Summary

In February 2013, Caltrans released to the Legislature a set of independently verified
reports confirming the reliability of the state’s bridge and overpass foundations, and
concluding an exhaustive investigation launched after a former technician was caught

tampering with test data.

First, engineers analyzed more than 23,000 individual data files created since the program
began in 1994, and confirmed there were only 11 unreliable results statewide, none of
which were on the landmark Bay Bridge scheduled to open this Labor Day. Next,
engineers conducted a certified engineering analysis in those cases and confirmed the

structures still met or exceeded the strength required of them.

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) also independently reviewed the study
and concluded that the state’s testing program was reliable despite the isolated actions of
the former Caltrans technician. FHW A said the number of suspect files was

“exceptionally low” and that any further review would yield only “diminishing returns.”

Although this incident involved only tiny parts of massive structures, Caltrans responded
aggressively to assure the public that structures in California are safe. The federal review
of the Caltrans study asserts a “high degree of certainty” that Caltrans has identified the

full scope of the problem.



