Active Transportation and Livable Communities (ATLC)

Advisory Group Meeting

Thursday, May 20, 2010 – 1:30 PM – 3:30 PM

California Department of Transportation, Headquarters

1120 N Street, Sacramento, CA -- Director’s Board Room 2116 

Meeting Summary Notes

1. Welcome and Introductions
Tom Neumann, Department of Transportation (Department) Division of Transportation Planning, opened the May 20, 2010 meeting and requested introductions from the members present and on the telephone.

	ATTENDANCE

	External Agencies

Wendy Alfsen, California Walks
Melinda Benson, Department of Housing and Community Development
Ivan Carrillo, for Assemblyman V. Manuel Perez

Andrew Casteel, Bay Area Bicycle Coalition

Lisa Cirill, California Department of Public Health Services
Scott Clark, Local Government Commission

Laura Cohen, Rails-to-Trails Conservancy – Western Region
Jacquolyn Duerr, California Department of Public Health Services
Nicole Hara, Center for Civic Partnership (via Telephone)
Chris Morfas, Sacramento Metro Air Quality Management District

Bob Planthold, California Pedestrian Advisory Committee
Terry Preston, WALK Sacramento

Jeffery Rosenhall, California Department of Public Health Services

	Caltrans
Tom Neumann, Transportation Planning-Community Planning

Sharon Scherzinger, Interim Division Chief, Transportation Planning

Anne Mahaney, Local Assistance

Ted Davini, Local Assistance

Chris Ratekin, Transportation Planning-Management Liaison

Mary Lea Filbert, Transportation Planning-Community Planning

Leslie Mazzeo, Transportation Planning-Community Planning

Carolyn Dudley, Design, Landscape Architecture

Lara Justine, Design, Landscape Architecture

Keith Robinson, Design, Landscape Architecture

Ted-Link Oberstar, Legislative Affairs
Steve Takigawa, Division Chief, Maintenance

Collette Armao, Aeronautics

Richard Haggstrom, Traffic Operations

Matt Friedman, Traffic Operations

MaryBeth Herritt, Design

Jane Perez, Interim Division Chief, Mass Transportation

Scott Sauer, Mass Transportation

Walter Menda, Traffic Operations-ADA Infrastructure

Cheryl Willis, Deputy District Director, Planning and Local Assistance, District 1 (via Telephone)
Terri Bridges, Planning, District 3 (via Telephone)
Jean Finney, Office Chief, Transit and Community Planning, District 4 (via Telephone)
Adam Fukushima, District 5 (via Telephone)

Bill Mosby, Deputy District Director, Planning, District 8 (via Telephone)
Miya Edmonson, District 9 (via Telephone)
Seth Cutter, District 11 (via Telephone)


2. Opening Comments

Sharon Scherzinger, Interim Division Chief of Planning, welcomed attendees and highlighted the Smart Mobility Framework and Complete Streets agenda items.
3.  Healthy Transportation Network (HTN) -- Caltrans Bicycle and Pedestrian Training Assessment 
Laura Cohen, Rails-to-Trails Conservancy, presented a PowerPoint presentation on the HTN study of Caltrans’ Training Approach on Bicycle and Pedestrian Issues.  Jeffery Rosenhall presented the results on the email survey study.  Keith Robinson provided a handout on the Non-motorized Training provided through the Design Division. (PowerPoint and handouts attached.)
4. Smart Mobility Framework – Next Steps 
Chris Ratekin, Project Manager, provided an update on the Smart Mobility Framework (SMF) project.  A one page handout summarizing what the Smart Mobility Framework is and what it’s attempting to accomplish was provided.  The document, Smart Mobility 2010:  A Call to Action for the New Decade was released in March 2010.  It is a planning guide that will further integration of smart growth concepts into transportation in California.  This is a planning framework that will help guide and assess how well plans, programs, and projects meet a definition of "smart mobility".  The goal was to ensure applicability of the framework for the Department as well as for partner agencies.  The Department will need to set clear priorities and will look to partners to help implement.  This document calls for participation and partnership by agencies at all levels of government, as well as private sector and community involvement.  (Handouts attached.) 
5. Safe Routes to School Policy/Legislative Issues -- Chione Flegal, PolicyLink, and Ivan Carrillo, staff for Assembly Member Victor Manuel Perez
Chione Flegal, PolicyLink, reported on efforts to reach agreement between the federal and state process for Safe Routes to School (SR2S). Analysis was conducted on SR2S last year to explore how to better target infrastructure dollars to under-represented populations and unincorporated areas.  The research focused largely on rural and unincorporated areas but was also open to urban communities.  The results concluded that under-resourced, low -income communities had a great interest and need for SR2S money but lacked political capacity to move an application forward. Assembly Bill 2147 was produced to encourage applicant participation.   Ivan Carrillo, Office of Assembly Member Perez, passed out Assembly Bill 2147 and discussed the changes made to the bill (attached).   
6. Safe Routes to School Update and Governor Schwarzenegger’s requested Technical Assistance Resource Center (TARC) Study 
Ted Davini, Local Assistance, reported that on April 15, 2010, Caltrans announced a call for SR2S projects.  The applications are due on Thursday, July 15, 2010. 
Lisa Cirill, Department of Public Health (DPH), reported on the non-infrastructure portion of SR2S.  The California Department of Public Health reviewed infrastructure grants to make sure that programs are working and look at any gaps.  A scan was performed to see how other organizations deal with low income grants and determine level of participation.  In addition, the previous three years of federal and state funded grants were reviewed to determine the number of low-income grant applicants.  Further research and analysis will be conducted on non-successful grant applicants from the previous year’s grant cycle.  DPH is currently working to determine the criteria for defining “low-income” and will have that information available soon.  Safe Track database is also being used to determine where traffic incidents occur around schools throughout the State. 
7. DD-64-R1 Complete Streets Implementation Plan 
Chris Ratekin, Project Manager, reported that the Complete Streets Implementation Plan was adopted in March and an article was placed in the March 2010 newsletter.  A handout was provided on Complete Streets—Integrating the Transportation System (attached).  She is currently working on creating a schedule for quarterly meetings.  Webinars, academies, and formal training will be a priority in the coming months after first priority actions are addressed.  More information on the Complete Streets Implementation Action Plan can be found at http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/tpp/offices/ocp/complete_streets.html.  
Action Item:

· Make support letters available to ATLC Committee members.
· Highway Design Manual Revision 
Mary Beth Herritt, Design, provided an update on the revisions made to the Highway Design Manual.  There were five revisions made to the manual that became effective in November 2009.  The draft copy is on track for late summer 2010 and will be ready by the end of the year.  There will be six weeks to review the draft once it is released.  
· Project Development Procedures Manual (PDPM) Revision  
Mary Beth Herritt, Design, reported that the changes to Chapter 8 of the PDPM have been compiled and her team is on track with updating the PDPM to show the policy statement by the end of the year.  The planning scoping checklist, a tool in bridging cross-functional issues, will go to PIDs.  

Scott Sauer, Mass Transportation, provided an overview of the update to the Planning Scoping Checklist.
· Main Streets Guide Revision

Keith Robinson, Principal Landscape Architect, Design, will be working with staff member Lara Justine, to update the current Main Streets Guide.  The updated guide will build on the 2005 version by expanding its focus to cover three related subject areas:  Livability, Sustainability, and Complete Streets concepts. 

Lara added that the update of Main Streets Guide will be a collaborative effort between many divisions within Caltrans and with our external partners, with a target audience comprised of both the aforementioned entities. A one page handout (attached) that describes the goals of the update to the Main Streets Guide as well as a first draft of the guide outline was provided.  The Main Streets Guide will be circulated for comment at the 30%, 60%, and 90% milestones.  
8. National Physical Activity Plan and Safe Routes to School Technical Assistance Resource Center
Lisa Cirill, Department of Public Health, provided an overview on the National Physical Activity Plan that was launched on May 3, 2010 in Washington, D.C.  She briefly reviewed the Plan and the eight societal sectors and provided a handout (attached).
9. ADA Lawsuit Settlement Update
Walter Menda, Traffic Operations, provided an update on the ADA lawsuit settlement as well as a one page overview of the lawsuit and the terms of the settlement (handout attached).  The Federal Judge approved the settlement on April 27, 2010.  Caltrans has instituted an Access Complaint Process and the ADA Infrastructure Program has been established to ensure Caltrans is ADA compliant in the future.
10. Proposed Pedestrian Data Workshop
Richard Haggstrom, Traffic Operations, will be speaking on the subject at the next ATLC meeting.
11. Open Discussion
Chris Morfas, Sacramento Metro Air Quality Management District, reported on the Bike to Work Day celebrations.  May is Bike to Work month and 100 different employers are participating.  At least 1 million bicycle miles are expected to be reached by the end of this year.

12. Closing Remarks – Sharon Scherzinger

Tom Neumann thanked everyone for attending the meeting and reminded everyone of the next meeting on August 19, 2010.
Remaining 2010 Meeting Schedule – August 19, November 18






   1:00 to 3:30 PM, Caltrans Headquarters’ Room 2116
Caltrans Contacts

Tom Neumann – 916-651-6882   Leslie Mazzeo – 916-653-3726
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