
1 

 

Appendices 
 
Appendix A:  Initialisms and Acronyms 
 
AASHTO ..........American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials 

ACRP ................Airport Cooperative Research Program 

AWP ..................Annual Work Program 

Caltrans .............California Department of Transportation 

CFR ...................Code of Federal Regulations 

CMAS ...............California Multiple Award Schedules 

DOT ..................Department of Transportation 

DRISI ................Division of Research, Innovation, and System Information 

FHWA ...............Federal Highway Administration 

FTA ...................Federal Transit Administration 

HMCRP.............Hazardous Materials Cooperative Research Program 

MAP-21.............Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century Act 

NCHRP .............National Cooperative Highway Research Program 

NCRRP .............National Cooperative Rail Research Program 

PI .......................Preliminary Investigation 

PM .....................Project Manager 

PSC ...................Program Steering Committee 

R&T ..................Research and Technology 

RDAC ...............Research and Deployment Advisory Committee 

RPMD ...............Research Project Management Database 

SHA...................State Highway Account 

SP&R ................State Planning and Research 

TAP ...................Technical Advisory Panel 



2 

 

Appendix A:  Initialisms and Acronyms, page 2 
 
TCRP.................Transit Cooperative Research Program 

TM.....................Task Manager 

TPF ....................Transportation Pooled Fund 

TRB ...................Transportation Research Board 

US .....................United States 

USC ...................United States Code 

US DOT ............United States Department of Transportation 

UTC...................University Transportation Center 
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Appendix B:  Definitions 
 

Customer: The customer typically a Caltrans Division or District, engages in the project 
throughout the research process. Customers may be the end-user, a sponsor or a 
champion on behalf of another public entity. (See page 15) 

Deployable 
Product: 

A deployable product is a research solution that can be implemented by Caltrans and 
its partners. (See page 2) 

Implementation: The various activities that are required to put the product of a research project into 
widespread use. Implementation mainstreams a technology or innovation into an 
organization’s standard operating procedure.  
In the context of the DRISI research development process, implementation is the 
adoption of research products within the California transportation system 
infrastructure. (See page 15) 

Implementation 
Plan: 

Implementation Plans are the documents that will be used to guide DRISI research 
towards the implementation of the research products. (See page 15) 

In-house 
Research: 

In-house research differs from contracted research in that the researcher is an 
employee of Caltrans. The in-house researcher often also serves as the PM or TM. 
(See page 10) 

Peer Exchange: (Also known as Peer Review), an information exchange among transportation 
research colleagues through which a host State may find the means to restructure or 
merely fine tune research program processes. (See page 6) 

Performance 
Management: 

Performance management is a tool for diagnosing, solving problems, and maximizing 
opportunities. At DRISI performance management is the ongoing process of 
establishing goals, selecting performance measures, evaluating the results, and 
closing the circle by reviewing and refining performance measures (See page 13) 

Performance 
Measures: 

DRISI measures products outcome, efficiency and stakeholder satisfaction types for 
its performance management. (See page 13) 

Preliminary 
Investigation: 

A Research Preliminary Investigation is a literature review and identification of best 
practices in a specific field and function of the transportation system. (See page 7) 

Program 
Steering 
Committees: 

Program Steering Committees (PSCs) are representatives from various Caltrans 
programs requesting research. PSCs identify program-level research priorities, 
annually approve multi-year research roadmaps, and support implementation of 
research products. (See page 3) 

Project: A research project typically consists of a sequence of tasks that results in deployable 
products are research solutions that can be implemented by Caltrans and its partners. 
(See pages 2 & 7) 
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Appendix B:  Definitions, page 2 
 
Project Panel: The Project Panel is flexible and varies by the size and complexity of the project. At 

a minimum, the Project Panel consists of the research Project Manager and the 
customer representative. The Project Panels purpose is to guide the research project. 
(See page 7) 

Project Plan: A Project Plan is a dynamic tool that guides the PM and the stakeholders of the 
project in execution of the project. This plan explains why the research is being 
conducted, the anticipated outcome of the project, the perceived benefits of the 
project, and identifies what deployable product is anticipated.  
The Project Plan also conveys the current planning decisions made related to cost, 
schedule and scope, together with the constraints facing the project and what 
additional resources the project will require. (See page 8) 

Research Project 
Management 
Database: 

The Research Project Management Database (RPMD) is a database used to store, 
manage, and report on the research program and projects. (See page 9) 

Task: Tasks are the building blocks for a research project. They break up the work needed 
to create the deployable product into logical partitions, and offer an opportunity for 
the PSC to reassess the progress of the project at regular intervals. (See page 7) 

Technical 
Advisory Panels:  

The Technical Advisory Panels (TAP) are composed of technical experts from 
Caltrans divisions, districts, DRISI and external partners. They recommend research 
priorities and research needs to the PSC and identify implementation opportunities. 
(See page 3) 

Technology 
Transfer: 

Technology Transfer is the process by which research knowledge is communicated or 
shared by Caltrans. 
Technology Transfer includes those activities that lead to the adoption of a new 
technique or product and can involve information dissemination, demonstration, and 
training. (See page 16) 
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Appendix C: DRISI Research Project Plan Example 
(Referenced from page 2) 
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Appendix C: DRISI Research Project Plan Example, page 2 
Weblink: http://bit.ly/DRISI_Research_Project_Plan_Example 

 

http://bit.ly/DRISI_Research_Project_Plans
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Appendix C: DRISI Research Project Plan Example, page 3 
Weblink: http://bit.ly/DRISI_Research_Project_Plan_Example 

 
  

http://bit.ly/DRISI_Research_Project_Plans
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Appendix D: DRISI Annual Funding Request Process 
(Referenced from page 7) 
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Appendix E: DRISI Contingency Funding Request Process 
(Referenced from page 7) 
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Appendix F: Website Links 
 

# Document Name Page Section 
C DRISI Research Project Plan Example 

http://bit.ly/DRISI Research Project Plan Example 
2 
8 

 Sub-section 1.1.2 
 Sub-section 3.4.3 

D DRISI Annual Funding Request Process 
http://bit.ly/DRISI Annual Funding Request Process 

7 Sub-section 3.3.1 

E DRISI Contingency Funding Request Process 
 http://bit.ly/DRISI Contingency Funding Request Process 

7 Sub-section 3.3.2 

1 Research Manual                                                                                                   
http://bit.ly/Research_Manual 

v Preface 

2 DRISI  Strategic Research Plan 
http://bit.ly/DRISI_Strategic_Research_Plan 

2 Sub-section 1.1.2 

3 DRISI Research Roadmaps 
http://bit.ly/DRISI Research Roadmaps 

2 Sub-section 1.1.2 

4 SP&R Federal Regulations 
http://bit.ly/e-CFR 

2 Sub-section 1.2.2 

5 California State Research Authority 
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov 

2 Sub-section 1.2.3 

6 Caltrans Executive Board 
http://bit.ly/ExecutiveBoard 

3 Sub-section 2.2 

7 DRISI Research Committee Membership and Functions 
 http://bit.ly/DRISI Research Committees 

3 Sub-section 2.3 

8 DRISI PSC-TAP Matrix 
http://bit.ly/DRISI PSCs-TAPs Matrix  

3 Sub-section 2.3.3 

9 Transportation Pooled Fund Program 
http://www.pooledfund.org 
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 Sub-section 2.7.1 
 Sub-section 4.4.2 

10 National Cooperative Highway Research Program 
http://www.trb.org/NCHRP 

5 Sub-section 2.7.2 

11 Transit Cooperative Research Program 
 http://www.trb.org/TCRP 

5 Sub-section 2.7.3 

12 Airport Cooperative Research Program 
http://www.trb.org/ACRP 

5 Sub-section 2.7.4 

13 Hazardous Materials Cooperative Research Program 
http://www.trb.org/HMCRP 

5 Sub-section 2.7.5 

14 National Cooperative Rail Research Program 
http://www.trb.org/NCRRP 

6 Sub-section 2.7.6 

15 California University Transportation Centers 
http://bit.ly/University_Transportation_Centers  

6 Sub-section 2.7.7 

16 DRISI Preliminary Investigations 
 http://bit.ly/DRISI Preliminary Investigations 

7 Sub-section 3.4.1 

17 DRISI Research Final Report Instructions and Outline  
http://bit.ly/DRISI Final Report Instructions and Outline 

9 Sub-section 4.1.2 

18 DRISI Research Final Reports  
http://bit.ly/DRISI Research Final Reports 

9 Sub-section 4.1.2 

19  DRISI Termination Report Outline 
http://bit.ly/DRISI Termination Report Format 

9 Sub-section 4.1.2 

http://bit.ly/DRISI_Research_Project_Plans
http://bit.ly/DRISI_Annual_Funding_Request_Process
http://bit.ly/DRISI_Contingency_Funding_Request_Process
http://bit.ly/Research_Manual
http://bit.ly/DRISI_Strategic_Research_Plan
http://bit.ly/DRISI_Research_Roadmaps
http://bit.ly/e-CFR
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/
http://bit.ly/ExecutiveBoard
http://bit.ly/DRISI_Research_Committees
http://bit.ly/PSCs-TAPs_Matrix
http://www.pooledfund.org/
http://www.trb.org/NCHRP/NCHRPOverview.aspx
http://www.trb.org/ACRP/ACRPOverview.aspx
http://www.trb.org/ACRP/ACRPOverview.aspx
http://www.trb.org/HMCRP/HMCRPOverview.aspx
http://www.trb.org/NCRRP/NCRRPOverview.aspx
http://bit.ly/University_Transportation_Centers
http://bit.ly/DRISI_PI
http://www.dot.ca.gov/research/research_manual/docs/Final_Report_Instructions_and_Outline.pdf
http://bit.ly/DRISI_Research_Final_Reports
http://bit.ly/DRISI_Termination_Report_Format
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Appendix F:  Website Links, page 2 
   

# Document Name Page Section 
20 DRISI Task Close-out Process and Procedures 

http://bit.ly/DRISI Research Closing Process and Procedures 
10 Sub-section 4.1.2 

21 DRISI In-house Research Criteria 
http://bit.ly/DRISI In-house Research Criteria 

10 Sub-section 4.3.3 

22 DRISI Performance Measures 
http://bit.ly/DRISI Performance Measures 

12 Sub-section 5.2.2 

23 DRISI Quarterly Reporting Guidelines 
 http://bit.ly/DRISI Quarterly Reporting Guidelines 

12 Sub-section 5.3.1 
 

 
  

http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/research/research_closing_procedures/index.htm
http://bit.ly/DRISI_In-house_Research_Criteria
http://bit.ly/DRISI_Performance_Measures
http://bit.ly/DRISI_Quarterly_Reporting_Guidelines
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Division of Research, Innovation   
and System Information 
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