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»\What Does it do?

»\Where Is It being used?
»How does It work?

»What’s Coming Next?



Why was this Site
Developed?

eIncrease Consistency &
Quality of BA(Ss)
e Save Time
e Improve
Collaboration



WHAT DOES IT DO?

Biological assessment
template

e Standardized Format
e Improve Quality
e On-line help

Electronic File Cabinet

e One location for all project
Information and

communications

e Answers to frequently

asked questions

e Tracks consultation

progress



Where is it g
Being Used?
Three Pilots

:
iill Washington '943|




How Is the Pilot Going

To quote Ryan
McReynolds,
transportation liaison
with USF&WS,

“So far, so good ... You'll
be happy to know,
logging-on to the on-line
BA portal

and downloading the BA
was a breeze.”




How does It
wWork?
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i FHWA ESA Web site

Biological Assessment Have a question?

Below is the Biological Assessment Template for fransportation projects. Download the Word document. The document provides a general outling for completion Pleage conlact ug
of Biological Assessments. Additional guidance can be accessed on the BA Guidance tab or within the document itself.

Additional state specific quidance may be available and is references when appropriate

Cuick Start »

BA Guidance

Biological Assessment Template
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Section

Chapter 7. Effect Determinations

Federal Guidance:

Effect Determination Guidance

This chapter provides guidance for making overall effect determinations based on the effect determinations
and rationale provided in the following three documents:

= Programmatic Biological Assessment for the Washington State Department of Transportation
Eastern Washington Regions — Working Document (WSDOT 2004b)

= No Effect and Not Likely to Adversely Affect Programmatic Biological Assessment Working
Document for NOAA Fisheries Listed Species (WSDOT 2002)

=  Biological Opinion and Letter of Concurrence of Effects on Bald Eagles, Marbled Murrelets,
Northern Spotted Owls, Bull Trout, and Designated Critical Habitat for Marbled Murrelets and
Northern Spotted Owls from Olympic National Forest Program Activities for August 5, 2003 to
December 31, 2008 (USEFWS 2003, Reference number 1-3-03-F-0833).

All three of the above-mentioned documents are programmatic BAs or relate to programmatic BAs that are
used by their respective agencies (WSDOT and Olympic National Forest.) Howewver, the effect
determinations inchuded in these documents can be used as gnidance for making effect determinations in
similar situations. Remember that effect determinations in programmatic BAs tend to be more conservative
(ie . more restrictive or protective) than effect determinations made on a project-by-project basis. Thus, for
a given project it may be possible to reach a less conservative effect determination than the one given in the
programmatic document, depending on the sitnation.

The first section of this chapter provides guidance for integrating nultiple effect determinations for specific
project elements into a single overall effect determination for each species addressed in the BA.

The second section of this chapter provides guidance for making effect determinations for species and
critical habitats based on general standards and disturbance thresholds. This guidance is based on the
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Step 3

Services Request

Step 6

Step 7

FHWA ESA Web site

Crystal Springs Crossing File Cabinet
Bothell, WA

Project Manager: Scott Hitchcock
Start Date: 09/18/06

Stage: Step 3 (5 new appointments)
Description: Widening the bridge across Crystal Springs mauris vestibulum consequat
ligula. Etiam cursus diam sed sapien. Vivamus eros mi, bibendum et, dignissim in, molestie
non, orci. Quisque tristique dui eget ligula. Integer varius dictum leo.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing slit. Curabitur pellentesque dignissim |eo. 1 new contacy

Nam hendrerit rutrum augue. Donec pharetra sagittis elit. Nam vel augue nec mauris
consectetuer tincidunt. Fusce felis enim, ultricies non, pharetra a, scelerisque quis, ipsum.
Vestibulum ultricies lectus sit amet pede. Vivamus congue nunc eu augue. Integer tristique
pharetra velit. Nam eu pede quis nunc volutpat convallis. Donec in quam. Guisque vitag
sapien. Sed odio. Aliquam interdum neque. Quisque tempor dictum nisl. Mauris iaculis, libero
eget sollicitudin tempor, libero felis viverra nunc, eu accumsan nunc nunc at erat.

(5 new files)

MNulla ullamcorper odio id ligula. Sed commodo. Nunc ante mauris, egestas a, iaculis at,
scelerisque cursus, dui. Donec diam tortor, varius id, egestas sed, semper lacinia, sapien.

Morbi congue. In vulputate fermentum mi. Vestibulum aliquam tortor sed orci. In lobortis
consectetuer odio. Nulla convallis ullamcorper lacus. Suspendisse eget dui. Fusce at libero auctor
dui aliquam sodales. Pellentesque tincidunt. Nam in est. Nam sollicitudin dui eu eros. Quisque
aliquam mi luctus massa auctor dictum. Nullam turpis lacus, placerat sit amet, suscipit et, fringilla
vel, dolor. Vivamus semper. Integer sagittis risus a orci.
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B View Hitchcock Bridge BA 9/20/2006 v v
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SR 122 HOY Upgrade In Progress ¥
Step 4 36 days
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Question & Answer Feature

 Ask a guestion
from any page.
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