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Soil Nail Wall Working Drawings Review Process-Interim

Memo to Designers (MTD) 5-18, dated January 1991, provides a brief description of the function
of soil nail walls and the roles and responsibilities for Structure Design and Geotechnical
Services but does not address the distribution or review of Soil Nail Wall Working Drawings.
The overall design of soil nail walls is the responsibility of the Structure Project Engineer (PE)
with the Geotechnical Design Engineer providing the specific design and layout of the soil nails.

Typically the Geotechnical Design Engineer has not been included in the distribution and review
of these drawings. The Documents Unit has been transmitting one copy of the Soil Nail Wall
Working Drawings to each, the Earth Retaining Systems Specialist, the Structure Representative,
and the remaining copies to the Structure PE for review and approval. The Geotechnical Design
Engineer is the most knowledgeable of the in-situ soil and the project specific soil nail design
and should be directly involved in the review of the Soil Nail Wall Working Drawings.
Therefore, the distribution of Soil Nail Wall Working Drawings by the Documents Unit shall
now include the Geotechnical Design Engineer in addition to the Earth Retaining Systems
Specialist, the Structure Representative, and the Structure PE. The Structure PE shall be
responsible for contacting the Geotechnical Design Engineer to collect his/her comments and
incorporating them into the review of the Soil Nail Wall Working Drawings.
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