	
	



Quick Start Guide
Compost Incorporation in RUSLE2
August 2011
It is possible to model incorporation of compost in RUSLE2.  This is done by modifying the Soil option instead of changing the Management option.  Compare a low organic soil with a high organic soil of identical texture.
1. Low organic matter soils (simulates no compost incorporation)
1. Identify your site soil texture (USDA classification).
1. Within the Soil tab, select the “Disturbed/Mixed Soil by Texture” folder.
1. Open the soil texture folder that matches your site soil texture.
2. This applies to only these textures: clay loam, silty clay loam, sandy clay loam, silt loam, sandy loam, and loam.
2. Textures, such as sand, do not have variable organic matter.
Within the folder, choose the option with the lowest organic matter.  This is either the low organic matter (l OM) or the low to medium organic matter (l-m OM) selection.
Now enter the remaining RUSLE2 inputs for your model run; the R, L, S, and Management factors.
Record the RUSLE2 outputs.
High organic matter soils (simulates compost incorporation)
Change to a higher organic matter option within the same soil texture folder.  This is either the medium to high organic matter (m-h OM) or high organic matter (h OM) selection.
Now confirm the remaining RUSLE2 inputs for your model run; the R, L, S, and Management factors.
Record the RUSLE2 outputs.
Limitations
Increasing the soil organic matter does not quantitatively conform to any specific compost incorporation rate.
Compost blankets are a different Management option than compost incorporation.
	[image: ]
	August 2011
	1



image1.wmf

