Active Transportation and Livable Communities (ATLC)

Advisory Group Meeting

Thursday, February 19, 2009 -- 1:00 – 3:30 PM

California Department of Transportation, Headquarters

Director’s Board Room 2116 - 1120 N Street, Sacramento, CA

Meeting Summary DRAFT NOTES
1. Welcome and Introductions – Tom Neumann

Tom Neumann, Caltrans Transportation Planning, opened the meeting and requested introductions from the members present and those on the phone.

	ATTENDANCE

	External Agencies Present

	Gregg Albright, Business Transportation & Housing Agency

	Wendy Alfsen, California Walks

	Bob Planthold, California Pedestrian Advisory Committee

	Jacquolyn Duerr, Department of Public Health 

	Laura Cohen, Rails-to-Trails Conservancy – Western Region (via telephone)

	Paul Zykofsky, Local Government Commission

	Anne Geraghty, WALK Sacramento

	Chris Morfas, Sacramento Metro Air Quality Management District

	Bill Pfanner, California Energy Commission

	Nicole Hara, Center for Civic Partnership

	Laura Cohen, Rails-to-Trails Conservancy-Western Region (via telephone)

	Caltrans

	Kome Ajise, Acting Deputy Director, Planning and Modal Programs

	Joan Sollenberger, Division Chief, Transportation Planning

	Tom Neumann, Transportation Planning

	Nathan Smith, Transportation Planning

	Chris Ratekin, Transportation Planning

	Ken De Crescenzo, Federal Relations Representative

	Kevin Herritt, Design – Office of Geometric Design Standards

	Scott Sauer, Mass Transportation

	Jesse Bhullar, Traffic Operations

	Carolyn Dudley, Design

	Eric Fredericks, Community Planning

	Tim Huckabay, Local Assistance, District 2 (via telephone)

	Gregg King, Local Assistance

	Vahid Nowshiravan, Policy & Research

	David Sosa, Regional Planning – District 7 (via telephone)

	Linda Taira, Corridor & Special Studies – District 7 (via telephone)

	Beth Thomas, Community Planning – District 4

	Julia Vojtech, Policy & Research

	Rich Williams, Programming

	Lily Wong, Traffic Operations

	Scott ______________, ______________- District 11 (via telephone)

	Terri Bridges, Transportation Planning


2. Opening Comments
Joan Sollenberger, Division Chief, Transportation Planning, provided the following report for Kome Ajise Acting Deputy Director, Planning and Modal Programs.  Kome had meeting conflicts arrived later to the meeting.

Joan stated that Director Will Kempton hopes by the recent budget passing it will avert stopping several projects.  Joan could not comment further until the details are worked out, but noted that the gas tax increase was taken out.  California desperately needs to improve their credit rating before we will be able to get the bond money to work.

The Strategic Growth Council met for the first time on February 17.  Joan was very pleased with the unanimous support by the Cabinet Secretary and thanked Gregg Albright, Business Transportation & Housing Agency (BTH) for their partnership.  Joan will continue to staff these meetings while Gregg is working at BTH.  Joan reminded everyone of the importance to balance the 3Es (economy, equity, and environment).

A working café was held at the Regional Blueprint Summit meeting on February 10.  Many comments were received for its positive value.  The main topic was linking regional blueprint planning (RBP) with SB 375.  RBP is more comprehensive than SB 375.  Joan said we will continue to push this hard.  The RBP group closed with a panel, which was moderated by Steve Sanders.  Shaping smart and livable communities are more important now than ever.

3. Mr. Albright’s Work at Business, Housing and Transportation Agency
Gregg Albright provided the group with his new contact information.

Gregg Albright

Deputy Secretary for Environmental Policy & Integration

Business Transportation and Housing Agency (BTH)
980 9th Street, Suite 2450

Sacramento, CA  95814

(916) 324-7502; Fax (916) 323-5440

Gregg.Albright@bth.ca.gov
Gregg is working on policy development issues and leading the greening action.  BTH is actively working with 15 different commissions, the Strategic growth council, the climate action team, and promoting green jobs.  Their biggest concern at the moment is dealing with economic recovery and finding immediate needs for jobs while using a sustainable approach.

Action Item:

· Gregg asked Tom Newman to send him the ATLC e-mail list.
4. Four Strategic Highway Safety Plan (SHSP) Update
Jesse Bhullar, Caltrans Traffic Operations, reported that 5 people per day die on US highways and an average of 11 die per day on all roadways emphasizing that speed kills.  The last day there were zero fatalities was back on September 12, 2000.  Jesse stressed the point that there are more fatalities on the local roadways than on the state highway system.  The traditional way of thinking has been to focus on engineering solutions.

Jesse reviewed the following three handouts:
1. California SHSP and Challenge Area Goals
2. SHSP Fact Sheet - Draft
3. SHSP Action Implementation. 

Jesse also provided the following two documents: “Implementation of the SHSP" and the “California Strategic Highway Safety Plan Version 2."  The link for these documents is: 
http://www SHSP.dot.ca.gov/ /
Jesse reported that regular monthly meetings are held and a report is sent to BTH.  Secretary Dale Bonner is very interested in the bike and pedestrian fatalities.  The focus on partnership is very different than the way business was done in the past.  Jesse commended Bob Planthold and Wendy Alfsen who have provided critical data for Challenge #8 to take it to where we have come today.  The monthly reports are not on the website yet, but they plan to have the web up and running by July 2009.  Wendy Alfsen stated that much of the work done by the ATLC group has now been incorporated into the SHSP and thanked Jesse for leading the charge for Caltrans to make this happen.  

Chris Morfas questioned the “California SHSP and Challenge Area Goals” handout, asking if there is a reduced fatality rate per VMT or is it due to improved better emergency response.  Chris informed that the progressive western progressive countries rate higher in traffic safety than the United States.

Jesse responded that California lags in providing this data.  Current statistics show that the number of collisions has reduced by 8% and there has been a 5% reduction in VMT.  Alaska and Hawaii had a 24% reduction in collisions and their VMTs are down 12%.  Vehicle airbags, front wheel drive, and television education on seat belt usage have all been contributing factors.  Also drunk driving is down and enforcement is up.

There are 16 challenge areas noted on SHSP Fact Sheet Handout.  The left side on pages one and two show the lead agencies.  The focus is on 4 E’s (engineering, enforcement, education, and energy services.)  Joan reminded Jesse to add the 3E’s (economy, equity and environment) for a total of 7E’s.  The goal is to get as many f these challenges implemented as possible, and the next challenge will be to totally revise the Strategic Action Plan with the 2008 and 2009 data.  The SHSP Version 2 focuses only on the high level activities, since each challenge takes time and costs money to correct.  

Jesse has been working closely with many diverse groups and organizations, such as CHP, SCAG, RTPAs, traffic safety, etc.  Approval has been given to go forward with 152 actions.  Each action will be tracked and the progress measured.  Jesse said that BTH has also been very supportive in leading the charge to get these actions implemented, and Caltrans has been requested to play a leadership role.  Only one agency is assigned the lead for each action.  This eliminates any pointing fingers at another agency.

The SHSP Action Implementation handout highlights Challenge #8 as an example.  Anne Geraghty said we need a complete set of data before we can make any progress, noting that the leading factor for children deaths is due to pedestrian accidents.  Anne suggested we use a more environmental approach.

Action Item:

· Handouts provided at the meeting will be sent to all ATLC members. 
· Share web link or report of monitoring when finalized and posted (July)
5.  AB 32 Climate Change – Caltrans’ Response
Joan Sollenberger distributed the “Climate Change at the Department of Transportation” handout and introduced the Climate Change Team, Vahid Nowshiravan, Policy & Research, and Julia Vojtech, Policy & Research.  Julia is focusing on finding the Climate Change baseline and determining what our carbon footprint looks like.  This program, which was previously more focused on mitigation, is now picking up momentum.  The team is working closely with the California Air Resources Board (CARB).  The California Action Team (CAT) is the state agency responsible for addressing AB 32 (The California Global Warming Solution Act of 2006).

The Green Summit meeting will be held ________________________(get date from Nathan). 
The Governor’s Executive Order S-13-08 (http://gov.ca.gov/executive-order/11036/)  requires each state agency that has a role to submit an assessment on sea level rise, temperature and precipitation change to the California Resources Agency, which is taking the lead.  Caltrans will be actively promoting Complete Streets.  Bill Pfanner, Energy Commission, commended Joan for getting everyone to the table and thanked the Caltrans’ staff for their leadership.  Bill noted that Joan Sollenberger’s unprecedented cooperation with different agencies and cabinet members are all aligned.

The link regarding this program is: http://www.dot.ca.gov/climateaction.htm.
6. SB 375 Implementation
Joan Sollenberger provided an update on the SB 375 Implementation.  Scope planning work is currently underway, but more data is needed.  Jesse’s 4 E’s are in Agency Secretary Bonner’s Plan.  Joan said it is important to balance preserving the environment, but not at the expense of the economy.  With targets needing to be set by September 2010, the Strategic Growth Council (SGC) will be carefully watching the progress.  The next SGC meeting is planned for the first week in March and will be broadcast:_________________________ (provide link).  The State departments are working together with the Air Resources Board, Caltrans, as well as other agencies.  Joan said we cannot get to the finish line, if the travel models do not take into account smart growth.  SACOG will be leading the charge using the PECAS travel model.
Joan will continue work on updating the Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) guidelines.  This is where the modeling requirements will need to comply with SB 375.  Work groups will be formed again, with the goal of having a multimodal system.  There no longer is money for huge capacity projects.  More information can be found in SACOGs form based code handbook:  (http://www.sacog.org/projects/form-based-codes.cfm).
7. Division of Mass Transportation Report
Scott Sauer, Policy & Innovation branch at the Division of Mass Transportation, presented this item for Sharon Scherzinger, the new DMT Division Chief, who was out sick.  Scott reviewed DMT’s vision and focus.

Chris Morfas stressed that he wants the LOS to include all users, including bicycle and pedestrians.  Joan is working with the governor’s office of Planning and Research on this issue.
Beth Thomas, Community Planning – District 4, stated the problem is that there are different needs for each mode, so there is no way to come up with one letter grade.  It would have to give something up for auto LOS.  Whatever measure is used has to be consistent with local policy.

Future Agenda Item:
· Bring LOS issue to group at May 21, 2009 meeting (e.g., 2010 Highway Capacity Manual. Chris Morfas update for MM LOS, ITE methods, OPR forum materials, etc. )

8. Updates: 

8a) Highway Design Manual Revision Team
Kevin Herritt, Design – Office of Geometric Design Standards, reported that the language has not yet been drafted for the Highway Design Manual and asked the group how they want to funnel the comments.  Tom Neumann had previously sent the HDM website link and charter to the group.  Kevin plans to set up a meeting with the pedestrian and bike subgroups.  Carolyn Dudley, Design, Scott____________________, and Eric Fredericks, Community Planning and Beth Thomas, District 4 Community Planning, are the team working on this.  The goal is to have a final report to Terry Abbott before June 30, 2009.

Action Item:

· ATLC members to send comments to Kevin and copy Tom Neumann.
· ?Send links to the ITE CSS document and the AASHTO Executive Seminar report that Paul mentioned
Future Agenda Item:
· Kome suggested vetting the agenda a few weeks in advance on the phone with some key ATLC members

· Report on the draft team report at the May 21, 2009 ATLC meeting.
8b) 2035 California Transportation Plan
Nathan Smith, reviewed the “California Transportation Plan 2035 Scope Document.”
Six focus groups are scheduled in April.  Three are in Sacramento and will focus on strategies.  Six policy workshops are scheduled to follow.  The Web portal CTP 2035 (http://www.californiatransportationplan2035.org/Content/10000/AboutthePlan.html) is one of the innovative ways to get the message across.  Other innovative ideas include air blog?? and face book.  The Plan is scheduled to be completed by August 2010 while Governor Schwarzenegger is still in office.  The CTP updates include SAFETEA-LU compliance, more emphasis on complete streets, bicycle and pedestrian groups, as well as linking resource information with planning information.  Nathan invited the ATLC to provide any comments.

Action Item:

· CTP--no action?; they were interested in how bike/ped will be reflected in the update and want to move effort toward developing a facility inventory like PMS; maybe next time we should have someone like David Cordova speak to what the department is doing on ped facilities (he's ADA coordinator).
8c) Deputy Directive-64-R1 and Complete Streets Implementation Plan

Tom Neumann announced that due to running out of time, this item would be carried over to the May 21, 2009 ATLC meeting.
Action Item:

· ??Work with Anne Geraghty to set up a Complete Streets workshop for the May 21, 2009 meeting. 

8d) Smart Mobility Framework
Chris Ratekin, briefly reviewed the following two handouts “Smart Mobility Framework Fact Sheet” and the Smart Mobility Definition and Principles Phase 1 Report.  Chris asked for the group’s input on the Draft handbook, which is due to be completed by April 2009.  Handbook will be in three parts:  Smart Mobility, How to measure, and a checklist that includes examples to be used for local, state and regional level.

A TAC meeting will be scheduled in May, 2009, and a shareholder work shop will be held in June 2009.  This will be a one day free event.

Chris invited the group to call her with any questions or comments at (916-653-4615).
9. Federal Economic Stimulus
Ken De Crescenzo, Federal Relations Representative provided the federal economic stimulus update.  The State of California will receive approximately $2.57 billion for highways, $1.1 billion for transit and $1.5 billion for a national discretionary program to be used for public transportation projects such as intercity rail.  The federal government is looking for large projects.

Of the $2.57 billion the State will receive $771 million, which will be distributed to the regions by population; approximately $77 million will be for Transportation Enhancement (TE) projects and will be divided 30% to regions and 70% to the state.

Ken is currently reviewing the State legislation.  If the State takes all $2.57 billion, he suggested they may do the distribution according to the STP formula, which means 62 1/2% ($1.6 billion) will be suballocated to regions by population and the state would retain 37 ½% ($963 million).
Ken said undoubtedly anything we do will require CTC action.  A total of $963 million will be used to backfill in SHOPP, which will also include some money to some TE projects.
Ken said he hopes with the new budget, we will be allowed to sell bonds to keep the Prop 1B projects going.

Just in case we do not get this legislation, the California Transportation Commission (CTC) took action today to do a STIP amendment to protect against the “Use it or Lose it” stipulation of which 50% would be subject to this.  The clock starts as soon as the USDOT or the FHWA apportions to California, which could occur by March 2, 2009.

Ken plans to take language to legislature and hopes to have the Governor’s signature before the next CTC meeting.

Anne Geraghty, WALK Sacramento, reported that the Complete Streets Coalition is working with SACOG.  The emphasis is on bike lane maintenance, because this can be done at a very low cost.  They are aggressively working to increase the bike/ped markets.
Ken said the whole purpose of the federal stimulus program is to create employment and stimulate the economy.

Action Item:

Ken will forward to Tom the final bill summary and the flowcharts 
Future Agenda Item:
· Ken to provide an updated report at the May 21, 2009 ATLC meeting.

10. Open Discussion – All

11. Next Steps and Closing Remarks
Kome Ajise, Interim Deputy Director for Planning and Modal Programs, apologized for his late arrival.  He was scheduled to attend a CSMP hearing and present an item at the CTC meeting.  Kome said John Wolf did a presentation at the CTC meeting on managing throughput on the system rather than focusing on capacity.

Tom Neumann announced the next meeting is scheduled on May 21, 2009.  The meeting adjourned at 3:45 pm.
2009 ATLC Meeting Schedule – 1:00 to 3:30 pm; 1120 N Street, Room 2116, Sacramento, 
Thursday, May 21; August 20 and November 19.
Caltrans Contacts

Tom Neumann – 916-651-6882

Chris Ratekin – 916-653-4615

Terri Bridges – 916-654-3419
HANDOUTS:

Item 4 – Strategic Highway Safety (SHSP) Plan Fact Sheet
Item 4 – California SHSP and Challenge Area Goals

Item 4 – California SHSP Action Implementation

Item 5 – Climate Change at the Department of Transportation
Item 8a – Team Charter – Review of the California DOT Highway Design Manual

Item 8b – California Transportation Plan 2035
Item 8d – Smart Mobility Framework Fact Sheet
Item 8d – Smart Mobility Definition and Principles

Item 9 -  Comparison of House and Senate Economic Recovery Bills
Note: Handouts for Items 8a and Item 9 were sent to group prior to meeting by Tom Neumann.

DOTP/OCP/ATLC/AGENDA 2/5/09tn 


