
















Design Delegation Agreement APPENDIX A                                                

HDM, DIB and PDPM Delegation Matrices

Revised Version 1  07/03/15

District 4 Delegated 

Approval Authority

D4 Stewardship Quality 

Mangement Plan (SQMP)

HDM Chapter/Topic Description
Conventional 

Highway
Expressway Freeway

Interstate 

Freeway
Approval Authority (1)

Advisory Design Standards
Advisory standards use the word "should" and are 

indicated by Underlining
Yes Yes Yes Yes Office Chief

2013 Delegated Mandatory 

Design Standards

Authority to approve deviations from Mandatory 

Standards delegated to the District Director as 

indicated by Note (2) in Table 82.1A of the HDM

Yes Yes Yes Yes Office Chief, Design

All Mandatory Design 

Standards (Except for 

Chapter 600 and 2013 

Delegated Standards)

Mandatory standards use the word "shall" and    

are printed in Boldface
Yes Yes No No

Deputy District Director, 

Design

DIB 77 Interchange Spacing N/A Yes N N
Deputy District Director, 

Design

DIB 79

2R Project certification Design guidance and 

Standards for Roadway Rehabilitation Projects and 

Certain Other Projects

Yes Yes N N
Deputy District Director, 

Design

DIB 82
Pedestrian Accessibility Guidelines for Highway 

Projects and ADA
Yes Yes Yes (2) Yes (2)

Deputy District Director, 

Design

DIB 83
Caltrans Supplement to FHWA Culvert Repair 

Practices Manual
Yes Yes N N

Deputy District Director, 

Design

PDPM 9

Modifications to existing access points or new 

access points to the Interstate System – Review & 

Approval required.

Yes Yes No No
Deputy District Director, 

Design

PDPM 9-Article 7

Maintenance and traffic signal projects that 

introduce or perpetuate nonstandard conditions - 

Exceptions to Design Standards

Yes Yes No No
Deputy District Director, 

Design or Office Chief, Design

PDPM Chpt. 15, Section 2 

HDM 82.2 (1)

Contract Design Changes (CCOs) - Exceptions to  

Design Standards.
Yes Yes No No

Deputy District Director, 

Design or Office Chief, Design

PDPM 17
Existing Utility Longitudinal Encroachments - 

Exceptions may be granted, but must be approved.
Yes Yes No No

Deputy District Director, 

Design

PDPM 17
Utility Encroachments on Toll Bridges – All 

installations must have approval.
Yes Yes No No

Deputy District Director, 

Design

PDPM 17
Reclaimed Water Systems & Encroachments - All 

installations must have approval
Yes Yes No No

Deputy District Director, 

Design

 PDPM 23
Denominations as Controlled Access Highway – 

Execution authority and exception to policy
N/A Yes Yes (3) Yes (3)

Deputy District Director, 

Design

PDPM 23 Reopen Route Studies – requires written approval. Yes Yes No No
Deputy District Director, 

Design

Baseline Stewardship Agreement Delegation Authority to the Districts

Highway Design Manual (HDM)

Design Information Bulletins( DIB), Design Memorandum and Executive Orders

Project Development Procedures Manual (PDPM)

Note (1) - All Mandatory Design Standards must be within the  Design Deputy District Director's chain of command

          (2) - Part of the delegation implementation plan for ADA standards   

          (3) - Errata change dated July 3, 2015 Page 1
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HDM Chapter/Topic Description
Conventional 

Highway
Expressway Freeway

Interstate 

Freeway
Approval Authority (1)

PDPM 24, 2
Conformance to Adopted Route - All deviations 

from the adopted route must be approved.  
Yes Yes No No

Deputy District Director, 

Design

PDPM 24,  2
Route adoption maps – Approval authority and 

exceptions to policy
Yes Yes Yes (3) Yes (3)

Deputy District Director, 

Design

PDPM 2, 24
Freeway Agreements and CAH – Execution 

authority.
N/A Yes Yes (3) Yes (3)

Deputy District Director, 

Design

PDPM 24
"Project" or "Performance" Agreement – draft 

document requires review and approval.
Yes Yes No No

Deputy District Director, 

Design

PDPM 29
Highway planting policy – Exceptions require 

approvals. 
N/A N/A No No N/A

PDPM 29

Separate landscape & roadway contract 

requirement – Exceptions to policy must be 

approved.

N/A N/A No No N/A

PDPM 29
Landscape Funding - Exceptions to policy must be 

approved.
N/A N/A No No N/A

PDPM 29
Plant establishment periods - Exceptions to policy 

must be approved.
N/A N/A No No N/A

PDPM 29
Landscape Maintenance Costs - Exceptions to this 

policy must be approved
N/A N/A No No N/A

Project Development Procedures Manual (PDPM)

Note (1) - All Mandatory Design Standards must be within the  Design Deputy District Director's chain of command

          (2) - Part of the delegation implementation plan for ADA standards   

          (3) - Errata change dated July 3, 2015 Page 2










