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During the design stages of the Santa Monica Viaduct Project, approval was granted by Mr. G.T. McCoy in his letter dated July
20, 1956, and by Mr. J.C. Young in his letter of January 15, 1957, to incorporate a headlight glare shield with the median barrier rail
at two locations on the viaduct: 5700 linear feet of glare shield on type M-16 rail between Hooper Street and the A.T. & S.F.
Railway, and 9000 feet of glare shield between Hoover and Hooper Streets.

A drawing STUDY 4-5.1, TYPE M-16 RAILING, was submitted by the Bridge Department to the Materials and Research
Department on May 9, 1958, with a request (see Exhibit 1, Appendix) that tests of physical properties be performed upon the
several corrugated plastic sheeting types which were being considered for a glare shield.

Those mechanical properties which were considered of most concern were: sheer strength at the supports, beam strength,
fatigue, and brittleness. Such factors were considered significant because in highway installations the material will be subject to
wind loading, aging by sunlight and weather, vibration, and occasional impact.

Information was also desired on color fastness, light transmission, light reflectance, sun glare, and the effects of sound or
vibration in relation to the sheeting.
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