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Foundation Task Group Meeting Minutes 

October 21, 2011, 1:00 p.m.-3:00 p.m., Held by phone and web conference 
 

1) Review of Agenda and Action Items from Last Minutes 
 

No new items were proposed for agenda. 
 
From last meeting, most action items to be covered in subsequent agenda topics.  
Regarding minor changes to Sections 24-26, 28-29 that were agreed to from last task 
group meeting, Caltrans submitted for publishing.  Awaiting Caltrans Construction 
signature. 

 
2) Active Project Reports 

 
a) Cement Treated Soil 
 

Draft specification has been circulated for general review to districts.  Comments 
were due day of meeting (Oct. 21).  Next step is to resolve comments receive 
and submit final specification for concurrence. 
 
Meeting is scheduled next week on the guidance document. 
 
Industry has an issue regarding how they will be paid for the need for extra 
cement during Construction.  Caltrans position is that payment will follow the 
current and related practice for lime treated soil, which has not had any reported 
problems.  Caltrans is open to pursuing a separate project after this specification 
has been approved to look at best method of payment for additional cement, 
lime, or other additive.  Marco Estrada, industry subtask group chair, to consult 
with industry partners and report conclusion to Sara. 

 
b) Full Depth Reclamation – Foam 

 
Draft specification last updated end of July.  Currently finishing comment period.  
Comment period extended in order to get feedback from resident engineer and 
contractors on recently finished construction projects.  Received 119 comments 
to specification.  Next meeting scheduled for November 2.  Expect it will take 2 
meetings to work out all the comments. 
 
Test method got very minimal comments.  Since mix design to be by Contractor, 
Caltrans wants to be sure industry has reviewed the test method carefully.  Sara 
to follow up with industry to see if there are any comments. 
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c) Pulverize Roadway 
 
Two of three pilot projects should be wrapping up construction in next couple 
months.  Team will analyze how the specification worked for these projects over 
the winter and updated specification as needed.  Schedule is 3 to 6 months 
behind full depth reclamation. 
 
Question was raised is to if and why specification is requiring the addition of 2% 
cement to the mix.  Caltrans reason to add the cement is that since pulverize 
roadway does not have a mix design requirement, the added 2% cement 
provides added insurance of sturdy base at minimal cost.  Industry noted that 
locals also use specification and some of them choose not to add anything to the 
material.  Caltrans to look into adding an instruction in the specification for the 
designer to decide whether to require the 2% cement to the mix. 
 

d) Geogrid 
 
Manufacturer’s data has been collected.  Subtask group met yesterday to 
discuss.  Caltrans brought up that since they are moving to mechanistic-empirical 
(M-E) design, geogrid design will need to be based on M-E design principles.  
Industry is concerned because this would amount to a quantum leap from where 
they are today and could delay implementation of geogrids.  Also, what about 
locals who do not use M-E?  Caltrans to meet on Oct. 28 to see what direction to 
take on geogrids with M-E design with goal not delay implementation of geogrids. 
 
Question was raised by Bill Farnbach, Caltrans task group co-chair, about how 
quickly this project could be finished even without the M-E issue.  Given its 
history, Caltrans does not think it can be accomplished this year.  Ray Myers, 
Industry subtask group co-chair, noted that circumstances have changed over 
past couple of years and a faster resolution he believes is possible.  Ray Myers 
will check with industry partners to see when they can get industry agreement on 
the requirements and finish the specification. 
 

e) Lean Concrete Base (Rapid Setting) 
 
Draft specification has been reviewed by subtask group.  No comments received 
from Industry.  Some comments from Caltrans.  Resolving comments.  Target 
completion by Nov. 15. 
 

f) Concrete Base 
 
Project involves both updating old concrete base specification and adding a rapid 
strength concrete component.  Draft specification has been reviewed by subtask 
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group.  No comments received from Industry.  Some comments from Caltrans.  
Resolving comments, mostly regarding how much testing is needed for base 
versus surface application of concrete.  Target completion by Nov. 15.  Lower 
priority the lean concrete base (rapid setting). 

 
3) Aggregate Source Approval 
 

The scope of work has been changed from “Aggregate Source Approval” to 
“Management of Statewide Aggregate Source Data”. In current business practice, 
this data will be available for Caltrans internal use. Districts can either refer to central 
data for the approval of aggregate source or perform their own approval process.  
 
The project consists of three phases. Phase-I establishes database, phase-II 
populates the database, and Phase-III will commence after populating database for 
the evaluation of data and identify to update business practices pertaining to the 
aggregate uses. In phase-III, Caltrans management will decide on access to data for 
the external use.  Currently, testing of interface program and set up of statewide 
database is on progress. METS will maintain the statewide database.  
 
Industry representative team member Dan Chapman’s position requires filling by a 
new member.  Industry should discuss options for filling with Bruce Carter, Industry 
co-chair for Concrete Task Group.    
   

4) Planning for 12/13 

 
Although July is 9 months away, now is the time to start looking at what new project 
group would like to propose.  In reality, we have January meeting to receive and 
discuss proposals and the April meeting to make final recommendations.  
Discussion currently going on at Rock Products is to limit each task group to three to 
five projects each.  Caltrans goal is to complete all but geogrid issue this year 
leaving open the possibility of taking on 2 to 3 additional projects.   
 
Previously received some scoping documents.  Sara noted that there is interest in 
adding other additives for full depth reclamation.  Don Vivante had question as to 
whether the 3 to 5 project limit was meant just for major projects or for all work.  Bill 
Farnbach responded that it was his understanding that it was only for major projects.  
Minor work or simple changes can be handled by making decisions in meetings 
without going through whole process if parties are in agreement.   
 
In preparation for next meeting, Caltrans and industry to review and update existing 
scoping documents as needed and add new documents for work they would like to 
see.  Submit proposals to your subtask group chairs. 
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5) Rock Product Charter 
 

Bill Farnbach mentioned that current charter has been in place for a year and is up 
for renewal by next July.  In getting ready for the renewal, Rock Product Co-chairs 
should be soliciting input on what could be improved.  Expect more to come over 
next few months.  Industry representatives should be talking to the co-chair, Tony 
Limas. 
 

6) Open Discussion 
 

 Pervious Base 
 
Concrete task group has a project to develop specifications for pervious base.  
When specifications are ready, they will also be furnished to subtask group for 
aggregate bases to review. 

 

7) Review/Action Items/Next Meeting 
 

Action Items from the October 21 meeting: 

Item Due 
Date 

Responsible 
Person 

Status 

Cement Treated Soil:  Industry response to 
Caltrans decision on payment for extra 
material to match lime treated subgrade. 

12/1/11 Marco 
Estada/Sara 
Alzate 

Pending 

Full Depth Recycling (Foam):  Sara to follow 
up with industry on comments for test 
method. 

12/1/11 Sara Alzate Pending 

Pulverize Roadway:  Caltrans to look at 
making 2% requirement for cement editable 
so designer can choose to include or not 
include. 

12/1/11 Paul Burdick/  
Bill Farnbach 

Pending 

Geogrid:  Addressing geogrids with Caltrans 
plan to adopt mechanistic-empirical design. 

12/1/11 Deepak Maskey/ 
Bill Farnbach 

Pending 

Geogrid:  Industry to see how fast 
agreement can be reached on the 
specification 

12/1/11 Ray Myers Pending 

Discuss with Bruce Carter on filling Dan 
Chapman’s position on Aggregate Source 
Data Management  

 Sara Alzate/  
Don Vivante 

pending 

12/13 Work:  Group to review and update 
existing scoping documents as needed.  
Prepare scoping documents for new 

1/9/12 All Pending 
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Next meeting scheduled for Friday January 20, 2012.  Caltrans to see if meeting can be 
held in Southern California. 

proposals. 

Other:  Draft specification for pervious base 
to be sent to subtask group for review. 

12/1/11 Bill Farnbach/ 
Paul Burdick 

Pending 


