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Earth Retaining Structure Foundation Review

Memo to Designers 1-35, dated March 1998, provides an overview of the roles and
responsibilities of the Structure Design staff and Geotechnical Services (GS) staff in the various
phases of the structure portion of project development. The Foundation Review, which is
conducted close to or immediately after Draft Structure PS&E (SPS&E), is one of the last project
milestones in the SPS&E development process. The intent of the Foundation Review is to verify
that all foundation recommendations and foundation testing requirements addressed in the Final
Foundation Report have been appropriately incorporated into the Draft SPS&E. Historically, the
Foundation Review has been routinely requested for bridge structures but not always for earth
retaining structures.

In an effort to minimize possible errors and omissions, a Foundation Review is now required for
all earth retaining structures included in a SPS&E. The Geotechnical Design Office Chiefs
(GDOC) have been designated as the single-focal point for earth retaining structure Foundation
Reviews based on their geographical area of responsibility as follows:
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