Active Transportation and Livable Communities (ATLC)
Advisory Group Meeting
Thursday, November 18, 2010 – 1:00 PM – 3:30 PM 
California Department of Transportation, Headquarters
1120 N Street, Sacramento, CA -- Director’s Board Room 2116


Meeting Summary Notes

1. Welcome and Introductions

Tom Neumann, Department of Transportation (Department) Division of Transportation Planning, opened the November 18, 2010 meeting and requested introductions from the members present and on the telephone.
	ATTENDANCE

	External Agencies
Wendy Alfsen, California Walks
Barb Alberson, California Department of Public Health Services
Andrew Casteel, Bay Area Bicycle Coalition and California Bicycle Coalition
Laura Cohen, Rails-to-Trails Conservancy – Western Region
Jacquolyn Duerr, California Department of Public Health 
Anne Geraghty, WALKSacramento
Sabrina Means, CA Transit Association
Chris Morfas, Sacramento Metro Air Quality Management District
Bob Planthold, California Pedestrian Advisory Committee
Terry Preston, WALKSacramento
Jeffery Rosenhall, California Department of Public Health 
Darrow Vanderburgh-Wertz, Rails-to-Trails Conservancy
Mitch Weiss, California Transportation Commission

	
Caltrans
Tom Neumann, Transportation Planning- Chief, Community Planning
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Sharon Scherzinger, Interim Division Chief, Transportation Planning
Steve Takigawa, Deputy Director, Maintenance and Operations
Nathan Smith, Interim Division Chief, Mass Transportation
Bruce De Terra, Transportation Planning, Chief, System & Freight Planning
Bob Pieplow, Division Chief, Engineering Services 
Kevin Pokrajac Office Chief, Local Assistance
Chris Ratekin, Transportation Planning-Community Planning
Eric Fredericks, Transportation Planning-Community Planning
Leslie Mazzeo, Transportation Planning-Community Planning
Ed Philpot, Transportation Planning-Community Planning
Marlon Flournoy, Transportation Planning, Chief, Projects/Plan Coordination
Scott Sauer, Mass Transportation
Carolyn Dudley, Design, Landscape Architecture
Richard Haggstrom, Traffic Operations
Darold Heikens, ADA Program
Joan Sollenberger, Traffic Operations
Kevin Herritt, Design
MaryBeth Herritt, Design
Gabriel Corley, Transportation Planning - State Planning
Jesse Bhullar, Traffic Operations
Jila Priebe, Mass Transportation
Ken De Crescenzo, Federal Relations Representative
Sarah Chesebro, Transportation Systems Information
Aileen Loe, District 5 (via Telephone)
David Sosa, District 7 (via Telephone)
Dan Kopulsky, District 8 (via Telephone)
Jose Marquez, District 11 (via Telephone)
Bill Figge, District 11 (via Telephone)
Chris Schmidt, District 11 (via Telephone)
Seth Cutter, District 11 (via Telephone) 



2. Opening Comments

Sharon Scherzinger, Interim Division Chief of Planning, opened the meeting with a discussion of the opportunities and challenges facing the Department as a result of the budget crisis and the elections.      

3.  Strategic Highway Safety Plan (SHSP) Update 

Jesse Bhullar, Traffic Operations, provided a one page fact sheet, Implementation Status Report of SHSP Actions by Agency (attached).  Under the direction of the SHSP Executive Leadership, and the 13-member Steering Committee, Challenge Area Teams have analyzed data and identified and prioritized 153 actions, of which 108 have been completed.  Jesse thanked Anne Geraghty and Richard Haggstrom for their efforts in the successful approval of the action for Challenge Area 8: Make Walking and Street Crossing Safer.  The SHSP Action Approval Form for the Action was distributed (handout attached).  The SHSP Committee will be meeting on December 9, 2010 to review five to seven additional new measures.  More information about the SHSP can be found at http://www.dot.ca.gov/SHSP. 

4. Transportation Enhancement Program

Laura Cohen, Rails-to-Trails Conservancy, opened the discussion with concerns regarding the disproportionate share of TE money returned to the Feds as part of the last rescission. California was one of the worst offenders with a return of 43% of TE money.  Why was that decision made?  What are the issues that led to that decision?     

Mitch Weiss, California Transportation Commission, explained that when Federal funding is received, a certain amount of funds are apportioned.  Later, obligational authority is granted, which is the authority to spend the apportionment.  The apportionment and the obligational authority are never equal, so a portion of those funds will always be rescinded.  One issue is that although TE projects are a small portion of the Program, it makes up a large amount of the lapses and extensions that occur each year.  As a result, a portion of the TE funds are unused.  The Program is looking for ways to mitigate this issue by front-loading.             

5. DD-64-R1 Complete Streets Implementation Plan 

Chris Ratekin, Project Manager, briefly emphasized some of the high priority items for the Department; State Highway Operation and Protection Program (SHOPP) and Project Initiation Document (PID) efforts, the Highway Design Manual, and the Project Development Procedures Manual (PDPM).  The Department is moving forward on all of these fronts simultaneously. 




· Highway Design Manual Revision 

Kevin Herritt, Design, reported that the release of the draft is a few weeks behind schedule.  The Department may release the draft for review before the holidays and extend the review period an additional two weeks or release the draft after the holidays for a six week review period.  There will be an e-mail sent to all interested parties informing when the draft is available to be downloaded and reviewed.  

Richard Haggstrom, Traffic Operations, mentioned that the California Traffic Control Devices Committee (CTCDC) has conducted several workshops to come up with proposed language for the California version of the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) and is now available for comment.  The draft language for the MUTCD - Part 4 is located at http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/traffops/signtech/mutcdsupp/ca_mutcd2011_draftrevisions.htm.  There will be a two-day workshop held in Vacaville on February 2 and 3, 2011 that will allow the public an opportunity to comment on the proposed language.  Discussion ensued regarding the CTCDC composition having two AAA automobile advocacy representatives but no bicycle or pedestrian representatives.  

· Main Streets Guide Revision

Carolyn Dudley, Landscape Architecture, Design, reported that the Main Streets Guide outline was developed and distributed by Lara Justine to all ATLC members for review and comment.  Topics in the outline were delegated to experts in the Department for further development as well as the content of each chapter.  There may be another opportunity for ATLC members to review and comment on the Guide in February 2011.  Completion is scheduled for December 2011.  Carolyn emphasized that the Guide is a reference document that highlights opportunities to incorporate main streets during the planning and project delivery processes. 

· System Planning Guidelines

Bruce De Terra, Transportation Planning, reported that a website, which links all system planning documents from every district into one central location, has been developed.  Currently, the Department is reviewing data from all districts to determine the quality and commonality of information that is being made available to the public.  The objective is to provide consistent guidance on how plans are developed and to produce a common set of performance measures across all plans.  

· Project Development Procedures Manual Revision

Mary Beth Herritt, Design, provided a brief update on the three areas of the PDPM that were being revised to incorporate Complete Streets policy: (1) Chapter 8 – Overview of Project Development Process has been updated and is available online (http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/oppd/pdpm/chap_pdf/chapt08.pdf), (2) the Planning Scoping Checklist is currently being reviewed by Marlon Flournoy, Transportation Planning, and will be available shortly thereafter for final review, and (3) final comments on Chapter 5 – Transportation Planning are being incorporated into the document.  The document will be available for review in December 2010.  



Future Agenda Item:
· Wendy Alfsen, California Walks, submitted comments regarding incorporating the new language of the Complete Streets DD-64-1 into the PDPM and requested that they be considered.  It was agreed that a separate meeting will take place to discuss the issue and the results of that meeting will be shared with the group at the next ATLC meeting being held February 17, 2011. 

6. ADA Lawsuit Settlement Update 

Darold Heikens, ADA Program, provided an update on the Department’s compliance of the terms of the ADA settlement.  Currently, there are approximately $13 million in ADA projects in the SHOPP and the Minor A Program.  This figure falls short of the ADA compliance requirement for the first fiscal year, so the under-spent annual commitment will roll over onto the next fiscal year. The Department is completing the self-assessment of the Caltrans infrastructure, which involves an evaluation of the Department’s policies and practices regarding ADA.  The results of the evaluation will be provided at a TAC and Advisory Committee meeting once held.  The self-assessment has been completed for Districts 1, 2, 3, 4, 11, and 12.  Projects will be prioritized by (1) safety and (2) grievance issues.  

7. Bicycle & Pedestrian Transportation Training for Caltrans Staff - final report presentation by the Healthy Transportation Network

Jeffery Rosenhall, Department of Public Health, and Laura Cohen, Rails-to-Trails Conservancy, presented the PowerPoint Healthy Transportation Network (HTN) Report: Bicycle and Pedestrian Transportation Training for Caltrans Staff (PowerPoint attached).  The Caltrans Staff Bike/Pedestrian Training Assessment Survey and Training Matrix (Appendices A & C) were provided at the meeting (handout attached).  The purpose of the survey is to better understand how Caltrans provides bicycle and pedestrian technical training to its staff, to support and assist Caltrans in providing mobility to bicyclists and pedestrians, and to encourage more people to bike and walk more safely.  The draft HTN report Bicycle and Pedestrian Transportation Training for Caltrans Staff was distributed to ATLC members via e-mail (draft report attached).
 
8. Project Initiation Document Strategic Plan
 
Sharon Scherzinger, Interim Chief, Division of Transportation Planning, provided a brief overview of PIDs and the status of the PID Program.  PID defines the scope, cost, and schedule of a project before it can receive funding from the California Transportation Commission.  Within the past two years, the PID Program received a 45% cut.  As a result, the Program’s focus in the development of PIDs is on the SHOPP verses the State Transportation Improvement Program Projects.

Marlon Flournoy, Transportation Planning, reported that PID Program staff are making efforts to streamline the PID process and incorporate components such as DD-64-R1 - Complete Streets elements, the Governor’s Executive Order addressing sea level rise, and other elements that address non-motorized transportation, transit, and Intelligent Transportation Systems.  The Program is also working on providing Districts with the proper guidance in completing the PID process and will be coordinating with the Office of Community Planning and the Division of Design to develop a roll-out schedule for the PID Guidance.  A committee comprised of all stakeholders will be formed to develop recommendations on how the PID process can be streamlined and improved.  

Future Agenda Item:
· Steve Takigawa, Deputy Director Maintenance and Operations, volunteered to discuss the SHOPP Program at the next ATLC meeting on February 17, 2011.

Due to time constraint, the following Agenda items will be discussed at the next ATLC meeting: 

9. 2008 NHTS Statewide Household Travel Survey – Update on Data Analyses

10. SR2S Guidelines & Reconvening Advisory Committee 

Barb Alberson, California Department of Public Health Services, mentioned that an Advisory Committee meeting will be held at Department of Transportation, Headquarters on 
December 13, 2010 at 10:00 a.m.  An e-mail announcement will be sent to ATLC members.

11. Statewide Transit Strategic Plan – Workshops

12. Closing Remarks 

The meeting closed with a big thank you and round of applause on the announcements of the upcoming retirement for Tom Neumann, Transportation Planning-Community Planning, Anne Geraghty, WALKSacramento, and Richard Haggstrom, Traffic Operations and for all of their fine contributions and services over the years. 

Handouts and Attachments:
Item 3a:  Implementation Status Report of SHSP Actions by Agency
Item 3b:  SHSP Action Approval Form - Challenge Area 8: Make Walking and Street Crossing     Safer 
  Item 7:  Healthy Transportation Network (HTN) Report: Bicycle and Pedestrian Transportation        Training for Caltrans Staff (PowerPoint)
Item 7a:  Caltrans Staff Bike/Pedestrian Training Assessment Survey and Training Matrix 
	(Appendices A & C)
Item 7b:  Bicycle and Pedestrian Transportation Training for Caltrans Staff (draft report) 
_____________________________________________________________________________

Remaining 2011 Meeting Schedule – February 17, May 19, August 18, November 17
					   1:00 to 3:30 PM, Caltrans Headquarters’ Room 2116
Caltrans Contacts

Chris Ratekin – 916-653-4615   Leslie Mazzeo – 916-653-3726
DOTP/OCP/ATLC/NOTES 11/18/2010		

