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To 

United States Depam 
f!lSH AND WILDL 


EcologbiSc 

~ lltlcl Office 


~310 El c.tnblo A~ Salte 130 

Saaamem..,_ Califonlia 95821-6340 


l-1-97-P-,106 


Mr. :David K. ~smore 
Division Admini~trato~ 
Federal HigbwayA4miPistr~ti~ 
sao Ninth Street, suite 400 
Sacram¢Uto, California '58l4-272t 

Fo~l S~ion 7 QgAsultatiOD on R~~~·~a; ~~~•6l ~ridge 
Re~:ofit Project in Ma~ia and Coat~ c~ta County, 
California. 

Dear Mr. T.lensmon: 

Thi$ aocumen~ transmi~e the u.s. Pisb a=d Kil~~f~ Se~cc•a (service} 
biological op.:i..niou baaed on the Se~ice's rev~ew of tlw p:-opos::Ad Riebmond·S~ 
Ra~ael Bridge (Bridgtl sei~ic ratrofit an~ relaLed acti~t~es, and i~s 
eftect:s en tnA end.zulgcrec:l ~eric:an percgril:le fAlcon (Falco peregrizuu: :mat:um) 
in ac::cordanc:e 'Wit:h section 7 of the :Snaa:a!Jered Species ACC. uf l.973, as amended 
(16 u.s.c. lSJl et seq.) (Act). Your Feh~13ry 3, 1'97, reque5t for fo~mal 
-.one:;ul t.at:ion was l:'eceived OA February 5. .199'/. 

This biological opinion is ~5ed ~ iA!ormation.providQd in ~na N:~vral 
Bnviron!Ml't lilt:ucly/S.io~og:i eal Az;c;c::s:sment (WS/:sA} P•lilpa~d by CHlMHl:U.. data 
:provid~d by the Santa cruz ~ed.atory l!'i:rci Re!ica~ch Gro~ (SCPBRC). a March 19. 
1..99.,, cocrm:itment !::l:y C..ll.~·a::= ~o :i.mpl.~nt c:ouservat:ton III"'..A:lw:-&8, tbe £:~.nal 
~e liaeing the pereg~ine fal~on (35 CFR 16047), the proposed rule to deli3t 
thr. "p.ec=-ie:i (30 CPR 34t06), ;mel tbt: Recovery Plan rur tha PCI"'Srimr Falc:on 
cn!:Fws J.9Q2) , A complete a<bn.i.ni:strati'Yt:: z:c:co"tl o.f this ~onsulta\.ion J.s on 
file in this of.fice. 

8ZOLOGICAL OPlNION 

VeBcript~oa of th~ ~~opoeed Action 

The Federal Highway Adminis~rdeion (~) p~pose~ to a~thorize ~be ~iforni~ 
~~rtm~~ of Trancportat~on (Caltrans) Lu pro~evd v~th a seismie ~~trofi~ of 
1:h~r 5tic.111Qond-San Ra.tael Dridge (lb;iQSje' • 'l'he seismic ret:l:'ofit: w:i.ll o-:cu:: 
witnjn the same alignment a= the exis~iPg bridge. Bnd will 0Qn$18t of new 
pil¢s. p~le caps. bell easin9s, a~ft ctrcngthening, and ~~~~~~tb~ng Of 
towQ';r: ~ and superstruetun: .:struc:t:ux-es and c:omplete replncemen1: of portion~ of 
the Dridge due eo :=~ever• c:on-oso1on. Con=~,.,,etiQJ:l. ia antieip:ated 1;0 "be9in in 
~uga~t 1997 ~d entend thro~gh December 1~~9. ror a ~e~e das~riptiQn of 
thA proje¢~, re!er to th~ Natural Rnviro~~ S'tudy/Biologi~•l A$ses~ent 
(NES/BJ!.) CC:H2MHZL1:. 1.9!16) • 

A~ a sebru.ry 18. 1997, meeting. C:alLrans a9~~ to in~lude conserv~eion 
~va5ure~ to off~t the impacts of t~e P•ojeet to peregrine falcons. Calt~~ne 
~ubmitted a le~cer to th~ Serviee. da~ed March l,, 19,~. a~scribin9 the 

.UJN 27.m7 

http:sebru.ry


--- ----

2 

51B 286 6374 P. 03/08ENU. PLNG• SOJTH D4 JUL-09-1997 1111: 57 

cu!Md.t%1\ent t:O implement: the ag:-ead upon lllel:lOUres. Measures .iuclude Ue 
fWldi.ng ot rucmiccn:1ng .aw.t "ba~". c:r:elease of young bi~da back to the wilci) 
of pe1'egd.n~ £•1c:c:ma o·v.:.r tl.u:'ee nesung aeasonl'l ~ within t:hc 
const.rUct;.on time frat11e (:years l.JJB, :J.':u. and 20C1D): a t'~ur~ .a.es:ing e~aocm 
of moft1"oring ~ bac~~ng Wil4 ~ ~eractcd lu case cons~ruct1on aet:\vities 
eont:1nue :beyond thCP an.tic:ipate<i tb:l:'.:e year a<::b.eciule. C.Ut..~ans agreed to work 
with nric J. Walton of tAo SCP811.G to t=nan~ that tb.e measure!: nre 
i'lllplethCiltt:d. 

Spo<::i•• k~t and =vi~oz=eAtal Baseli.n• 

The ~~ican peregrJ~e faloon was federally listed as endangered in 1970 
(35 I'll 1604.,). The following ia A disouesi~m of per~rinc falcon biology, 
PQPUl•tion sta~-~ er~ds. For further informatio.a. retar to the Paci£ic 
C:oa.r;;t JlACOVery .l'~&A fOJ:' ell• Alau..ic::«n .Pe.regril'l• Jl'aJ.otm ('D$l)l 1.982J • 

AS state~ ~n the Pac1fic coast R~ Pl.a for Americ~.Peregrine Falcon 
C'C'Stl:r l.:l02) , ·MeXic:an per~ine t"alcons nes:t .:tlmost exel"Uaively on cliffs, 
wrually ~•r water. Preferable sites are sheer cl.i.ffa 150 feet or more in 
heisht. . The <:lift u.sually ba& 1:1 small cav• or aV.rblmg' l.~dee la~c enc;rugb. t;c:~ 
r.nnt:etin ~aa or four !ull·grolol!rl :a.e&tU.ng&. s•venl hOles cr ledgA!ll th"'t ca:: 
l:le used in ;aJ.t~n:nate yeara arcr: ~pp4:ently not an wbaolute requirement, but 
pro))a.bly i1:1creace I:J'I.e 11ni.u.bility o.f the cliff. Peregrinefl h&lve Ut!~tefi trom 
sea le:VIIill L<> over ll,OOO'feet, .:tnyvhere .e\ci.table cliff~ o.re found, except :i.n 
t:he <ieoert. 

er~~ge~ ~d tall building~ ~ve become ~u~ate cliffs and ar~ ~tili:ed by 
peregz:~e pairs for Jtest:i.Jlg. rooat.i~g ~ad ~o;:as;ing. (Hickey ~wl Anderson 1969}. 
P~regrines• use of bridges in~lud~s (l) year round.occupation, with the 
b:l:'idgea uDcd aa hw'lt.ing porchu, 4.i.S"ht rcollt!', p!rcheJS t:.o AIJCape .inclement 
'W'B~th.er, or ot:ber pe~itlgi (~) ue:rting by·'pa.ira frpm 1 'February ~N=ough 
31 vuly: And (3) irregular oecup«tion by i~ature pereg~ineu, •floa~f~gw 
.adults seekjng va<:a:t te'rritoriee. or winterins migr-:11-lC.if fraq northe~ 
po~ulations. J.a the c~U'f! of neSting pa;re. no fte:t~t 1$ l:n.rilt by the falcons. 
SCPBRG som~Limes provi~ gravel-t~ll~d n~st bcxe$, or esge ~~c laid~ debris 
on lc4ge3 or in cavieiea. Bes~ s1tes are almo~t i~v&riably below the·r~dway, 
.and oft.~n on the port:i~ o£ the :bridge that 1~ higheat above th'!! wat:er. Th~?.se 
latter "s:iteaft can ~ ~epeatcd many tin•e& on ;).ny one :Orid!1~. T;ypic:,.lly, only 
one pair will oecupy • bz:iege. 

~cregrines eompet~ wLth other raptois and &cologi~~lly si~il~r. bird~ for cliff 
nest~. ~or ·~~le, golden ~~gle~ {A~i~• c~y$~etos). rP.d-tailed hawkR 
(Bu:~~ j~lc~~s), prairie £~leon (F~lco ~ex!caausl. turkey vultures 
(Cal:ll<i!..t"te:s aura), and ravens {C'arvus cora.") all neD:t in 8lmi1ar .s:l.tua.tiozns and 

tl!dy even use abandoned perQC,P"i "• 9Yries:. l!leregr~c::J d~fend the nes:e.iny 

territo:l:'Y tigo.t:uLl~:~ly against: intrus1an Dy some of t.hes:fi>. •pe:ci~. It i.s not 

r.lear, however, if thi:o is a re-5ponse to l~eet.-site CO!np@tition or 1.a.a 

r~sponse c~ perceived threata to adu1te u~ voun9 . 


.1\V<Ulal:lilH.y of llQa~ si ~'l!S may bca a lilllit:ins factor in some a.t·eas. For 
example, peregrines historically n--st9~ all •Jon~ the coast ~n eout~~~ 
Cali.£o~niG.. Today. houses a.n<S or.~ buiJ.ding,. "'r.e loca.~ed on t:l'le 1:ope ot 
these .s&.a ol.:i.ffe, and ~rii!A.ticm ~~ :i:n ~ei:z:o vicinity to suCh aA ~~tXtent 
that few su~table nesting areas remain. ~a:z:otly as a re$Ul~ o~ t~1s, peregr~ne 
f4lcons c~rently do not n~s1: along the ~o.~t from near Santa aaz:~a G~~ to 
the. Mexican Q<)rl3er. Pu:rtl1er loas of nis:t:orical peregrine nest :!lite6 ~d. 
limit re~overy of the specie~ in some ar~aa. 

http:migr-:11-lC.if
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Fo~a!i.i.Dsr areas are aasocirater.l wieh each neot terr:Ltory. This gtmeral.ly 
· include• 'IRXX!ed azeu. ma~:sbee, open Qra:&&lands, coaetal seranc!JF and. bodies of 
11rater. . '.tlw pe~ t:alc.-on 1a a diurnal raptnT t;~~ feeda .almoet cmeirely Qn 

$mall b:Lrd.e,· · Wooc!ccS areas :cl!ar w.at~r attract a div.rsa a'!T:l.fau.na. and bodiec 
of vzt:- .provide opeD aP-aa where p~y cannot: e~tsily escape attaCJC:. Molrshe:s, 
aavannaa, !lind choral 1nes a.. al•o common t:o:raging ·areu. ~s o~ toraging 
areas~ tlu.ou~ ~1oation at: hAbit•t ~U.y be a problo=. :tn ~~~any arQaa hu~Nn 
~eroac:h=u=t: bas e;aWte:d n.escs to be ab.a:o.dOOAd, bu.~ it is; ciiffieult: to sepa:-at-e: 
cllc;a effect& of habitat: lo.ss from thAI eftects oE dis.turbance.; to the J)1rdD 
themselves. · 

Alcae.ricazt peregrine falcons io ~he westarn 'Unitod st:ate.s have re ·eAplill4ed 1n 

~ce~mt decade:~. :tn 1.992, 113 ~in we~e knO'R\ iA California, moat: of which 

oc:cwrred iA tile :aa:rt:hweat.e:r:n ~o:t::l.on Ot the at:atft. On .JU:Aa 30, l!J9S, the 

Se:a:viGe publiabecl. 8:11 advAc:e noticra a! a p~sal 'tO niiiiOVe t:l\e American 


:pe:c-.grine :fal.-=c= fr~ the li::= of 11nc!ac.gered ~ Th%'9tene4. WilcUife 
(SO i'a 3U0fl). 

'l'hcre are c:urrently seve~l ~1.rs or peregrine f~c;ozui wi~in the vit:inity of 
~t:: RiehnloDd-Son Rafael Bd.dgc. 'fhtt oakland-Say BridcJe c:un-ezu:ly .suppc~tt1 t"WC 
pairA (Ca.ltrans 1996) 1 th• Dl.i~CI' Sl:idge al.au .su;n,o:ts a ~.ir o'l parP.gTi.n• 
falcons (J:S. Walton, pers • .CCIIQIII-, t9!il~). Qnd peregr,.nec ha"Ve been obBe-'"Ve.d 
utili¥in~ ~he ~yw«rd-San MatRO Pridge for pe~ehing and foraging (Caltral~ 
1'97) . In 1996, • ~~ ot peregrine fal~s exhibitea potential nca~ing 
l:)el::J.avior at the R.i.chmonCl-S~ Rafael Bri~e. This _p:~11:' W4l!J mcm.it:orQd r.egul;u;oly 
by t:he SCPBRG and it: "h ci•t:e:r:'I'IW1ed tllat. nest.ing did not 01:~ (C!If'-to'IHILL 
J.j96) • 'l'he bridlg- i.a c:oneicio:xcd to bo::: part. of a t.e.t.z:ltory for pe:t'tQr.ines and 
is ut::!.lized for torag1Tig and :roosting (8:· W.;;~.lt:on, p•rs. coam. l'!J7l • 

Bffec:t:a 0~ ~ Acti.c:m 

1>. review of tna 1 Hvratu:z:oc indieett:el!l that dbturbanc:e. can negatively at4'ect: 
av.lctn p.rcciuct:ivity. Specitic:al '-Y· ~t'Udiea oa wat:er£owl, colonial eeabirdts and 
captors ba'Ve Sho'oarn t.hat ciiaturl)anc• 'C~ c:.a...we nest ~ciOZ2ment, egf1 1110rt.o11lity 
due to exposure !rom·flushing, incraased p~~tion of egge and hatchlings. 
d~eoced feeding rateB, increased \dUl~ energy demand:, or avoidance of 
oeh-.twise ~table habitat tA:cderson and ~~th ~9~Q. BUrger 1981. Pie~c~ and 
Simons 1986, Knight: and Skagen 1988, U~nson and Grane 199~). Recurring 
di~eurbance. such as ammaal •V9nts, may oauee a 3nift in breeding ~c~lvity 
over t:.ime:. Illdividuals that. .suceeed ~n their reproducti~ efforts, in spit:~ 
cf noi3e: di.$turb~, lllay .n.o~ reeurn ~o the same !"\.tec-~ssful loc<~t:i.on the: 
following year due ~o Ahti~1pated dl~~·~bance. 

The U$e of moto=17.•d •quip=-c~ du~ing tb¢ Qrceding ·eea~on wl&hin one half mile 
o~ eu~t.able neseiilg l~itat All" the pcte:cti~l t:o dl!::::tupt eaaen~.ial :bre:ecll.ng 
behav~o~a by: (l) causiQq abandOf,ment of thA or•eaing e~:ort by failure to 
inir.i~te_neotiDg; 12) copulation disturbances resulting 1" inferti•e esge; 
(:\) ea\l.$;a..;;g ~on111ent of en~ ~ding et!ott. by !ailure eo conmleta 
incub&titm; (4) ess .b~~ge Ol: death; (SJ daat:h of yoWlg in the· nest ·.becau:se 
o! l.n.abi~ity to ~e:rlll0%egul<~'tor:; ((;) d:i,,.rupti:cg nc:;t:ing activities :aucb a:s 
feeaing YQWlSll (7) ca\Uf:l.nSJ prenwture fl•dl]i~ &Dei di.s=pereal ot j'INeZI.ile.s, (S) 
ctrecc t:o -=zdul.t:• ~~~u~t.ing ln less 1\unt.illg cr.nd atarvatinn o:t: yov.Rg; ;;and (~) 
'lrar~Qu.5 other imp~cta. · · 

The effect:& ot 121.S~I.lr:bances on peregrine falconE: ~=Y with 1::!\o timing of the 
disturbance a.%14 the J,J.roxi.llti.ty t.o the eyrie. 111e perV!:Jr:l.~ falcon :i.s 
parti~arly_se~i~ive to diseurbance near the nest cliff during the b~eeding 
s~a~on. ~ e•rly •pring d~~~ court~r~p. disturbed birds ~re P.~1eularly 

http:J,J.roxi.llti.ty
http:bre:ecll.ng
http:loc<~t:i.on
http:o:t::l.on
http:a'!T:l.fau.na
http:gtmeral.ly
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l:i.-t.ble to aesert an area. {)art oi t:he male•c c:ow:t•hip rit.u.a:r. .iu.volvea l*<tge 
display& to •eLrac~ a tema~~ eo a particular ledgo f~ ~go aa a neat 5ite 
(Neleon l.'"lO) _ The :fctma.l.e will a.ee*P~;. or reject ~e leG§Je, and it ia beli~!l 
that. t:Ais ia b.NJcfi l.~ely en the i'roc.ec:t:ion tTom p.tadat:.C%'.!1 the ledge oft'erJS. 
1!. d:i.sturbAne• oc:c:\U:s n04~ tbe leclg"e. the female will of'Cen a:eject tha ledge 
and ~~;earch fo:r: a betro•ot: one. If human activities •re oeneered j:Jez:t.era.ll~ 
thrc~bot.lt. the neseillg area, the fmti~ territory may be abandoned, and Lhe 
~ix TPaY not nes:t (Hickey :1..,42. .Bond l.94a. 'J"yfe Cc! Cl.~c!01:'£f 19.,~} - . 
Perasrinee have Abandc=ed their ~~~t ledges a:ter a singl• short viait by ~ 
human ~fore or t:hJ~ing egg layi-ng ti'yfe an~ olendo::~f l.9~J&). 

A!Ler tNt eggs are laic, t:hf!' ~rents &:9 lesG lilccly to abandon t:Mlr nest:., 
b\.\t m:ztlY :~~till ao·ISO. After tbe eqg-13 bat;OA, k:n.lt before the young fledge, "tlle 
puenca ara most likely to "si~ t:1!ht'' a4d de£e~d the :tlU~ vigorously ~•ther 
l;~ e.bandon it. Jmo1:.ber c:r:i.ti.eal ~e.c·iod occu:rc j~,~.at. P%iar eo fledgling by 
the yo1mg. Oist~ft:!e «!: the uest may c:c~e the nestlings t.o !ledge
pnmat:urely, whicll may '"•~tult i;a ~nju'r.Y" or death. or ocxpoac. t.h,_ t.o predators. 

The birds u~ilizing Bay Q~aa ~idges. 8uch as th@ Riebmc=~-~~n Rafael Bridge. 
may l:lc accust:.cmed to higher levelG of noise disturl::Nlnr;:•~: ttsa~ other klirds · 
.nesting within the r:;mg•. ~ver, the con:a~~ueeio~ activ:i,.tiee are ~ect:ed 
t.o 111er•..-e uoise lAv~l$ ~d. viau~l dict:l:~c:tion~t to a lliglle.t· d~ree 'Chan l.s 

a::eociatt:d with typical road ancl bo&t traff:;.e. Othu retrofit const~·uetion 

proj•c:t& (i.e., oaklan~ say Bridge, R~yw~~d·S~ gatao Sriagel occurring 

simult.«tu~O\l3ly witbin the SluJ .Francisco 8ay area may reduce t:he: pot~ntial for 

the Ri~nd-San Raf~el ~:r:i~ge birds to !ind and Utili~e altern~tivv bridge 

sites during cons~~c:tion and ine~~se the ~~tiv~ er:ects on peregrinA 

falcons. · 


Per.egx-inea; ~uely ietun1 eo -cheir own n•~t 1:" 'bt-e~d with the'i.:r parcn~3 or 
sibl.ingJa; i~tcad. 11\C&t move l.- ~o 2SO miles and breed wit:h unreb.t:od bird,.. 
Falcon~ cQming" to C•li~ornio br.l.dse.s i=. tne futw:e are unl.ilcel.y to be 
offspring fled9ed from neat:s on the bridge being impact:~. This me~ tbat 
tlw produce:Lvity o! A.u individual bridge is not cri.t~<:al t.o ct=tinuecl 
oc:~cy of thac. I!Jpecific t:errieory cr Drtdge. lienc;e, b~.id~Je:: ha'Ve remained 
cc:C\lpied nov for IIW1Y yearl.il dQapit:e higll.;:r l.l~&n nc:rm:~1 morr;ality af fledglings 
t:h;u: oc-eurs beeotus. of drowning and- ea~· colli~ions. For this rea$On, movillg 
~roods to n•ck ~ites has hP.en euggcsted by some biologists as A way to zalv~g~ 
young pcregrine8 and al,ow them to !ledge under safer condit:~o~. 

E~cking of five-week Ol.d pe:egrine falcons wi\l gro~~ly e~~ce peregrine 
p=educ:i::ivit:y and. ::-eoccupAncy cf ma·uy areas or .11.1.$1:-0ric raTtg~ in califon"~ia-. 
Accord1.ng to Hal.ton \pe:r:,.:. c:o=o. 1997l , almo.su.. all :btrcis Oll buildings ·-..nd. 
brid~es initially c~~ fro~ these ~elea~cs. ~lth0t.l9h currencly mose fa~conv 
come from wil~ nests. 

CUmulative effar.ts include·the ef£ect~ of fue~e State, Tribal .. local·or 
p~i~aee actions ~hat are r~3sonably ~•rtain co occ:ur vithin the acllon area 
con$idered ~ ~s ~1oJ.ogieal opinion. Pu~ure .Fed~ral actions that are 
un~elatQd to the p:cpoaed •ction are noe co~~de~ed {n t:h1s section bec~use 
thQy require s:ap.o~at:e eo:n.a\Utatic;~n purs1.1.ant to :Jec::tion 7 of the tl.c:t·. 

Conc:l.usion 

After reviewiQg the current st•tus of the ~erie~ peregrine falcon, th~ 
envir~ntal bas:ali~e. the effects of th~ proposed ect1on ana the cumulative 

http:effar.ts
http:Accord1.ng
http:yearl.il
http:thrc~bot.lt
http:j:Jez:t.era.ll


--

( 
\.._.,. 

510 286 6374 P.06/08ENV. PUG• 5ClJTH D4 

Mr. David H. Densmortt 5 

•L!~cts, 1c ia ~he Se~ic~·s bio~ggical opinion that the se~vmio :ecrofiL of 
the Br:idg&, a~ P'J:'QPOSeC1. 1e not i2kely to jeopaMize t:hc cont:inuecl ex1ei.~U~.Ce 
of t:he A:lnerican pereg-.rilll: .falcon. nus. cletAt'll\iJlaQ.ca is Meed Ol\ 
illlp~eme:u:atton o£ oche ccnalll:V&ti.oa. ~es 1:0 11\ia:i:rM.sft haJ:ta ~t.o ara out:lincd 
1a your h;olcgical assec~ment and Harch 1~. 1997, leccer. 

Seetion s of the net Qnd Federal regulaLion pursuaut to seat1on 4(Q) of the 
ACt: prohibit take of ~md.angered and tbzoeattm.ed epec;i.es, resp~ctively, wtthout 
special e:~tempt.ion. Talr:• is definod. a• bu':!.ss, hant, "pur.sW:, bunt, shoOt. 
'WOlUld, l(.ill, trap. ca~\U'e 0%: eol\ect, o:r: to •ttempt to engage in any at..tch 
c~. R•na ia rux"Uier cle:Uned to include 8\gni..ficazlt: ~biti\t modific:at•cn 
o.r ~~;adaeicm ~~c resUlt& iA deALb or ~~ to listed speci~ts .by 
E.tignifirAnt:ly :i.l:npair1.ng b~Mvi.Q:roal. p-.'l;t.exns, :Ulcl~ :breedin~. f~totU ng. or 
sheltering. Ha:-as:Ja U de!io.ecl ,;&llil ectiCDD t:hat create the l.l.kelihood. o.t l.njury 
to li.!ated. Etpec:i•s to such an extent a& 'C"O significantly dis.rupt DOrUIOll 
behnvior patt~ whicll include, but cr.~c not: limited ta, bnedillg, feediQg or 
shelt•rJ.ng. lncidental tcak.e ii!J defined as take that is incidental to, and nQ~ 
th• l"'"t"pos• of:, t.he oarryillg out of an otheLwi$e J.avt'Ul. activity. l1nd•r ~he 
~erm$ or •action 7(b) (4) and aectian 7(o) (2J, taking tha~ is inciaental to and 
not ustended as ~art ot tne agency action i~ not considered to be prohibited 
ea:~ting- u,ndQr lobe ~c:t: provid~d that •mch tctkil:lg i~ in oompli~mee with tbi$ ' 
Inoi<iental 'l'ake State~~~eoL. 

The Scrv.ic:e= baz:; det:erm.iued that: ~1\Qcl9.utal cake of repr~c:t.ion ar;r;oc:i~t.t=d 
with the pe~~ falcon territor~•• .~~~ eh• vicinity of the eridge i& 
likely to oc:c:ur throughout th10: l)r;uje.-;t odU\"ation (3 years>. l"he Service 
est~mates that otll progeny f~om em• ne:;ting ,pair of peregrine fa.Le01"1s will b'lll! 
subjec~ to tak~ in the form o~ harm. haraaament, or capture for a period ct 
toh.uee vea:t:s • 

~£feet of tbe ~ake 

~n the 4Coompanying biological cpinio~, tbe S~ice determined ~t th{s l~vel 
of ant:icipar;t:d t&Jca ios not liksly to r~ouJ.t. in jeopardy to l.heollnloriea.n 
peregrinQ £alcon or a ~eduction of oppQ~tYDity for recovery of ehe sp~cles. 

0 0 

The service determ~ne~ that no reasonable and p~dent m~aaurvs are neces&arv 

to udnillti%e the 1.mpact of inc:.it'!l!'l'rlt~l ~;!Ike of pll:'regrillc .falc:onrs. The Ft:de:t"al 

Highway Mtni..Cist:~~'-.i.cm. however. has a continuing duty eo regulate the 

actiVitY covcnd. by ~:!!. inc::l.ue:ta.l take ~t.at.a\eUt.. 'l'f ~:HA fail.a to require 

the applicant to edberc t~ the mea.Gures procosed in the projec~ deseription, 

the prctectiv~ covera~e of ~$Ction ?(o) (l) may lapse, 


Jtepo:~.:Lng :Requirements 

'rhe Service =s an eGta.bli.shed protocol for the handlin<i; rr.nt'!. anal.ysis of dead, 
sick or injured listecl :poc:i,ee. Al:ly dl!lad or injoured peregrine falcons must be 
reported ~o the S~rvi~e'a Law Enforcement Divi$ian (9l6/,7J•2986l w£thin ' 
~4 h9'U.J:"&, and t:.\&Z'Ded over as soon a~ poss;ible te the 't.aw Bn:!"Orc:=nent Oiviaion 
Q~ to a g~w4rden or bio~ogist of the Cdli~or.cia ~artment o~ Fiah and Game 
for care or «nalys1e. The Service is to be notifi~~ 1~ writing within tbxee 

http:Mtni..Cist:~~'-.i.cm
http:shelt�rJ.ng
http:i.l:npair1.ng
http:bu':!.ss
http:epec;i.es
http:tbzoeattm.ed
http:ccnalll:V&ti.oa
http:cletAt'll\iJlaQ.ca
http:ex1ei.~U~.Ce
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work.l.ng Clays o! t.he .a.eetCS@.ntal cleath o£. o:t: ~:iw:y to, cw.y per~ine f•lc:on. 
or of the fincl..i.ug o: any cleacl or :ln;j-u~ ~::-ogr:t.ft• t~c= during eonst.l:'Uct:ion 
operatior:w. ~tificatio.u. 'IUU&t include tbct 4at"t. ti.11Ml. and locat:i~ of the 
1.n~idomt or diGcovery of a dead or !:;jured pe:cg:inP. t'alc:on, aa well ~ a.ny 
pertinant: info:r:maticn on circumstances eurroundJ.ng the incidC\ft\; or; cli:a~I::OVery. 
~he se~iee contnct for thia writt~ in!o~tion 18 the Field S~rv1•o~ 
(JlS/,79-2,10). Re~tiation of cccGultation ia re~red upon tbe discovery
of two or more dead or 1nj~d·per~1ne falcona ~ithin 1/4 mile ot the 
Ri~hmond-S4n Rafael Bridge. 

"''bie c:cmc::ludes formal consul.tat:icm. on the acticmlil as outUned in the i'HA':e 
"f'9hl"'Ua:Y 3, 1991, nquest. Tlle :i.neide:ntal take permit~ed. ~ acoardanc:e with 
t.his pre:S~et iz; Au~izecl ~~b. ~ hr.aedi.cg season of 2000. ArJ.y 
~t~ce acti'lrit:S.es:: ~dci.~t.;i aft:c= that: t:;~.~~~e wUl requ!re ::~itu.tiat;Qta 
of can:ru.lt.ati~ on this project. As provided in so en 5402 .1f, n:ini~iatiOJl 
of f~ ~5UltatLon is required where dis~tiana~ Federal agency 
involvement or control ovex ~ ac:t:ion bas :bt!tm retaiM4 {cr \e ~.tutho::-i:ced by 
law) 6nd if: (l) t:.h'! U\0\ant or extcn~ of inc:1dent.al. take 1$ exceeclad.; (:'A) new 
infO~tion rA~al$ effe~te of the age~ey actton thae may a!rect list•d 
species or cri~ical Aabitae ~ a ~nner or to an e~.nt not consi~er~ in th1~ 
opinion; (3J the a!1ene:y a.ctieltl ha: sl.~Rsequent1y modified in a mannex- that: 
cauae~ ~ et:eee to the listed species or eriti~al habitat not considered in 
thi.s cp:in:i.cm; 0%" (4} a nev ~pecies i.s lisT.e<1 or crit1eal habitat dasign.D.l!ec! 
t.hat cna:y be .-t'fecte<i by the a.etion. ::rn i1'1$t<iu1ces where \,he zt.IIIO'Imt:. 0¥' ext~1! 
of i:leidental take 1s exc:eeclecs, any opc:rat:.ions ca~ing :,ucm take must .cease 
pending reinitiation. 

If you have que:s~iono rega.r!ling ~s responee. please eoatact k"$·, Ina Pisani 
at (9l6) 9?S-272S. 

s. White 
Su~rvi~or 

cc: AES-Portland. OR (Div. of Consultation & conservation :~:ll;m";""l 

http:cp:in:i.cm
http:inc:1dent.al
http:acti'lrit:S.es
http:hr.aedi.cg
http:eurroundJ.ng
http:work.l.ng
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