
 

Foundation Task Group 

Quarterly Meeting 

April 15, 2011 

9:00 – 12:00 

MINUTES 

 

Foundation Task Group Members: 

Bill Farnbach–Caltrans Co-Chair Present 

Dan Chapman – Industry Co-Chair  Present 

Don Vivante – Industry Co-chair Present 

Chuck Suszko – Caltrans Construction Absent 

Peter Vacura – Caltrans Asphalt Absent 

Roy Bibbens – Caltrans METS/GE Absent 

Hector Davila – Caltrans District 8 Absent 

Kevin Luce – John Bylery Present 

Marco Estrada - PRS Present 

Ray Myers Absent 

Paul Burdick Present – by phone 

Deepak Maskey Present – by phone 

  

  

Guests:  

  

 

 

1. Welcome by Bill Farnbach who chaired the meeting. 

 

2. Review of FY 10/11 task group projects (subtask group reports) 

a. Cement Treated Soil 

i. Users guide being prepared by UC Davis is 3 months behind 

schedule.  Critical path to completion of project.  Bill Farnbach to 

discuss with Caltrans contract manager. 

ii. Meeting scheduled April 27 to review specification language. 

 

b. Full Depth Reclamation (Foamed Asphalt) 

i. Meeting every month to work out specification and testing. 

ii. Had long meeting in April which got tense and detailed, often 

between Caltrans staff.  To improve future meetings, Caltrans will 

do more up front development of proposals and drafts and submit 

to industry to review rather than develop from scratch at meeting.  

Task group agreed with approach. 

iii. Draft specification sent for review.  Deadline May 1.  Bill 

Farnbach to share with task group.  Don Vivante stated that a test 

method will ultimately be needed for locals and others.  Task 

group agreed. 

 

c. Full Depth Reclamation (Pulverization) 



 

i. Drafted a specification which is being piloted on couple projects in 

District 1. 

ii. Put on back burner to focus on foamed asphalt and see results from 

pilot. 

 

3. Aggregate Source Approval 

 

Dan Chapman briefed the group on his discussions with Rob Reis (Caltrans METS) and 

Bruce Carter (Lehigh Cement) regarding the effort underway in the Concrete task group.  

The plan is to have approvals posted on server with test results so Districts can have 

access to and use them rather than have to repeat them. 

 

Question arose about what to do about non-state jobs, where no data is in the data base.  

Don Vivante believes a COC is going to be needed. 

 

Action:  Dan Chapman to follow up with Bruce Carter to refine the scope of this project. 

 

4. Specification Review 

 

As a result of the development of the 2010 Specifications, a number of comments were 

received to improve the specifications.  Since this was not part of the original exercise, 

these comments were set aside.  Now that the 2010 Specifications are complete, each 

subtask group reviewed the comments received and submitted to task group their 

recommendations to either adopt, reject, or submit as potential future Rock Products 

effort.  Each subtask group submitted a spread sheet of the comments and proposed 

actions (part of handouts).  Summary as follows: 

 Sec 24 – Minor changes proposed.  Can draft by May 1 

Sec 25 – Change to aggregate definition.  Changes reviewed by subtask group.  

Send to task group. 

Sec 26 – Same as Section 25. 

Sec 27 – Industry wants to get rid of plant mix cement treated base (CTB).  

Caltrans wants to get rid of road mix CTB.  CTB rarely used in Caltrans.  

San Diego region still uses it.  Write scoping document for future Rock 

Products project. 

Sec 28 – Miscellaneous changes proposed.  Significant change was to add 

language about bond breaker into lean concrete base.  Bill Farnbach 

commented that there is already a separate project under concrete task 

group to create an independent bond breaker spec.  Decided not to 

include bond breaker language in this specification. 

Sec 29 – Request to delete asphalt treated permeable base (ATPB) based on 

coring results from UC Davis.  Jara asked when were cores taken in 

relation to construction?  Don Vivante asked if there was a problem.  

Task group agreed with subtask group recommendation to defer to new 

Rock Products project.  Need scoping document. 

 

5. 11/12 Priorities 

 



 

Subtask groups presented their proposed priorities for the next fiscal year to the task 

group.  Task group reviewed and discussed and established the following priorities for 

new projects: 

a. Construction Manual Update – Amend into 10/11 workload.  HQ 

Construction believes that they can complete by June 30, 2011. 

b. Geogrid base interlayer – Agreed without comment 

c. Aggregate Source Approval – Coordinate with Concrete Task Group 

d. Rapid Set Lean Concrete Base – Have draft spec been used as nSSP.  

Need to negotiate final spec.  Should be close (within a year to finish) 

e. Concrete Base – Spec was part of Section 40 but was dropped from 2010 

at last minute because it fit better as base.  Need to reincorporate into 

specs and update as a base spec.  Include rapid set version. 

f. Full depth reclamation with emulsion additives – Industry would like more 

options.  Agreed to pursue. 

g. Soil stabilization with lime and fly ash  - Industry would like another 

option.  Question arose whether UC Davis guide being developed also 

includes this option.  Caltrans to investigate. 

 

Items agreed to defer to another year 

a. Section 27 Revision (elimination of one or both types CTB) 

b. Section 29 Revision (elimination of ATPB) 

c. Comprehensive recycling guide 

d. Pavement edge drains 

e. Pavement drainage 

f. Deductions for noncompliant base – This task was high on HQ 

Construction list.  Industry noted that this task will be long and 

complicated and open a can of worms.  Group decided better to focus on 

what is close to completion first. 

 

One item, “Asphalt Grindings in Shoulder Backing” was not rated by the task group 

because there was a question as to whether there was an issue.  Item was proposed 

because some districts a couple years ago raised concerns their local water quality control 

boards were not allowing it’s use.  Caltrans HQ had not seen this issue come up recently.  

Task group asked to review if this is still an issue for deciding what to do with this 

project.  Caltrans to report back at next task group meeting. 

 

6. Roundtable 

 

Bill Farnbach noted that there had been some issues raised about consistency of 

specifications going out to construction.  Caltrans does nonstandard edits to specifications 

for project specific issues with approval of Caltrans HQ.  Because some specifications, 

most notably those involving rapid setting concrete, have not been improved, some of 

these proposed improvements have made their way into nonstandard specs.  To clear this 

up, Caltrans has been working to consolidate the various versions of nonstandard specs, 

to develop a common language.  Those that are common are then being moved forward 

through Rock Products as proposals for standard specs.  Caltrans hopes to clear this 

matter up soon. 



 

 

7. Next Meeting – July 15 in Sacramento 

 

 

 

Action Items from April 15, 2011 Due Date Responsible Staff Status 

Share Full Depth Recylcing – Foamed 

Asphalt draft spec with task group 

May 1 Bill Farnbach  

Follow up with Bruce Carter to refine the 

scope of Agg Source Approval Project 

Report next 

meeting 

Dan Chapman  

Section 25 and 26 updates – send to task 

group for review and comment 

May 1 Bill Farnbach  

Section 24, 28, 29 – Prepare draft language 

changes and submit to subtask group for 

review 

May 1 Paul Burdick  

Geogrid base interlayer – prepare work plan 

and resources 

July 1 Deepak 

Maskey/Ray 

Myers 

 

Rapid Set Lean Conc Base and Conc Base – 

prepare work plan and resources 

July 1 Paul Burdick/ 

Marco Estrada 

 

Full Depth Reclamation with emulsion 

additives – prepare work plan and resources 

July 1 Don Matthews  

Soil Stabilization with lime and fly ash – 

prepare work plan 

July 1 Bob Durham  

Section 27 Revisions – prepare scoping 

documents 

July 1 Robert Hogan Date revised 

to Aug 1 

Section 29 Revisions – prepare scoping 

document 

July 1 Robert Hogan Date revised 

to Aug 1 

Deductions for aggregates bases and subbases 

– prepare scoping document 

July 1 Chuck Suszko or 

staff 

Date revised 

to Aug 1 

Asphalt Grindings in Shoulder Backing – 

Review current district experience with using 

to see if there is an issue with environmental 

boards  

Report at next 

meeting 

Paul Burdick  

 


