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GUIDELINES FOR CLEARANCE TO
CoNSTRUCTION OPERATIONS

The leuer transmitung the General Plan to the District shall include information conceming the
working space which will be required for use by the Confractor during construction. If the
available clearances to the work appear inadequate to conduct the operation in a safe manner, lane
closure or other measures to provide the necessary space should be recormmended.

When recommendations are made for the diversion or halting of traffic, the letter should
include specific inforration concerning the lane or lanes involved and the sequence of
operations along with an estimate of the time each diversion or closure will be required.

The District should be asked to comment on this information. This response will be helpful
in determining if we have selected the proper structure type for the site.

After approval of the General Plan by the District, the District project engineer should be kept
informed of any changes in the brnidge design that would affect raffic handling. The Structures
project designer should review the traffic handling plan and verify it prior to PS&E.

The following are guidelines that should be used in developing the above-mentioned information.

General

The construction of structures across or adjacent to roadways which are open to traffic
requires that adeguate space be provided between the work and traffic so that the construc-
tion operations can be performed without hazard to the traveling public and to the workers.
Special uaffic handling, such as intermitient or long-term lane closures, detours. staging to
work, etc., may be required 10 provide the necessary space.

During the General Plan development stage, the designer shall review the available information
to determine if adequate space is available or if special traffic handling may be necessary.

In the ransmittal letter forwarding the General Plan, the designer should inform the District
if there is a need for special traffic handling. For example, for a bridge with a bent to be built
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Memo converied to metric.
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“Based on the assumption of {choose applicable type) spread footings/pile sup-
ported footings/drlled shafts, the construction of the footings and columns in the
median will require a working space of approximately ___ ‘meters between the
traffic faces of the temporary railing for a period of ____ weeks. Construction of
falsework bents will require approximately __ melers between the traffic faces of
the temporary railing for a period of approximately __ weeks. (The existung
median is not wide enough to conduct the operations safely.) Lane closures or other
means to provide the necessary clearance will be required unless special and more
expensive construction methods are employed.”

The intent of this notification is to provide the District with relevant data associated with the
structure type selected, and toinitiate action so that adequate provisions are made in the early
stages of design and to avoid last minute changes.

The following are some typical situations. The dimensions specified are those which would
be required if conventional construction methods are used. They may be reduced by the use
of spectal and more expensive construction methods. Before making any reducton, all
factors must be carefully weighed. Various alternatives such as detouring traffic. narowing
raffic lanes, etc., should be considered. Deviations should be discussed with Construction.

Construction of Footings and Columns
in Existing Median

iy u]

a |
H { 075 12m
| 1 Ty T
AN | N
| "om
L TUU
} Shoulder X = Required Work Space J Shoulder

Footing and Column Construction
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7. Widening

When forwarding the General Plan to the District. the location of the temporary traffic barrier
should be shown on the Plans and the District should be asked to comment on it. Location
of the bartier is a trade-off between giving the workers enough space versus giving traffic
as much space as possible. The minimum distance between the cut line, where the existing
deck is to be removed, and the edge of the barrier is .61 m. This distance may be increased
if traffic conditions permit.
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8. Bridge Removal

Refer to Memo to Designers 9-5 for a discussion of the various methods of bndge removal.
The District should be advised as to which method we believe is appropnate and asked to
confirm this decision.
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9. Conclusion

There are many other situations where special traffic control is necessary. The Construction
Office is always available for consultation. Although traffic control 1s the responsibility of
the District, our umely input to the Districts is necessary so that a well developed waffic
control] plan is inciuded in the contract.

The attached sketches show the space normally needed for some typical operations in
the median.
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