Planning-Management Liaison

Leslie Mazzeo, Transportation Planning-Community Planning

Kevin Herritt, Design

Lara Justine, Design, Landscape Architecture

Keith Robinson, Design, Landscape Architecture

Collette Armao, Aeronautics

Jesse Bhullar, Traffic Operations

Jane Perez, Interim Division Chief, Mass Transportation

Jila Priebe, Mass Transportation
Scott Sauer, Mass Transportation

Leonard Seitz, Transportation Systems Information

Cheryl Willis, Deputy District Director, Planning and Local Assistance, District 1 (via Telephone)

Jean Finney, Office Chief, Transit and Community Planning, District 4 (via Telephone)

Miya Edmonson, Planning, District 9 (via Telephone)
Kevin Pokrajac, Local Assistance (via Telephone)
Fernando Castro, Planning and Local Assistance, District 7 (via Telephone)


2. Opening Comments
Martin (Marty) Tuttle, Deputy Director for Planning and Modal Programs, welcomed attendees and emphasized the progress that was made on the agenda items since the last ATLC meeting.   
3.  Strategic Highway Safety Plan (SHSP) Update 
Jesse Bhullar, Traffic Operations, provided a one page SHSP Fact Sheet and gave a brief overview of the contents, including what the SHSP is and who is involved in the Safety stakeholder group.  Under the direction of the SHSP Executive Leadership, and the 13-member Steering Committee, Challenge Area Teams have analyzed data and identified and prioritized 152 actions being implemented.  The Executive Committee is made up of the Directors from seven agencies and meets on a quarterly and annual basis.  The next meeting will be held on September 21, 2010.  In addition, the Steering Committee meets monthly to discuss the status and movement of the actions. The Executive Committee has asked Caltrans to (1) create new challenge areas to reduce distracted driving and, (2) create a dynamic process to include new actions.  A new process has been established.  Once actions are submitted to the Executive/Steering Committee and approved, they will be added to the tracking system and included with the 152 actions.  The handout Implementation Status Report provides a breakdown of the status of SHSP actions by agency.  More information about the SHSP can be found at http://www.dot.ca.gov/SHSP. (Handouts attached.)
4. Statewide Transit Strategic Plan (STSP) 
Jane Perez, Interim Chief, Mass Transportation, introduced STSP as a key component, in conjunction with the Department of Transportation Planning and Regional Blue Print efforts, in reaching transit objectives.  
Jila Priebe, Mass Transportation, gave a PowerPoint presentation on the Statewide Transit Strategic Plan Project (PowerPoint attached).  Jila added that comments are being collected for the Public Transit in California Existing Conditions Report, which is currently in draft format, and will soon be made available for the group’s review.   
5. DD-64-R1 Complete Streets Implementation Plan 
Chris Ratekin, Project Manager, provided a one page fact sheet regarding the background and progress of the Complete Streets Implementation Action Plan (attached).  A schedule has been established for technical groups and steering committees for the new fiscal year.  A technical advisory meeting was held on August 4 and a steering committee meeting will be held on August 26.  After all work plans have been gathered from the districts and lead units, progress will be monitored on a quarterly basis.  An annual progress assessment will be produced by the steering committee at the end of the month.  The assessment will reflect progress from last spring thru June 2010.  More information on the Complete Streets Implementation Action Plan can be found at http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/tpp/offices/ocp/complete_streets.html. 
· Highway Design Manual Revision 
Kevin Herritt, Design, reported that efforts are being made to integrate elements from the Smart Mobility documentation into the Highway Design Manual.  A draft of the revisions will be available on October 11, 2010 for committee members to review and provide feedback over a six week period.  
· Project Development Procedures Manual (PDPM) Revision  
Kevin Herritt, Design, reported that there are three areas of the PDPM that are being revised (1) Project Planning Scoping checklist, (2) Chapter 8 – Overview of Project Development Process has been updated, completed, and is available online (http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/oppd/pdpm/chap_pdf/chapt08.pdf), and (3) Chapter 5 – Transportation Planning.  The draft document for Chapter 5 revisions will be available for the committee to review and comment on over a three week period.
Ann Geraghty, WALK Sacramento, recommended conducting a webinar in order to collect everyone’s comments.
· System Planning Guidelines

Bruce De Terra, Transportation Planning, announced that the process of updating the System Planning Guidelines, a document that informs Districts how to begin planning state highway route improvements, has been initiated.  This central document will provide flexibility so that local Districts can respond to local conditions and also respond to the needs of individual communities.  The objective is to produce guidelines that are readable and accessible to the general public.  Target completion date is June 30, 2011.     

· PID Planning Scoping Checklist
Scott Sauer, Mass Transportation, reported that he is working with Headquarters functional units to update and simplify the Planning Scoping Checklist and make it more robust.  The document was then sent to the Districts for review and feedback.  A draft was also provided to ATLC members at the May 20, 2010 ATLC meeting.  The comments from both the Districts and ATLC members were incorporated into the document.  The checklist will be handed over to the Office of Projects Plan Coordination who will be working with Design to finalize changes.
· Main Streets Guide Revision
Lara Justine, Landscape Architecture, Design, provided a one page fact sheet regarding the update to the 2005 edition of Main Streets: Flexibility in Design and Operations (attached).  The update will incorporate concepts of livability and sustainability.  The update is receiving high level support from three sponsors: Planning, Design, Maintenance and Operations.  A meeting was held with a Headquarters kick-off team to begin development of the outline.  ATLC members will have an opportunity to review the draft in mid-September.  In addition, the Main Streets Guide will be circulated for comment at the 30%, 60%, and 90% milestones with completion scheduled for late 2011.  
6. ADA Lawsuit Settlement Update 
Darold Heikens, Traffic Operations, provided a brief overview of the ADA lawsuit settlement terms and asked for feedback from Committee members regarding how ADA compliance can be satisfied from their perspective.
Wendy Alfsen, California Walks, emphasized the importance of integrating the ADA and Complete Streets implementation plans, which will assist local jurisdictions in improving their design standards.   
Chris Morfas, Sacramento Metro Air Quality Management District, stated that efficiencies can be created by adding additional SHOPP funds to implement Complete Streets during the ADA compliance evaluation. 
Anne Geraghty, WALK Sacramento, commented that the Complete Streets Steering Committee should look at Caltrans’ operations in addressing Complete Streets to improve intersections.  This will result in efficiencies without the need for additional funding.
Darold concluded the discussion by stating that a consulting firm is being used to evaluate State highway routes for ADA compliance issues.  Five districts have been inventoried thus far and the second phase of the contract has begun; starting in the Bay area moving south.  

7. Bicycle Transportation Account (BTA) Update 
Ann Mahaney, Local Assistance, presented a PowerPoint that provided information on the Division of Local Assistance Program, the BTA, BTA Eligibility Requirements and Project Selection Criteria, and the current status of the BTA (PowerPoint attached).  More information about the BTA can be found at http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/LocalPrograms/bta/btawebPage.htm.
8. Safe Routes to School Program Update 

Dawn Foster, Local Assistance, provided a brief update regarding the Governor’s Directive on the Low Income Study.  The Study is currently at the Governor’s office for review.  Once approval for public release is received, the document will be made available on the Safe Routes to School (SR2S) website (http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/LocalPrograms/saferoutes/sr2s.htm).  Dawn reported that 1,012 SR2S projects totaling more than $300 million have been awarded since the 2009-10 fiscal year.  The Technical Assistance Resource Center (TARC) has been established to provide technical assistance to communities that have either not been able to start up a SR2S program or fully implement a SR2S project.  Four SR2S coordinators were assigned regionally to the State.  In the coming months, TARC will send out a survey to communities and Districts to determine where there is a need for assistance.  In addition, efforts will be made to improve the SR2S website, including adding a toolkit.  
Lisa Cirill, California Department of Public Health Services, added that they are ensuring that strategies and resources are in place for communities that were not successful in receiving a grant or were not ready for the grant.  Media pieces are being put together for communities to use. 
9. Pedestrian Data Workshop
Anne Geraghty, Sacramento Walks, announced that the next Pedestrian Data Workshop is scheduled for October 4 and 5, 2010 in Berkeley.  The agenda will be sent to ATLC committee members.  
10. Transportation Planning Grant Update 

Tom Neumann, Transportation Planning, reported that the award announcements for the Transportation Planning Grants went out on August 16, 2010.  There was a combined 177 applications received for the Community Based and Environmental Justice programs.  The funding of 37 projects is pending budget approval.
11. Open Discussion, including External Member Reports
Justin Fanslau, Advo Cycle, asked whether or not Caltrans put a list together for the $2.2 billion rescission that Congress passed.  

Denix Anbiah, Local Assistance, responded that the cuts to Local Assistance is estimated at $70 million, affecting the Congestion Mitigation Air Quality and Bridge programs. 
Lisa Cirill, California Department of Public Health Services, mentioned that the California Health Information Survey, which includes questions for adults, adolescence, and children regarding active transportation, will be distributed on a quarterly basis.  The survey needs to include sedentary information, specifically minutes spent in sedentary activity.  Lisa asked the group if they knew of any existing surveys that would be appropriate to survey this type of information.
Leonard Seitz, Transportation Systems Information, will provide the National Household Travel Survey Fact Sheet to the group and offered himself as a resource.
12.  Closing Remarks 
Martin Tuttle thanked everyone for their participation at the meeting and reminded everyone of the next meeting on November 18.

Handouts and Attachments:

Item 3:  Strategic Highway Safety Plan Fact Sheet and Implementation Status Report

Item 4:  Statewide Transit Strategic Plan Project (PowerPoint)

Item 5:  Complete Streets Implementation Action Plan Fact Sheet

Item 5:  Main Streets: Flexibility in Design and Operations Fact Sheet
Item 7:  Bicycle Transportation Account (BTA) Update (PowerPoint)
_____________________________________________________________________________

Remaining 2010 Meeting Schedule – November 18






   1:00 to 3:30 PM, Caltrans Headquarters’ Room 2116
Caltrans Contacts

Tom Neumann – 916-651-6882   Leslie Mazzeo – 916-653-3726
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