
Class IV Bikeway External Advisory Committee 
Meeting Notes 

September 30, 2015 
 

Caltrans initial proposal for Class IV guidance: 

• Use the FHWA Separated Bike Lane Planning and Design Guide (FHWA Guide) for the 
design criteria 
(https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/bicycle_pedestrian/publications/separated_bi
kelane_pdg) 

• Utilize a Design Information Bulletin (DIB) to provide additional/supplemental 
information for California application 

• DIB lays out the context and nature of the guidance and is the interim method of 
delivering the guidance 

• Guidance will be flexible and dynamic; as best practices are learned, the guidance will 
be updated/revised, not a one-time effort 

• Propose to use “separated bikeway” as the term for Class IV facilities 
• Encourage photos be shared by committee members for inclusion in the guidance to 

demonstrate applications 
• Using design ‘criteria’ throughout guidance, not design ‘standards’ 

 

Committee Comments/Recommendations: 

• Need follow up for education and outreach activities; encourage committee members 
to reach out to their organizations/affiliations 

• Caltrans to follow up with the external committees to share the initial draft guidance, 
don’t rely solely on this committee 

• Develop a supplement to the FHWA Guide (similar to 2003 CA Supplement to the 
MUTCD) to clarify California criteria that differs from the FHWA Guide 

• Balance the use of figures to ensure flexibility and not ‘one size fits all’ use by the reader 
• Provide clarity that Class IV is an option along with the other bikeway types 
• Accessibility criteria needs to ensure compliance (e.g. buffer width adjacent to 

accessible parking in Figure 4.2) 
• Guidance needs to consider/address all modes 
• Consider guidance for work zones, similar to Part 6 of CAMUTCD 
• Clarify distinction of inflexible physical barriers for separated bikeways and clear 

recovery zone application in existing guidance/standards 
• Consider rumble strip application with bikeway separation 
• Clarify application with right turn lanes (i.e. directing bicyclists to left or right of right 

turn lane) 
• Encourage adequate use of signing and pavement marking to clarify use by all modes 
• Ensure transit is adequately addressed in the criteria 
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Action Items 

 By October 7th:  Caltrans, Division of Design, to request agenda topic at next scheduled 
CBAC and ATLC meetings to share guidance and status of effort 
 

 By October 7th:  Caltrans, Division of Design, to coordinate with ADAIP to schedule 
CtAAC meeting to share guidance and status of effort 
 

 By October 7th:  Caltrans, Division of Design, to coordinate with Local Assistance to 
request agenda topic at next Transportation Coop Committee to share guidance and 
status of effort 
 

 By October 15th: Committee members to review the FHWA Guide and provide feedback. 
o Highlight what won’t work in California, this is the fatal flaw check of 

recommendations in the guide you feel should not be considered as design 
criteria for separated bikeways in California 

o The guide has several chapters and appendices so focus review on Chapter 5, 
Menu of Design Recommendations.  However, comments from the other 
chapters are welcome as well 

 
 By October 15th:  Committee members to review the initial draft DIB and provide 

feedback.  As discussed during the meeting, this is meant to be a “supplement” to the 
FHWA Guide for the design criteria. 
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