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· Highway construction is one of the most dangerous occupations in the United States: the risk of death is seven times higher for highway workers than for an average worker.
· Nationally, on average, three work zone fatalities occur every day or about one every eight hours. In addition, an average of 160 work zone injuries occur every day - one every nine minutes.

· But workers aren’t the only ones at risk. Roadway construction zones across the country also take the lives of an average of nearly 1,000 Americans each and every year. 

· In California, at least 85% of people who are killed in highway work zones are motorists.

· While work zone safety has become a high profile national issue, helping our country realize less and less fatalities each year, California has made even more strides in safety with it’s Slow for the Cone Zone public awareness campaign launched by Caltrans in 1999.

· So popular has California’s Slow for the Cone Zone campaign become, in 2008 it was selected as the theme for the nationally celebrated, Work Zone Awareness week as well as the 2008 National Workers Memorial event.

· Most recent fatality data from 2008 shows California outpaced the country in declining work zone fatalities since the inception of the Slow for the Cone Zone campaign in 1999 - California’s work zone fatality rate dropped an impressive 17 percent vs. 7 percent for the nation.

· California’s work zone collisions are also at a low point, dropping more than 37 percent since their 1998 peak

· Recent awareness research shows that the Slow for the Cone Zone campaign currently enjoys its highest awareness level ever, at 65 percent among all California drivers. An impressive 86 percent of those say the campaign has influenced their driving behavior in positive ways.

· Younger drivers are also responding to the campaign. In 2008, those who said the campaign had influenced their driving behavior in positive ways grew by 18 percent. 

· Yet, with all of the progress both nationally and in California, lives are still lost each and every year. In 2009, Caltrans lost two workers.  Our heartfelt sympathies go out to the loved ones of Deborah Ross and Donald Lichliter.

· Taxpayer money is also at stake. Caltrans must purchase 120,000 new cones each year to replace cones destroyed in work zones at a cost of $1.87 million annually.
